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DIS TICARET MUSTESARLIGINA
(Anlasmalar Genel Miidiirliigii)

Muskat Biiytikelgiligimizden alinan bir yazida, Oman’da yasanmakta olan altyapi ve
kalkinma projelerini kapsayan yopun insaat sektorii faaliyetleri dogrultusunda her yil
Muskat'ta diizenlenmekte olan "Intertors and Buildex" Yapi Fuari'nin bu y1l 15-17 Mart 2010
tarthleri arasinda gergeklestirildigi, gegtigimiz yillarda oldugu gibi Turk firmalarinin bu yil da
fuara kalabalik bir grup halinde katilim sagladiklari ve fuarda tilkemizin 18 firmayla temsil
edildigi bildirilmektedir.

Muskat Biyiikel¢iligimize Oman Expo Fuar Merkezi tarafindan gonderilen yazida,
Interiors&Buildex 2010'un, 25'in lzerinde Ulkeden yaklasik 240 firmanin katthmuryla biiyiik
basari sagladigi bildirilerek, fuara iliskin 6megi ekli degerlendirme sunulmaktadir.

Yazida devamla, 2011 yili fuarinin “The BIG Show-Builders International Gathering”
adi altinda 21-23 Mart 2011 tarihlerinde Oman Uluslararasi Sergi Merkezi'nde
diizenlenmesinin kararlastirildigi belirtilerek, insaat ve dekorasyon alaninda faaliyet gdsteren
firmalarimiz ig¢in Oman ve Ortadogu pazarina yonelik uygun bir tanitim olanagi saglayacak
etkinligin brostirtintin ve tanitim CD'sinin ilgili kuruluslarimiza iletilmesi rica edilmektedir.

Yazida  son  olarak, "The BIG Show 20I1"e kathlim  konusunda
"abdullah@omanexpo.com" e-posta adresinden veya (00 968 95140107) numaral: telefondan
Proje Midiiri Abdullah Beg ile irtibat kurulabilecegi bildiriimektedir.

"The BIG Show 2011"e iliskin olarak yukarida sunulan bilgilerin ve takdim
kilinmakta olan brosiir ve CD'nin Sanayi ve Ticaret Bakanhigimizin yamisira TOBB, ITO ve
diger ilgili kuruluslarimiza iletilerek, fuara katilim konusunda istekli olabilecek firmalarimiza
duyurulmasimin saglanmasim miisaadelerine saygilarimla arzederim.
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INTERIORS & BUILDEX 2010: ANOTHER RECORD-BREAKING EVENT

The 7th edition of Interiors & Buildex was the most successful so far, with the participation of a record number of
exhibitors from over 20 countries. The three-day exhibition also attracted the largest number of industry professionals,
confirming its reputation as one of the biggest events for the building and construction industry in the region.

Name of Event

Tagline

Event Dates

Venue

Exhibition Timings :

Inaugurated by

Interiors & Buildex 2010 Event Type

7th International Exhibition of Website
Building Materials, Construction

Equipment & Interior Furnishings Total Exhibitors

15-17 March 2010 Foreign Firms
Oman Int’l Exhibition Centre

Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Total Visitors

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
H.E. Eng. Ahmed Sulaiman Saleh No. of Sponsors
Al-Maimani, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Commerce & In-
dustry for Administrative & Finan
cial Affairs and Regions Affairs

Launching Year

Organiser

Countries Involved :

Gross Exhibit Area :

Trade Event

www.interiorsbuildex.com

202 companies

132 companies

over 20 countries

7,583 industry professionals
12,000 square metres

28 organisations

2003

OMANEXPO

*

*

¢ air conditioning systems

bathroom fittings

+ beds and mattresses

building materials

cabinets and joinery

ceramics and tiles

Exhibition Profile

+ electrical supplies

+ fiberglass products

+ fire prevention products
+ flooring materials

+ heat control films

+ heavy equipment

Interiors & Buildex 2010 showcased a wide range of products and equipment for all types of construction
activities as well interior design projects. Specifically, among those displayed in the exhibition were the following:

PVC building materials
refrigeration equipment
rock drilling tools
roofing materials
sanitary wares
scaffolding equipment

security systems

sofas and furniture

steel and metal products
wall panels and partitions
windows and doors

wood products

and many other products!

construction equipment
curtains and beddings
+ decorative panels
+ doors and shutters
+ earthmoving equipment
+ electric heating systems

+ kitchen equipment and modules
+ lighting fixtures

+ marble and stone products

+ maintenance supplies

+ paint products

+ pipes and plumbing fixtures

*

*

*

*

* *
* *
+ cement products + home décor & furnishings .
* *
* *
*

*

*

*

Rapid Growth in Number of
Interiors & Buildex Exhibitors

Countries Represented in
Interiors & Buildex 2010

The exhibition registered a marked increase in the num-
250 ber of international participants, spearheaded by the na-
tional pavilions of Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Italy,
o Egypt, Sri Lanka, and the UK.
150 1 Belgium Lebanon
i Canada Malaysia
China Oman
o . Egypt Pakistan
L =l = ] Germany Poland
India Saudi Arabia
The continued growth of Interiors & Buildex exhibitors | Sri Lank
over the years reflects the increasing interest in Oman as Italy rLanka
an attractive market for all requirements of the building Jordan Turkey
and construction industry. This is a direct result of the imple- K UAE
mentation of multimillion-dollar projects in many parts of orea
the sultanate. Kuwait UK

2 INTERIORS & BUILDEX 2010



Visitor Profile

Interiors & Buildex 2010 brought together the biggest
gathering of professionals in Oman’s vibrant building and
construction industry. The event offered an excellent net-
working opportunity with the presence of the following:

¢ architects

¢ contractors
consultants

property developers
engineers
end-users/buyers
importers/distributors
homeowners

*

*

*

*

*

*

+ interior designers

+ manufacturers

¢ project managers

¢ property owners

+ purchasing managers
+ real-estate agents

+ retailers and suppliers
* surveyors

Main Purpose of Visit

]
+ [
+ I
- PrE——
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1. To gather information on new products

2. To meet potential suppliers/business partners
3. To make a purchase or place orders

4. To interact with industry professionals

6694
4216
3374
4520

5. To explore potential representation/partnership 2983

EVENT SPONSORS

Visitors by Product Interest

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
Bathroom and Kitchen Products
Ceramics and Stone Products
Concrete and Steel Products
Doors, Windows and Walls

Heavy Equipment & Construction Vehicles -

Interior Design Products & Services
Electrical and Electronic Products
Paints, Hardware and Tools

Visitor Promotion

- 78%
- 82%
- 71%
- 80%
- 65%
55%
- 62%
- 64%
- 56%

Strategies

To effectively attract a maximum number of visitors to the
was aggressively pro-
es:

event, Interiors & Buildex 2010
moted using the following strategi

+ advertisements in both English and Arabic newspapers

+ advertisements and editorial cove
publications

rage in various industry

+ regular press releases in newspapers, magazines and

regional websites

+ e-mail and fax campaigns directly targeting industry
professionals in Oman and in the whole GCC
+ SMS broadcasts to inform as many people as possible

about the event

+ flyers and triads to further raise public awareness on

the event

+ radio announcements and direct mailing campaigns

Platinum Sponsor
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Gold Sponsors

The Window to theWorld

Silver Sponsors
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PHOTO GALLERY

"Thank you once again for
successfully and professionally
organizing Interiors & Buildex,
which has now become Alomi's
most important exhibition in
the GCC. It cannot be missed
by anyone who is serious
about doing business in the
GCC and Oman in particular.”

Albert Douglas
CEO, Alomi Real Wood Floors

NEXT SHOW
For more information, please contact:
The BIG Show
Head Office:
(Builders International Gathering) PO. Box 20, PC. 117 Muscat, Oman
_ o o ) Tel. +968-24660124, Fax: +968-24660125
8th International Exhibition of Building Materials, E-mail: info@omanexpo.com
Construction Equipment and Interior Furnishings Website: www.interiorsbuildex.com
21-23 March 2011 Regional Office:
Oman International Exhibition Centre PO. Box 80674, Dubai, UAE
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman Tel. +971-4-2587774  Fax +971-4-2587776
E-mail: infodubai@omanexpo.com
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Event Name

Tagline

Show Dates & Venue :

Event Type
Recognition
Frequency
Exhibition Hours
Website

Main Sponsor

Exhibition Highlights :

Exhibit Profile

THE

SHOW

Builders International Gathering

8" International Exhibition of Building Materials,
Construction Equipment and Interior Furnishings

Important Event Information

The BIG Show

8th International Exhibition of Building Materials,
Construction Equipment and Interior Furnishings

21-23 March 2011

Oman International Exhibition Centre
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Trade Event

UFI Approved Event

Annual

11:00 am—8:00 pm

www.thebigshow-oman.com

Supported By:
Oman Chamber of Commerce & Industry (OCCI)

® The biggest event in Oman for the building and construction
industry and one of the largest industry events in the Middle
East region;

e Annually attracts the participation of a record number of local
and international companies from a growing number of
countries worldwide;

¢ Showcasing the widest range of products, equipment and
professionals services for the building and construction
industry;

® The largest gathering in Oman of professionalsin the
building and construction industry as the exhibition
prominently features their project requirements;

The BIG Show 2011 will showcase a comprehensive range of
products, equipment and services that would effectively serve


http://www.thebigshow-oman.com/

Visitor Profile

The Venue

Organiser

the growing requirements of the vibrant building and
construction industry in the region. Among those to be
displayed prominently are the following:

e Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

e Bathroom and Bedroom Products

¢ Building Materials and Systems

® Ceramicsand Tiles

¢ Concrete and Cement Products

e Construction Supplies and Equipment
¢ Doors, Windows and Walls

e Electrical & Electronic Equipment

¢ Flooring and Roofing Materials

¢ Furniture and Furnishings

¢ Heavy Equipment & Construction Vehicles
¢ Interior Design Products and Services
¢ Kitchen Modules and Products

e Lighting Fixtures and Accessories

® Marble and Other Stone Products

¢ Paints, Hardware and Tools

e Sanitary Wares and Fittings

¢ Steel and Other Metal Products

¢ \Wood and Timber Products

¢ Plus Many Other Products!

all professionals in the building and construction industry

e architects e interior designers

e contractors e manufacturers

e consultants ® project managers

e property developers ® property owners

® engineers e purchasing managers
e end-users/buyers e rcal-estate agents

e importers/distributors e retailers and suppliers
e homeowners ® site managers

Established in 1985, the Oman International Exhibition Centre
(OIEC) isthe ideal venue for major trade fairs and exhibitions
in the Sultanate of Oman. It offers 12,000 square meters of
indoor exhibition space and it has enough parking space for
over 2,500 vehicles. It is conveniently located near Muscat
International Airport and is just a short ride away from the city
centre of Muscat.

Established in 1986, Omanexpo is the pioneer exhibition
management company in Oman and the leading organizer of
professional trade shows in the sultanate. The company isa
member of UFI-The Global Association of the Exhibition
Industry and the International Association of Exhibitions and
Events (IAEE). In addition to The BIG Show, Omanexpo’s
portfolio of major trade exhibitions includes the Motor Show,
Food & Hotel Oman, Women Expo, MedHealth & Wellness,
Weight Loss and Cosmetology Show, and OGWA-The



Region’s Leading Oil & Gas Exhibition and Conference. For
more information, visit www.omanexpo.com.

For more information, please contact:

o
7

OMANEXPO’

Global Business Platform

Head Office:

P.O. Box 20, P.C. 117
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Tel. +968-24660124

Fax +968-24660125 / 126
E-mail: inffo@omanexpo.com
Website: www.omanexpo.com

Regional Office:

P.O. Box 80674, Dubai

United Arab Emirates

Tel. +971-4-2587774

Fax +971-4-2587776

E-mail: infodubal @omanexpo.com

Main Contact Person:

Abdullah Beg

Project Manager

Mobile: +968-95140107

E-mail: abdullah@omanexpo.com



http://www.omanexpo.com/
mailto:info@omanexpo.com
http://www.omanexpo.com/
mailto:infodubai@omanexpo.com
mailto:abdullah@omanexpo.com
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Table of Contents

Major Development Projects in Oman

Complete News on Oman’s
Building & Construction Industry

Al Mazyounah Free Zone has bright investment prospects: developer
Royal orders to build causeway linking Masirah with mainland
Strabag Oman wins Sohar Airport contract

31 firms seek to pre-qualify for National Railway project management contract
Sohar Port phase Il work tendered

MSE,Voltas join forces to tap Oman’s construction sector

The Wave says 60pc work on waterways done

New projects signal tourism boom

Muriya to showcase sample Jebel Sifah apartments soon

Mega tourism projects in Dhofar

New roads to give Dhofar a facelift

National Museum to be set up

Deals for infrastructure and utilities projects in Muscat
Infrastructure gets RO1b

Oman-German JV set to announce entry into real estate sector
Oman-Antwerp Port pact set to develop Dugm Port into mega-hub
Multi-level interchange at Wadi Adai

RO 47.8m infrastructure projects

Khimiji's Bait Al Ahlam launches Bagno Design showroom

Tourism, real estate sectors on cusp of sweeping growth
Construction of jumbo runway at Muscat airport right on target
Glorei signs agreement to build Maktabi 2 in Wattayah

Pacts for development inked

MoU inked for environmental tourist resort in Mirbat

Zubair Corp. plans hotel, residential complex

Oman realty sector to hit RO1.57b

Oman Cement’s new clinker project to come on line in Q2

Galfar wins RO 40.5 million Ras Al Hadd Airport contract

Muriya sales event to showcase Jebel Sifah and Salalah Beach properties
Qurum Commercial District development plan unveiled

Plan for greenfield airport in Musandam makes headway

Sohar airport phase 1 construction on track

Ruwi Master Plan’s first four-star hotel complex to be ready by 2011
A great landmark in the making

UK companies eye Muscat, Salalah airport expansion projects

Slew of projects in BEC pipeline

Al Madina Real Estate signs pact for Poggenpohl Kitchens
1.18-billion-rial real estate transactions in 2009
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GCC construction sector likely to see boom 30

Finance ministry okays deals worth 27.7m rials 30
Vibrant new city in Dugm on anvil 31
New projects worth RO 87.5 million 31
Deal signed for Salalah Beach Resort project 32
Construction of 3 recharge dams underway in Shargiyah 32
16pc increase in budget for infrastructure development 33
Oman construction sector to hit RO1.6b 34
Pacts inked for 500 houses 35
Strong demand for office space in Oman 35
Project Majlis Oman on track 36
HM orders RO249m projects 36
Barr Al Jissah residences near completion 37
Dar Al Zain sells out all villas in Phase | 37
Construction of Batinah coastal road project to commence shortly 38
Zain Property launches RO 17m Seeb villa project 38
Indo-Italian JV wins contract to build deepwater bulk jetty in Sohar 39
$100 million Ras al Hadd Airport contract set to be awarded in Q4 40
Construction of new Rotana hotel well under way in Salalah 41
Bidders line up for Dugm Airport infrastructure contract 41
Bids invited for Sohar Airport airfield infrastructure contract 42
Construction of Muscat Expressway gains momentum 43
Naseem A’Sabaa project ‘will bring in more investments’ 44
Freezone Sohar Phase 1 development flagged off 44
Pacts worth RO47m inked for projects 45
First private Omani tourism complex project announced 46
Cement demand grows as construction sector thrives 46
Muriya golf projects work underway 47
RO30m spent on airport expansion, says CEO 48
Muriya ties up with German contractor Lupp 48
Sohar Industrial Estate embarks on Phase 7 expansion 49
22 pacts on developing ports, airports signed 50
Thirteen firms eye retendered Shinas Port consultancy study 51
BankMuscat, NBO, Towell Piramal form new real estate company 52
Pacts for infrastructure development inked 52
Major road project to enhance Buraimi Governorate’s infrastructure development 53
High growth potential for district cooling in Sultanate 54
Al Madina A’Zarga explores hospital venture 54
Al Ansari in )V with Proscape for landscaping business 55
New Towell Building Materials store 56
Al Madina A’Zarga’s inks three deals with Anantara Hotels 56
Al Madina launches new project 57
Oriental Ready-Mix launches operations 57
Work on new Sohar Airport starts soon 58
Oman’s cement sector outperforms GCC trends 59
Oman Cement to produce Pozzolana 59
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Airport expansion work to start soon:Turkish-Greek venture
RO450m awarded for Muscat, Salalah airports

Tenders worth RO598m awarded

Majid Al Futtaim Group announces Sohar City Centre project
Muriya Home Design Showroom to open soon

Agreement signed for RO27-million Shaden Al Hail project

Al Madina A'Zarga appoints golf course designer

$750m steel plant to begin production in 2010

Construction of Al Madina A’Zarga ongoing at full clip

Muriya ties up with Gulf Property World

Firms line up for work at Oman airports

The Wave bucks trend, to expand construction workforce
Construction of Qaryat Qurum project making good progress
Abraj Zumurud launches residential project

75-kilometre Batinah Expressway project flagged off

Mega infrastructure projects to sustain economy through '09
Construction award for Muscat airport development likely by mid-year
‘Oman construction unaffected by crisis’

Muriya’s projects on schedule

Phase 1 of Mirbat Beach project nearing completion
Mega-projects to fuel domestic cement demand in 2009

Al Habib celebrates 30 years of real estate success

Global financial crisis will not hit Salam-Yetti Project: Sama CEO
Agreement to develop resort in Duqum signed

Blue City ties up with Anantara Hotels & Resorts

AQPL unveils premium luxury township Qaryat Qurum

Work on $325m Sohar aluminium rolling mill to start next year
Muriya brings leading international hotel brands to Oman

Bank Sohar to finance new Radisson SAS at Sohar

Asian Beach
Games \enue

TheWave,
Muscat
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Major Development
Projects in Oman

Name of Project

Owner/Developer

Cost (in

million $) |  Status

Al Amerat and Quriyat highway upgrade
Al Batinah Expressway

Al Inshirah Boutique Hotel in Muscat

Al MadinaA' Zarga (Blue City) - Phase 1
Al Musanaah air base expansion

BarAl Jissah Residential Complex & Market
Barka Resort

Buraimi University College Building
Concert Theatre Muscat Project

Crowne Plaze Dugm Resort

Dar Al Zain - Phasel

Dubai Resort & Spa- Shinas Omani Resort
Salam Yiti Resort - marineworks package
Dugm Beach Hotel

Dugm Port - marineworks

Dugm Port - ship repair yard and dry dock
Eco-Resort at RasAl-Hadd

Extension of Palaceat Nizwa

Green Acresin Muscat
Hasik-Shuwaymiyah Highway

Hayoot Beach Hotel Resort - Phase 1
Hotels Development in Muscat - Hotel 1
Hotels Development in Muscat - Hotel 2
Hotels Development in Muscat - Hotel 3
Hotels Development in Muscat - Hotel 4
InterContinental Muscat hotel expansion
International Maritime College Oman

-
_

. —
5

Al Madina A’ Zarga or the Blue City

Muscat Municipality

Ministry of Transport & Comm.
Oman Tourism Dev't Co. (OTDC)
Al Sawadi Investment & Tourism
Ministry of Defence

Zubair Corporation

Alargan Int'| Real Estate Co.
Buraimi University College
Ministry of Palace Affairs
OoTDC

Zain Property Development
SamaDubai

SamaDubai

OoTDC

Ministry of National Economy
Ministry of National Economy
Ministry of Tourism

Ministry of Royal Court Affairs
Radiance International

MOTC

Ministry of Tourism

OoTDC

OoTDC

OoTDC

OoTDC

OoTDC

Ministy of Manpower

Execution
Design
Study
Execution
Execution
Execution
Planned
Design
Execution
Bidding
Execution
Design
Bidding
Design
Execution
Execution
Design
Execution
Planned
Execution
Bidding
Study
Study
Study
Study
Design
Bidding

S888aBas88EEcaBult

&3
3 88
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Jebel Sfah
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Name of Project

Owner/Developer

Cost (in

Jabal Al Akhdar Hotel

Khasab Family Resort in Musandam
Majan Logistic City in Sohar

Mirbat Beach Project

Muscat Hills- golf course - villas

Muscat Southern Expressway

Naseem A’ Sabaa

New Sohar Airport - passenger terminal
OmagineProject

Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre
Omantel Headquarters

Port Sultan Qaboos expansion in Muscat
Qaryat Qurum Luxury Township
Residential Township in Sohar

Saldah Complex

Salalah Crowne Plazaredevel opment
Salalah domestic roads

Salalah Port expansion - dredging/reclamation
Salalah-Thumrait Road Dudisation Project
Seeb Airport / Salalah Airport Development
Sohar Airport

SoharAluminium Smelter - residential units
Sohar Buraimi Road Expansion

Sohar Health City

Sohar Port and Industrial Area- Phase3
Sohar residential and commercial project
Southern Expressway road project

The Wave, Muscat - infrastructure

The Wave - Phase 1- villas and townhouses
TheWave - Phase 1- marina

The Wave, Muscat - Phase 2

TheWave- Phase2 - Fairmont Hotel
TheWave- Phase 2 - Kempinski Hotel
Tilal Al Khuwair - mixed use development

Tilal Al Khuwair

OoTDC

Majan Gulf Properties
Majan Gulf Properties
Dhofar Tourism Company
Ministry of Tourism
MOTC

Amouage Hotels& BRDB
MOTC

Alfalnternational Holdings Corp.
OoTDC

Omantd

Port Services Corporation
Al Qurum PropertiesLLC
Saud Bahwan Group
United Real Estate Company
Ministry of Tourism
MOTC

MOTC

MOTC

MOTC

MOTC

Sohar Aluminium Company
MOTC

World Health Organisation
MOTC

Majan Gulf Properties
Muscat Municipality

The Wave, Muscat

The Wave, Muscat

The Wave, Muscat

The Wave, Muscat

The Wave, Muscat

The Wave, Muscat

Al MadinaReal Estate

TheWave, Muscat

million $) | StaUs
150 Planned
780 Design
200 Design
30000 Execution

110 Execution
30 Execution

2500 Planned
300 Bidding
1500 Execution
50 Planned
31-100 Bidding
400 Study
1000 Execution
120 Execution
63 Design
31-100 Design
167 Execution
200 Execution
130 Execution
600 Bidding
251-500 Design
200 Execution
114 Execution
300 Planned
243 Execution

172 Execution
A2 Execution
100 Execution
160 Execution
100 Execution
000 Design
300 Planned
300 Planned
000 Execution

Q)}at urum
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Al Mazyounah Free Zone has bright
Investment prospects. developer

nvester interest in the newly-

launched Al Mazyounah Free
Zone remains strong, according to
Kuwait's Golden HalaCompany,
which has been awarded the Omani
government’ s mandate to develop
and lease thefacility straddling the
Sultanate’ sborder with Yemenin
Dhofar Governorate.

Golden Halahas set up an officein
Dhofar to field queriesfrom pro-
spective investors, as well as pro-
cessfirminvestment offers.

“We have been receiving alot of en-
quiriesfrom around the Gulf and
Middle East region, aswell asOman
and Y emen. People have been con-
tacting usfor specificinformation
oninvestment opportunities, facili-
tiesavailable at the free zone, and
incentives offered to investors.

We are encouraged by this vigorous
response,” the representative told
the Observer.

InApril, Golden Halasigned an ag-
reement with the Omani government
for the development of infrastruc-
tureat Al Mazyounah Free Zone.

The company has pledged to invest
an estimated RO 680 million over the

Source: Oman Observer - June 22, 2010

next fiveyearsin providing all nec-
essary facilities at the free zone.
Asdeveloper and landlord, Golden
Halawill investin aroad network,
officeand administrative buildings,
power and water utilities, drainage
services, car parks, clinics, restau-
rants, warehouses and showrooms,
commercial centres, and other
amenities.

“At present, we are focusing on de-
veloping theinfrastructure for the
first phase of thethree-million-
square-metrefree zone area.

Work on this phaseis due for
completion within six months,” the
representative said.

Golden Hala sees significant poten-
tial for investment in the trade and
storage of such goods as vehicles,
automotive spares, fruits and veg-
etables, livestock, fresh and frozen
meat, machinery and equipment, and
other merchandise.

There are also opportunitiesfor in-
vestment inlight industries, wood-
working and carpentry plants, food-
stuff processing units, readymade
garments manufacturing, plastics
conversion, and maintenance work-
shops of al kinds. Investment pros-

pects in the services sectors relate
to transport and distribution ser-
vices, warehousing and logistics,
catering, and documentation ser-
vices, among other aress.

Golden Hala has already begun an
intensive marketing campaign tar-
geting the Gulf and Middle East
countries, the executive explained.
“We recently took part in an exhibi-
tionin Abu Dhabi, which elicited
many enquiries. Soon, wewill have
ashow in Syria, followed by a pres-
encein Chinain September. Of
course, Kuwait and Qatar, besides
Dubai, will be covered aswell. The
response has been very encourag-
ing thusfar.”

Golden Halais part of thewell-diver-
sified Jawaharat a Fanar (JF) Group,
aprominent Kuwait based business
house with interests in the devel op-
ment and management of tourism,
real estate, industrial and commer-
cia projects.

Significantly, Al Mazyounah Free
Zoneisthethird free zone scheme
to be established in the Sultanate,
after the Salalah Free Zonein
Dhofar Governorate, and Freezone
Sohar on the Batinah coast.

Royal orders to build causeway
linking Masirah with mainland

H is Majesty Sultan Qaboos has
issued Royad orders to conduct
a study to construct a causeway
linking theisland of Masirah with
themainland.

The Royal directiveswere an-
nounced here yesterday by Ahmed
bin Abdulnabi Macki, Minister of
National Economy (MONE) and

Source: Oman Observer - June 22, 2010

Deputy Chairman of the Financial
Affairs and Energy Resources
Council.

In astatement to Oman News
Agency (ONA), Macki said that His
Majesty the Sultan has entrusted
the Ministry of National Economy
with thetask of preparing there-
quired study and selecting the best

international house of expertisein
preparing such studies and engi-
neering designs according to which
the suitable path of the causeway
will be selected. Macki pointed out
that the Ministry of National
Economy will doitsbest toimple-
ment the orders of His Mgjesty the
Sultan as soon as possible. —
Oman NewsAgency (ONA)
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Strabag Oman wins Sohar Airport contract

ell-known construction firm

Strabag Oman has been
awarded a contract to execute the
airfield infrastructure package of the
Sohar Airport project at acost of RO
27.6million.

The contract represents a key phase
in the development of agreenfield
airport at Sohar, which aong with
plansfor amajor expressway and
rail network, will underpintheport’s
city’ seventual transformationinto a
major industrial and economic hub
on the Batinah coast.

Strabag led afield of eight bidders
in securing the keen-contested con-
tract. Alsointhefray were Gamuda
Berhad (Qatar Branch), Gdfar, CCC,
thejoint venture of Alarko Contract-
ingand Lagan, L& T Oman,
Desertline Projects, and thejoint
venture of Hanjin Heavy Industries
and Yooshin Engineering.

Significantly, Strabag isalso under-
taking the first phase package of the

Source: Oman Observer - June 15, 2010

Sohar Airport project, which it was
awarded in May last year. The con-
tract, valued at RO 37.5 million, cov-
erssite preparation works and the
construction of access roads and
car park facilities, among other
amenities.

The second phase package,
awarded recently by the Tender
Board, entails the construction of
airfield infrastructure, including a
4,000-metre-long runway with turn-
ing loops at the ends. In addition, a
full length parallel taxiway with high
speed exitswill be provided, along
with terminal building and cargo
aprons. Navigation aids, and fuel
andfirefighting systemswill bein-
stalled aswell.

Inthethird phase, whichislikely to
be tendered out later this year, the
selected contractor will build apas-
senger terminal building designed
for acapacity of around 500,000
passengersinitially, aswell as
around 100,000 tonnes of air cargo

per year. Alsoincluded inthis pack-
ageisanintegrated air traffic con-
trol tower, and buildingsfor cater-
ing, and air rescue and firefighting
services.

Aswith all new airport projects, the
Ministry of Transport and Commu-
nications is overseeing the develop-
ment of anew airport at Sohar. The
facility iscoming up at asitelocated
ashort distancefrom Falgj a Qabail
roundabout, and about 10 kilome-
ters from the downtown centre of
Sohar City. Itsrelative proximity to
themajor commercia, industrial and
economic centres of Sohar, notably
the Port of Sohar, Sohar Specia Eco-
nomic Zone and theindustrial es-
tate, is seen as advantageous.

When operational in 2013, thedo-
mestic airport will also serveasan
alternativeto Muscat Int’lAirport in
the event of any contingency. The
facility will also support the growth
of cargo, courier and passenger traf-
fic across north Oman.

31 firms seek to pre-qualify for National
Railway project management contract

hirty-oneinternational and loca

firmshaveregistered their in-
tent to bid for a contract to provide
project management consultancy
services linked to the devel opment
of aNational Railway systeminthe
Sultanate.

Y esterday was the deadline for the
submission of offersto prequalify
for the prestigious tender. The suc-
cessful bidder stands to win a
seven-year contract as Project Man-
ager of themulti-billion dollar
scheme, with thelikelihood of a
more substantive rolein the future
development of the project.
Underscoring the robust interna-
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Source: Oman Observer - June 15, 2010

tional interest in the project, several
leading firmsareinthefray for the
project management contract. The
line-up includes Bechtel, Worley
Parsons Oman, Vissing, Parsons,
Mott MacDonald, Systra, Parsons
Brinckerhoff, Arup Gulf, EGISRail,
KoreaRail, PW&P, Sering Interna-
tional, Poyry Infra, and ChinaNo 4
Metallurgical, among others. They
are among more than 100 firmsthat
collected prequalification docu-
ments when the competitive process
beganon April 13.

Significantly, themajority of the bid-
ding partiesare also vying for a
contract to provide design and su-

pervision consultancy services for
therailway network.

A May 31 deadlinefor companiesto
register their interest in the contract
attracted atotal of 33 prequalificat-
ion offers.

The Project Manager’ smain brief is
to oversee the day-to-day manage-
ment of therailway project under
the direct supervision of the Su-
preme Committee for Town Planning
(SCTP), the government body
tasked with implementing the ambi-
tious scheme.

The selected bidder will be respon-



siblefor supervising the different
project phases and systemic issues
related to the planning and engi-
neering of therailway system, and
well as the design, construction and
commissioning of the network.

The Oman National Railway Net-
work will be developed infour dis-
tinct packages. Thefirst package
coversa280km length from Muscat
to the Port of Sohar.

A 150km branch line extending from
Sohar to Al Ainwill belaidinyet an-
other package. Inthethird phase,
the Muscat-Sohar line is proposed
to be extended to Khatmat Malaha
on Oman’ sborder with the UAE. Fi-
nally, in the fourth phase, the net-
work will be extended 520km from
Muscat to the Port of Dugm via Bid
Bid, Sinaw and Mahawt.

A key part of the Project Manager’'s
brief isto conceive and develop a
suitable structure for a Railway

Organisation for Oman.

In addition, the consultant will draw
up astrategy for the operation and
maintenance of therail system, ei-
ther by developing an organisation
to undertake this responsibility or
through the award of a concession
or contract.

Besides, the procurement and com-
missioning of al rolling stock and
machinery for therail project will be
overseen by the project manager.

In choosing a suitable project man-
ager, authoritieswill weigha

bidder’ sexperiencein, among other
things, the design of the complete
panoply of railway infrastructurere-
lated to both freight and high-speed
el ectric passenger trains.

Due consideration will also be ac-
corded to the bidding party’ s experi-
encein managing rail projects, as

well aslarge-scale schemesinthe
Middle East.

Oman’ sNationa Railway network
will compriseadoubletrack, stan-
dard-gauge (1,435mm) system with
provision made for the introduction
of high-speed trains, with speeds of
up to 350 kilometres per hour (kph),
inthefuture.

Initially, however, passenger trains
will be operated at speeds of 200
kph, whilefreight trainswill run at
speedsranging from 80 to 120 kph.
Thetrainswill run on electrical
power, supplied through overhead
electrical infrastructurethat will be
built along the length of the net-
work.

A contract for project management
consultancy services is expected to
be awarded by the first quarter of
next year.

Sohar Port phase Il work tendered

he Tender Board yesterday

awarded projectsworth RO
60,497,118 at its 17th meeting of the
year 2010 held under the chairman-
ship of Shaikh Nasser bin
Mohammed a Hashar, Adviser at
the Diwan of the Royal Court and
Deputy Chairman of the Tender
Board.

The projects included the construc-
tion of Sohar Port (phasell) in Al
Batinah Region (RO 27,604,855);
construction of 132/33 kv power
plant in the Wilayat of Qurayat and
theinstallation of electricity linesin
Muscat Governorate

(RO 10,600,868; operation and main-
tenance of ferry boats (RO
5,121,589); provision of support ser-
vices for management of the sub-
scribers services, billing and money
collection systemfor Oman Tele-
communication Company

(RO 1,393,200); supply of computers
and accessories for the Ministry of
Education schoolsfor 2010/2011

Source: Oman Observer - June 15, 2010

(RO 1,245,450); supply of
consultancy servicesfor theimple-
mentation of the 3G network for
Oman TelecommunicationsCom-
pany (RO 907,464); design and
implementation of Um & Jamamiil
and Qatitrah road in the Wilayat of
Liwain Al Batinah Region (RO
828,176); construction of Abdullah
bin Anas School for Basic Educa-
tion (8 classrooms) in Al Ghaizeenin
theWilayat of Al Khaborahin Al
Batinah Region (RO 769,960): con-
struction of vetlabin Sa'a inthe
Wilayat of Bidbidinthe Al
Dakhiliyah Region (RO 649,433); ad-
ditional worksfor the construction
of the Ministry of Education build-
ing on Airport Heightsin the
Wilayat of Bowshar (RO 643,041).

The projectsincluded leasing a
building for the Secretariat-General
for Town Planning (RO 480,000 per
year); provision of maintenance ser-
vicesfor SUN and DEL L equipment
used in billing and management of

Internet servicefor Oman Telecom-
munications Company (RO 456,227);
additional worksfor the operation
and maintenance of intake and
offtake of cooling water in Sohar In-
dustria Port area (RO 258,072); de-
sign and construction of Hail Al
Hareem/Ghubrah Al Tamroad and
Al Wabriyaroad in the Wilayat of
Demaand Tayyininthe Al Shargiah
Region (RO 242,000); additional
worksfor the provision of
consultancy services for the design
and supervision on the water distri-
bution network in the Wilayat of
Samayil (RO 162,400); additional
works for the design and supervi-
sion on the implementation of addi-
tional tanksprojectin Al Wadi a
Kabir, Al Qurum and the associated
works (RO 214,043); additional
works for the provision of
consultancy services for the feasi-
bility study, preparing the detailed
design for protection damsin Wadi
Samayil and raising thelevel of
Wadi Al Khoudh dam from recharge
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dam to protection dam (RO 144,520);
additional worksfor the provision of
consultancy services for the design
and supervision for the rehabilita-
tion of bridges and supportive walls
(RO 109,980).

The board also approved the pur-

chase of excess power from Sohar
Aluminum by RO 12 for each mega
watt/hour and by RO 5 during the
test periods.

The board also opened bids for a
number of projectsincluding onefor
managing the implementation of the

railway project inthe Sultanate.

The board also approved variation
orders on the ongoing projects, dis-
cussed topics related to projects re-
ferred by ministriesand different
government departments and took
appropriate decisionsin their re-
gard. — ONA

MSE, Voltas join forces to tap
Oman’s construction sector

ustafa Sultan Enterprises yes

terday announced their joint
venturewith India'sVoltasLtd, a
leading air-conditioning and engi-
neering services company listed in
the Mumbai Stock Exchange, of a
joint venture aiming the Sultanate's
fast growing building and construc-
tion sector.

Named VoltasOman LL C, the new
company will be targeting the execu-
tion of electro mechanical projects
inthe Sultanatein the areas of Me-
chanical, Electrical and Public
Hedth (MEP).

“It gives us pleasure in announcing

Source: Oman Observer - June 15, 2010

Voltas Oman, our joint venture with
Voltas that sees the union of two
leading corporate entitieswho are
leadersin their respective markets’,
Akber Mustafa Sultan, Managing
Director, Mustafa Sultan Enterprises
said.

“Both of us share the same busi-
ness values and are committed to
delivering excellencein project man-
agement, design, engineering,
safety, quality, and business effi-
ciency to clients through the new
V", hetoldthe media

“Weareformally entering the Oman
market to bealong-term player in

providing turnkey solutions and
world-class products and services.
Thesewill cater to the growing op-
portunitiesin electro-mechanical
construction arising from the many
prestigious building and infras-
tructural projectsinthe country”,
Shaukat Ali Mir, Executive Vice-
President and COO, International
Operations Business Group, Voltas
Ltd, said.

Minoo Saher, Group CEO, MSE,
ChandraDhar Pant, Regional Direc-
tor for MENA region 2, Voltas,

Dilip Sharma, Manager, VoltasOman
LLC werea so present at the media
briefing.

The Wave says 60pc work on waterways done

he Wave, Muscat has an-

nounced that more than 60 per
cent of construction on itsinternal
waterwaysis nearing completion
and progressing.

Thisisinlinewith theresidential
occupationsin theinitial construc-
tion sector, and this phaseis ex-
pected to be complete by end of
2010. Thewaterways, which weave
across five km of the residential sec-
torsin acurve fashion with widths
up to 30 metres, have bridges con-
necting the waterfront properties
throughout the development and
aredready homefor fish and other
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sealife.

Asaprimearchitectural feature that
blendswith unique marinaviews,
thewaterways are an exquisite
lifestyle component for residents
and visitorsto live and relax by the
water, bringing together the multi-
tude of features available at The
Wave, Muscat.

The waterways are envisaged to en-
hance a genuine sense of commu-
nity inlinewith the development’s
core objectivesto form atruly inte-
grated, harmonious and environ-
mentally sustainable community.

With construction of the seawater
pump stations progressing, the mas-
ter planner’ s objectiveisto com-
pletetheinternal waterwaysin sev-
eral phases with the first sections
near themain residential entrance

aready in place.

The Wave, Muscat has also taken
proactive steps in its efforts to con-
serve the environment by prevent-
ing harmful algae and red tide
growth, through utilising the latest
circulation and water monitoring
technology to guarantee that the
water is changed every 72 hoursto
keepit cool, clean and clear.



New projects signal tourism boom

four-star hotel comingupinAl

Khuwair isamong the many
properties currently under way in
Oman which signal the country's
booming tourism business. SA
Saman Rizvi, general manager of an
upcoming property named 'The
Platinum'in Al Khuwair, said: "Our
new four-star hotel, set to open
soon, isyet another sign of Oman's
booming tourism sector.”

Even as the construction is nearing
completion, The Platinum isreceiv-
ing avery good response from pro-
spective customers “largely be-
causetourismisbooming in the Sul-
tanate."

The Sultanate's tourism sector con-
tinuesto flourish in theface of inter-
national economic meltdown,
Salman added.

Source: Oman Observer - Junel, 2010

Experts say other projects currently
under way area5-star hotel in Al
Buraimi, Jabal SaifaResort, Salalah
Beach Resort, The Sport City at Al
Musannah, Hayout Resort in
Khasah, Haraf Resort in Khasab, a
tourist campin Nakhal, atourist res-
taurant in Darsait, and the newly
opened four-star Butterfly Hotel
Suitesin Sohar, to name only afew.

Around nine new hotelsare coming
up in the Batinah Region in view of
the booming tourism business.
Some of the projectsin the pipeline
include Al AigaHotel inthe Wilayat
of Sur, Firaq Hotel and Restaurant in
Wilayat of Nizwa, aConvention and
Exhibition Centrein Bausher, an
Eco-tourism Resortin Ras Al Hadd,
Abu a Nakhedl Resortin Barka, in
addition to many other projectsin
different parts of the country.

European and regional Arab tourists
have appreciated the fusion of rich
Islamic heritage and ultramodern
luxuriesin The Platinum, whichis
only 10 km from the Muscat Interna-
tional Airport andismerefivemin-
utes drive to the magnificent Sultan
Qaboos Grand Mosque, govern-
ment ministries, embassiesand com-
mercial businessdistrict.

Unlikemost hotels, The Platinum
boasts of separate facilitiesfor men
and women such as gymnasiums,
swimming pool, steam bath and
jacuzzi, al situated on the roof top
overlooking the city.

The Platinum has 85 roomsand
suites, esthetically designed, spa
cious and luxuriously furnished to
delight the discerning taste of GCC,
Asian and European tourists.

Muriya to showcase sample
Jebel Sifah apartments soon

el Sifah, theintegrated tourism
omplex being developed by the
MuriyaTourism Devel opment, has
started to take shape, providing a
glimpse of what the destination will
look like.

Spread over an areaof 6.2 million
square metres and surrounded by
turquoise waters and the Hajjar
mountain range, the destination of -
fers a choice of the view you would
want to enjoy.

Construction work isin progress at
different stagesin all the 18 apart-
ment blocks, whilefinishingwork is
nearing completion on five blocks.

A mock-up apartment isbeing com-
pleted, with the interiors done up, to

Source: Timesof Oman - May 22, 2010

givearealisticinsight on design
and space. The mock-up apartment
will be open for public in acouple of
days.

The63villas, part of theinitial re-
lease will bedesigned in eight differ-
ent styles of which 41 are nearing
completion. Inthefirst quarter of
2011, phase| customerswill start re-
ceiving the handover of their villas
and apartments.

Bahaa Kareem, marketing director of
Muriya Tourism Development said,
“all the apartmentsand over 70 per
cent of the villas have been sold
out. The ownersare 70 per cent
Omanisand theremaining 30 per
cent constitute expatriates mainly
from France, Germanany and Swit-

zerland.”

With the construction work in full
swing, Muriyawill soon announce
the release of new units and
schemes. Selective hotel-managed
new apartmentsand villaswill offer
aunique rent back guarantee
programme and will be operated by
top brand hotels, afirst of itskind
associated with freehold properties
in Oman. Thenew villasto bere-
leased will have new convenient
sizes. An on-site sales office will be
set up soon, to further enhance the
service to the customers, including
Site vigits.

Muriya has al so set up ahome de-

sign department, and are providing
ownersfurniture packages, interior
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finishing, audio-visual packages,
landscaping and upgrade options.

Theroadsleading to Sifah will be
widened for safe access to the desti-
nation. Theinternal roadswithinthe
project have already been laid out,
providing clear access to the prop-
ertiesand the marina. Final revet-
ment for internal roadswill befin-
ished by beginning of next year.

The central hub of * Jebel Sifah’ is
the marinathat will be bustling with
an array of activities surrounded by
lively restaurants, cafes and apart-
ment blocks with narrow, shaded,
cobbled roads when completed.
Even so, alot of thought and atten-
tion has gone into the planning to
ensure that the feel and look of the
place remains open and uncluttered,
at the sametime aesthetically pleas-

ing.

Themarinawas flooded in Novem-
ber 2009 and will be soon ready for

berthing boats. High quality
weather-resistant pontoons have
been put in placethat will provide
space for up to 150 boats.

A promenade will weavethrough
thelively marinatown that will also
accommodate amarinaboutique ho-
tel having 55 rooms. Nearing
completion, the marinahotel will
openinthefirst quarter of 2011 and
will be managed by MuriyaHotel
Division.

Muriya has secured a portfolio of
the most reputable and prestigious
hospitality brandsfor Jebel Sifah
that include Four Seasons Hotels
and Resorts, Banyan Tree Hotels
and Resorts and Angsana Resorts
and Spas, Missoni Hotel and the
fourth hotel will be operated by a
famous French hotel company.

In partnership with theiconic fash-
ion house of the same name, Hotel
Missoni will bestylish, intimate,

contemporary and eclecticin de-
sign.

The property with 250-room keys
will be designed by Michael Graves
and Rosita Missoni will overseethe
interiors. Construction for the
Missoni Hotel is scheduled to start
in2010.

Muriyawas established in 2006
when Egypt’s Orascom Hotels and
Development (with 70 per cent
stake) and Omani government-
owned Omran (with 30 per cent
stake) formed ajoint venture.

Since then, Muriya has announced
four projects across the beautiful
locales of Oman. Work isongoing
on two projects that are integrated
tourism complexes (ITCs) offering
freehold properties— * Jebel Sifah’
and‘ Salalah Beach'. In addition,
Muriyawill also be developing a
city complex in Muscat and a bou-
tique hotel on ‘As Sodah Island’.

Mega tourism projects in Dhofar

A number of megatourism
projects are under way in the

Governorate of Dhofar. Thesein-
cludethe Shatti Salalah Resort (first
phase) which is undertaken by
MuriyaTourism Development Com-
pany. The resort comprises of three
hotels, amarina, golf course, a
shopping mall, villasand hotel
apartments. MuriyaTourism Devel-
opment Company isalso implement-
ing Jazirat As Sowdah Resortin Al
Halaniyat ISlandswhichincludesa
specialised environmental tourism
resort comprising of atotal of 32 ho-
tel units.

Thetourism shopping mall, ‘World
of Salaah’, is being constructed by
Kuwait's Real Estate Consolidated
company. It includes atourism com-
plex which consists of restaurants, a
world-class central market Carrefour,
cinemas, snooker and bowling halls,
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amusement e-games and hotel apart-
ments. Thiswas announced ina
statement to Oman News Agency
here yesterday by Khalid bin
Musalam a Rowas, Director-General
of Tourismin Dhofar.

With regard to other future projects,
Al Rowas said that the Consoli-
dated Real Estate Company of Ku-
wait is currently studying the con-
struction of an integrated tourism
resort in Niyabat al Shuwaimiyah.
Oman I nternationa Devel opment
and Investment Company is cur-
rently studying the construction of
atourismresort in Aftailquot dis-
trict, hesaid. A number of projects
arestill under review, including con-
struction of an environmental resort
inthe Wilayat of Mirbat.

An MoU was signed between
Wahat a Yasmin Trading and Con-

tracting and Alilalnternational Ho-
tels, in addition to other projects
whichinclude development of Al
Mughsay! district and * Al Fazayih
District’, heexplained. It' sworth
noting that the Tourism Ministry
hasimplemented anumber of
projectsin the Dhofar Governorate
whichincluded ‘Al Morouj Theatre
that accommodates about 6,000
spectators, the Y outh Housing’
project in Sahalnawt districtin
Salaah, developing * Al Murnaif
Cave' in Al Maghsayl, buildinga
caféfor visitors, paving the 12-km-
long ‘ Taiq Cave-Jabal Samhan road,
besides undertaking the devel op-
ment of some tourism attractions
(first phase) such as the viewing
Siteat Iteen Cave, Hamrair Pass,
Jarziz and Sahanawt springs.

Theministry hasalso financed a
number of projectsin the Dhofar



Governorate, such as, the8-km-long
Iteen dual carriageway under the su-
pervision of the Office of the Minis-

ter of State and Governor of Dhofar,

in addition to construction of 15 wa-
ter closets (WCs) at different tour-

ism sites, being undertaken by
Dhofar Municipality. In conjunction
with Dhofar Municipality, theminis-
try has also contributed towards
lighting of Al Mughsail beach, fi-
nancing some 26-km-long roads at

springs and wadis, such as, Wadi
Darbat, Wadi Athum, Tubrug and
Jarziz Springsand Wadi Sha boun
under the supervision of the Re-
gional Municipalitiesand Water Re-
sources Ministry.

New roads to give Dhofar a facelift

ork of the 75-km Sdlalah-

Thumrait dual carriageway is
expected to be completed in Febru-
ary 2011, said Eng. Abubakr bin
Salim Al Dheeb, director-general of
road and land transport in the Gov-
ernorate of Dhofar, yesterday.

“The RO47.75million projectin-
cludes construction of five terres-
trial tunnelsfor passage of vehicles
at themain crossings, 11 tunnelsfor
animal passage whereas another
tunnel isfor pedestrians. The
project also includes construction
of aroundabout at Marmul road
crossing besides a 10km service
road,” hesaid.

“Work asoincludesimproving,
paving and lighting the dual car-
riageway a Al Yasmin 1 hill. The7.5-
metrewideroad startsat Northern

Source: Timesof Oman- May 12, 2010
Thumrait and ends at Hamrair Pass.

“Ithasa2.5-metrewide exterior
shoulder and a1.5-metrewideinte-
rior shoulder in addition to thelight-
ing of thedual carriageway, relevant
traffic safety facilities, road side
fencing and water dischargefacili-
ties,” Al Dheeb added.

The government attaches great im-
portance to transport and road
projectswhich link various parts of
the Sultanate. Roads construction,
levelling, paving and lighting are
ongoing in various parts of the Sul-
tanate, he said.

Al Dheeb also spoke about the
85km Hask-Al Shuwaimiyahroad
currently under construction, which
he said, starts from the niyabat of
Hasik inthewilayat of Sadah and

endsin the niyabat of Al
Shuwaimiyah inthewilayat of
Shaleem and Al Halaniyat I1slands.
TheRO77 million project isexpected
to be completed in March 2011.

“Pavingthe 14km Tiwi Attair-
Hasheer road in the wilayat of
Mirbat isa so underway. TheRO7.5
million project will include construc-
tion of a6 metre cross section and
asphalted shoulders. The road will
be opened before the start of
Khareef season thisyear. The
mountainous roads areimportant in
terms of serving citizensand easing
traffic,” hesaid.

Healso referred to the rehabilitation
of Arjut-Sarfait road which linksthe
wilayat of Dhalkut to Salalah. The

worksincluderehabilitation of 20km
of theroad at acost of RO23 million.

National Museum to be set up

he MinistryMinistry of Finance

has approved four agreements
and one variation order for develop-
ment projectsworth RO 19,925,000.

The agreements approved include
the setting up of aNational Mu-
seuminHillat al Niaamin Muscat
Governorate to the tune of RO
11,950,000, the designing and con-
struction of internal roads and car
parksin the Wilayat of Saham (RO
3,550,000), the purchasing of aresi-
dencefor the chairman of the Omani
missoninVienna(RO 2,436,000)

Source: Oman Observer - May 2, 2010

and the construction of 24 housing
unitsinthe Wilayat of Al Sinainah
(RO617,000).

The ministryministry also approved
variation order No 4 for Al Dugm
Port project at acost of RO 756,000.
The National Museumisno ordi-
nary cultural undertaking. It'sana-
tional monument deserving of a
place alongside some of the great
‘cultural jewels of Muscat currently
either under construction or on the
anvil. Notable among these'gems'is
the magnificent Royal OperaHouse

at Qurum, theimposing MagjlisOman
building at Al Bustan, and the pro-
posed Oman Convention and Exhi-
bition Centreat Airport Heights.

Construction work on theimposing
edifice of the National Museum is
set to begin on a site located within
astone'sthrow from an equally
splendidlandmark -- Al Alam Palace
in Old Muscat. L eading construc-
tionfirm Carillion Alawi LLCwas
awarded acontract to build the facil-
ity at asigning ceremony held at the
Ministry last month.
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Deals for infrastructure and
utilities projects in Muscat

spart of the government’ sini-

tiatives undertaken to complete
infrastructure and utilitiesin Muscat
Governorate, Sayyid Ali bin
Hamoud a Busaidy, Minister of the
Diwan of the Royal Court, signed a
number of service agreementsworth
RO 87.8m agreementsyesterday.
Thefirst agreement with Omani
Consolidated Contractors (OCC) in-
cludesadesign for implement the
third lane of theroad from Al
Mawaleh crossing to Seeb Palace
roundabout. The agreement repre-
sents the first phase of the project.

The second agreement was signed
with Desert Line Projectsfor the
implementation of the second phase
of the roads from Seeb Palace
roundabout to Bait al Barakaround-
about. The two stages of the
projectsinclude adding athird lane
on both directions of the road, di-
verting four Irish crossingsto
bridges for wadis, construction of
culverts at wadis crossing, concrete
protector at the middleisland, of a
bridge on the public road connected
to the road leading to Wadi Al
Arash road and two pedestrian
bridges; thefirst onetolink Al Hail
North to Al Hail South and the sec-
ond one links Maabela North to
Maabela South.

The cost of the two agreements

Source: Oman Observer - April 27,2010

standsat RO 45,595,708. Thethird
agreementswith Larsen & Toubro
(Oman) LLC, worth RO 6,716,990, in-
cludes construction works for the
Ghala-Al Ansab dual carriageway
project (second phase). It involves
the construction of an interchange
and side roads connected to it with
two roundabouts.

Dealssigned for implementation of
infrastructure projects, utilities From
page on the sides of the crossroads
to provide access and exists from Al
Ansab (third and fourth) and Ghala
village from Ghala-Ansab dual-car-
riage road, aswell asthe construc-
tion of aflyover onwadi Al Ansab
(100 square metres), completing the
dual-carriageway (3.3-km-long) and
the construction of a roundabout to
link the road with Al Ansab (second
phase).

Thefourth agreement, worth RO
18,675,084, signed with Federici
Strling Batco, providesfor the con-
struction of amulti-level inter-
change and Wadi Adai roundabout.
The agreement includes converting
the roundabout to a crossroads and
the construction of two new
bridges. The first one to ensure
smooth traffic for vehicles coming
fromWadi Adai towardsQurum.
The second bridgeis parallel to the
current flyover to ensure free and

smooth traffic for vehiclescoming
from Ruwi to Wadi Adai without the
need to pass the cross roads.

The project aims to solve the prob-
lem of trafficjamson Wadi Adai
roundabout and its side roads,
thereby increasing road safety. The
fifth agreement, worth RO 754,092,
signed with Oman United Engineer-
ing Services, includes measuresto
connect the quarters and residential
lay-outs in Maabela South to aroad
network (16-km long), construction
of box and tube culvertsfor rain wa
ter discharge, side protector and
Irish crossing.

The sixth agreement, worth RO
1,286,620, signed with Khalid bin
Ahmed a Shanfari & Sons, includes
the maintenance of roads at Ghala
Industrial Estate (13-kmlong) by
placing anew baselayer, in addition
to anew asphalt layer together with
one metre-wide asphalt road shoul-
ders. The seventh agreement, worth
RO 14,817, 440, signed with Larsen
& Toubro (Oman) LLC providesfor
the construction of the third phase
of the Oman Botanic and Trees Gar-
den of the Diwan of the Royal Court
to complete theinfrastructure and
services, aswell asthe electrome-
chanical services. Thetota cost of
the aforesaid projects stood at RO
87,845,8%4.

Infrastructure gets RO1b

he government plans to spend

RO1 billion oninfrastructure
projects this year as the Sultanate’s
economy is expected to grow six per
cent thisyear, Minister of National
Economy and deputy chairman of
theFinancial Affairsand Energy Re-
sources Council, Ahmed bin
Adulnabi Macki said yesterday.

Theeffect of the global financial cri-
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sishas had alimited effect on non-
Opec ail exporter’ seconomy, which
grew 3.7 per cent while other econo-
mies declined, he said.

Macki, who was recently awarded
an honorary doctorate in economics
from Seoul National University of
Technology in South Korea, was
speaking at the Oman Economic
Forum’ s second edition. Later, he

was a so honoured with alifetime
achievement award at theforum’s
award ceremony as arecognition of
hisleadership and achievementsin
the development of Oman’s
economy, the forum organisers said
in astatement.

“Our national economy’ sresilience
to the crisis has everything to do
with the fact that Oman boasts an



economic community that supports
diversification and one which en-
courageslocal and international in-
vestment,” Macki said.

Thefirst day of the two-day forum

also stressed on the government’s
five-year economic planto trans-
formindustrieswith minimal public
sector involvement, thereby en-
abling the private sector to move
forward.

The government is developing a
number of sectors such as manufac-
turing, tourism and an eight per cent
growth in the tourism sector isan
encouraging sign, he said.

Oman-German JV set to announce
entry into real estate sector

aader Hotels & Resorts, acom-

pany backed by leading Ger-
man investment bank Baader Bank,
is set to shortly announceits arrival
in the Sultanate with the planned
launch of anew upscaleresidential
housing development in Muscat.
Baader Hotels & Resorts has been
created in association with local
Omani business partners to develop
real estate and integrated tourism
projectsin Oman.

The newly formed company is
jointly owned by Uto Baader, Chair-
man of Baader Bank and Siegfried
Lingel, owner of German Merkur
Bank headquartered in Munich as
well asSilver CircleOverseasLLC,
the company’ slocal partner. Lingel
isalso the Consul General of
Mozambiquein Germany whilst Uto
Baader also assumes the position of
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Direc-
torsof Gulf Baader Capital Market
SAQC, part of alisted investment
company herein Oman.

All partiesbringto theregion a
wealth of expertise and experiencein
the development of successful real

Source: Oman Observer - April 25,2010

estate developmentsin primary lo-
cations across Europe. Baader Ho-
tels& Resorts Deputy Chairman,
Baader said: “We are delighted to be
launching our new company in
Oman at what isavery exciting time
for the Real Estate sector with excel-
lent prospects and opportunities for
both residential developments and
integrated tourism projects.

Our project is unique and strongly
supports the objectives set by
Oman'’ sleadershipto provide de-
cent housing toitscitizens.” “Oman
offers some of the best opportuni-
tiesinthe GCC at thistime and we
arelooking forward to announcing
our first major development within
the next few weeks— aresidential
development herein Muscat.” “Our
company has very strong financial
foundations with the backing and
support of Baader Bank, one of
Europe’ s most successful and larg-
est stock broking banks that has op-
erated for over 25 years’

Their entry into the Omani real es-
tate market comesfollowing advice
from Savills Oman advisinginves-

torsto purchase property in Oman
now beforeit istoo late. Baader Ho-
tels & Resorts was established fol-
lowing theinitiative of Uto Baader,
Chairman and founder of Baader
Bank Munich and was specifically
created to develop tourism products
and locationsin Oman. Baader Bank
Aktiengesellschaft isamong the
leading German investment banks,
and is headquartered in Munich
with anet worth of $235 million.

The Bank was established in 1983,
employs more than 350 peopleand
isamember of seven German stock
exchanges. It isalso amember of
Paris, Zurich, Amsterdam and
Viennastock exchangesaswell as
Virt-X, thetrading platform for lead-
ing European companiesin London
and Eurex, the derivatives exchange
in Germany. Baader Bank Aktienge-
sellschaft also recently became a
member of the London Stock Ex-
change. Baader Bank hasextensive
experience of investing in some of
the most high profile projectsworld-
wideand will draw on this strength
to develop a number of high end
projectsfrom around the world.

Oman-Antwerp Port pact set
to develop Dugm Port into mega-hub

man’ s success in snagging one

of the world’ s biggest ports as
apartner in the management of
Dugm portisamajor shot inthearm

Source: Oman Observer - April 25,2010

for the government’ s efforts to de-
velop aworld-scaleindustrial and
maritime hub on the Wusta coast,
industry experts say. Belgium’ s Port

of Antwerp, Europe’ ssecond-larg-
est port, signed the partnership
agreement with Oman’ sgovernment
last month, providing for the estab-
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lishment of ajoint venture company
to manage the Port of Dugm.

TheJV isa50:50 partnership of the
Government of the Sultanate of
Oman and Consortium Antwerp Port
(CAP) of Belgium. Thelatter itself is
apartnership of Antwerp Port
Consultancy, whichisa 100 per cent
subsidiary of the Port of Antwerp,
and Rent-a-Port, aspecialised Bel-
gian-based port services consultant
and investor. Rent-a-Port specialises
in, among other things, the engi-
neering and finance of new ports,
strategic advice on layout and op-
erations, management of portsand
industrial estates, organisation of
marinefreight of bulk materials, as-
sisting in processing and transship-
ment of mineralsin port areas, and
maintenance of shipping channels.

The company is credited with sup-
porting the development of major
ports and shore-based engineering
facilitiesin anumber of countries
around theworld. But it isthe pres-
ence of the Port of Antwerp on the
JV that augurswell for Dugm’ sde-
velopment into amega-hub for in-
dustry, petrochemicals and ship re-
pairs, experts say. Ranked asthe
seventh largest in the world and the
second largest in Europe after

Rotterdam, the Port of Antwerp
handled acolossal 158 million
tonnes of trade during 2009.

The complex handlesin excess of
15,000 ocean-going vessels and
over 64,000 inland craftsevery year.
Wholly owned by the Belgian City
of Antwerp, the multipurpose portis
engaged in cargo handling, logis-
tics, and industrial zone devel op-
ment. Morethan 140,000 people
makealiving directly or indirectly
fromthe Port of Antwerp. According
to experts, the newly established
management company will serve as
Port Authority for Dugm, similar to
the landlord model embraced by the
government for the management of
the Port of Sohar. The new manage-
ment company’ s mandate is to coor-
dinate, manage and grow the busi-
ness of Dugm Port.

A consortium of contractorsisal-
ready developing themarineinfra
structure for Dugm Port. Separately,
contractors are a so busy at work on
aship repair yard within the facility,
due to come on stream by the year-
end. Total investment in Dugm port,
which is due to be operational by
2012, isprojected at $1.8hillion. As
port authority, the management
company will also oversee an indus-
trial zone adjoining the port. A

Singaporean firm has been commis-
sioned by the government to mas-
ter-plan amajor industrial areaand
free zone covering atotal area of
around 24,000 hectares.

A preliminary study has already
identified the potential for anumber
of economic and commercial activi-
ties, notably heavy industry, il re-
fining, petrochemical processing,
mineral, small and medium scale
manufacturing, logistics, warehous-
ing, fisheries, and so on. Aspart of
itsbrief, the Singaporean consultant
isalso studying Dugm'’ s suitability
for awiderange of industrial and
commercia investments based on
the Wusta region’ s abundant natu-
ral resources, notably oil and gas,
minerals & fisheries, among others.

Separately, the state-owned energy
investment vehicle Oman Oil Com-
pany and Abu Dhabi’ sInternational
Petroleum Investment Company
(IPIC) arejointly evaluating thefea-
sibility of developing arefinery and
petrochemical complex at Dugm.
Furthermore, givenitsrelative prox-
imity to the East African and south
Asian markets, notably the Indian
subcontinent. Dugm Port isaso
seen as ideally positioned to serve
as atranshipment hub, experts add.

Multi-level interchange at Wadi Adai

@struction work on the
Itanate’ sfirst multi-level in-
terchange has commenced at Wadi
Adai in Muscat Governorate. The
project, an undertaking of Muscat
Municipality, promisesto introduce
anew level of sophistication to the
city’ sroad infrastructure, reminis-
cent of themulti-bridgeinter-
changesfound in major world cities.

Wll-known contractor Federici
Stirling Batco LL C hasbeen
awarded the contract to build the
interchange at Wadi Adai at acost
of RO 18.6 million. Theprojectis
uniquein that it will alsoincorporate
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asteel road bridge— a structure
that will be constructed at specialist
steel fabrication facilitiesin Italy
and shipped to Muscat for erection
at site, said Salvatore Simonetti,
CEO of Federici Stirling Batco.

Speaking to the Observer, Simonetti
praised Muscat Municipality’s
Roads Department, headed by
Abdullah a Saadi, for itsinnovative
choice of design and construction
technology that would allow for the
smooth execution of the project at
one of the busiest traffic junctions
in the city. TheWadi Adai junction
serves asthe city’ s principa gate-

way into thewilayats of Al Amerat
and Qurayat beyond. City-bound
traffic originating fromthe Al
Amerat and Qurayat ends, typically
extendsfor several kilometresdur-
ing peak hours, underscoring the
challenges for the contractor in
building theinterchangewhile en-
suring that traffic flows are unim-
peded.

The centrepiece of the interchange
project isanew steel bridge that will
soar above the existing flyover at
theWadi Adai junction, creating a
first-ever three-level road network at
thejunction. The steel bridgewill be



built on concrete pillarsthat at their
highest point will riseto 19 metres
aboveground level. Fromthe Al
Amerat side, the new steel bridge
will start from apoint abutting the
mosgue close to the Wadi Adai
junction. Soaring above the flyover,
it goes around the hillock located on
the other side of the junction and
connectswith the existing Ruwi-
Qurum carriageway.

Also as part of the interchange
project, asecond bridgewill be built
taking traffic from the Ruwi side
over the flyover and into the Al
Amerat carriageway in aseamless
flow that will significantly ameliorate
congestion at this busy junction.
According to Simonetti, the second
bridge, which unlikethefirst will be
built entirely from concrete, will also
skirt the same hillock beforeit
climbs above the existing flyover to
merge with the steel bridge. The ex-
isting roundabout will also be
signalised.

Inall, two kilometres of dua-lane
bridge structures and access ramps
will beabuilt as part of the Wadi
Adai Interchange project, says

Simonetti. Special weathering steel,
also known as'‘ Corten Steel’, will be
used in the fabrication of the girders
for the steel bridge. Corten steel rep-
resents a group of sted aloys
which were devel oped to obviate
theneed for painting, and form a
stablerust-like appearanceif ex-
posed to the weather.

Around 3,000 tonnes of Corten steel
will be used in the manufacture of
thegirdersat aspecial facility in
Italy, says Simonetti. Thegirders
will be shipped to Muscat via Port
Sultan Qaboosin around 12 con-
signmentsfor assembly at site. Ital-
ian specialistswill also be on hand
to oversee the construction of a
blacktop, consisting of alayer of
concrete and asphalt, on top of the
steel bridge.

“Theincorporation of asteel bridge
into theinterchange project will sig-
nificant reduce constructiontime, as
well asmake possibletheimplemen-
tation of the project notwithstand-
ing the heavy traffic flow,” says
Simonetti. “Becauseit can befabri-
cated elsewhere and brought to site
for erection, the steel bridge compo-

nent will minimiseimpactsto flow-
ing traffic.”

Federici Stirling Batco has aready
begun mobilising equipment and
construction personnel for the inter-
change project. Project Manager
Ziad Souaiby, acivil engineer from
L ebanon, is heading the project
team. Also on hand isateam of teel
specialists, led by Guilio Lorenzi,
General Manager of Verona-based
SCL Construction. Parsons I nterna
tional, the design consultants for
the project, are represented by its
Chief Resident Engineer, Juan
CarlosPeralta

The project is due to completion
withintwo years. For Federici
Stirling Batco, an Italian-L ebanese
joint venture, the Wadi Interchange
project represents another presti-
gious road contract under its belt.
The company iscurrently carrying
out anumber of road rehabilitation
projects at Qurum and Qurayat on
behalf of Muscat Municipality. In
the Governorate of Buraimi, the con-
tractor isexecuting amajor
dualisation project for the Ministry
of Transport and Communications.

RO 47.8m infrastructure projects

he Ministry of Finance has ap

proved 16 agreementsworth RO
47.8 million for theimplementation
of more development projects su-
pervised by the government. The
agreementsincluded the restoration
of the Birkat a Moze-Saig-Jabal
Akhdar road to thetune of RO 11.46
million; the design and construction
of internal roadsin the Wilayats of
Khasab and Bukhain Musandam
Governorate (RO 6.18 million); the
design and construction of internal
roadsinthe Wilayat of Al Suwaiqin
the Al Batinah Northernregion (RO
4.19 million); the design and con-
struction of internal roadsin the
Wilayat of Mahadhain the Gover-
norate of Al Buraimi (RO 3.48 m).

Also included are designing and

Source: Oman Observer - April 21, 2010

construction of internal roadsin the
Wilayat of Ibri in Al Dhahirah region
(RO 3.38 million); thedesigning and
construction of internal roadsin the
Wilayat of Al Awabi inthe Al
Batinah region (RO 2.84 million); the
designing and construction of inter-
nal roadsin the Wilayat of Al
Musanaain the Southern Batinah
region (RO 2.5 million); the design-
ing and paving of internal roadsin
theWilayat of Barka (RO 2.28 mil-
lion).

The projects included the designing
and construction of internal roadsin
thewilayats of Dibaand Mad' hain
the Musandam Governorate (RO
1.99 million); the designbing and
construction of internal roadsin the
Wilayat of Wadi al Maawil inthe

Southern Batinah region (RO1.97
million); the desinging and con-
struction of internal roadsin the
Wilayat of ShinasintheNorthern Al
Batinah region (RO 1.87 million); the
designing and construction of inter-
nal roadsinthe Wilayat of Liwa (RO
1.66 million); the construction of
Wadi Al Hayool school inthe
Wilayat of Mah' da(RO 1.04 million
); the development of the entrance
of the Wilayat of lbri inthe Al
Dhahirah region (RO 848,000); sup-
ply of laboratory materialsand
blood transfusion services (RO
811,000); and supply of medicines
for Royal Hospital (RO 739,000). The
ministry also approved Change Or-
der No 4 for the construction of Al
Saada SportsComplexin Saldah at a
cost of RO 502,000.
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Khimji’s Bait Al Ahlam launches
Bagno Design showroom

he6th Bait Al Ahlamoutletin

the Sultanate was opened at Al
GhubraonMonday by Italian Am-
bassador Cesare Capitani. Thisnew
outlet will feature avery comprehen-
sive range of creative bathroom so-
[utions under the Bagno Design
concept from Italy.

Bagnoin Italian means '’ Bathroom'.
Bagno Design isanew concept for
medium and high end bathroom so-
lutions; it bringstogether an array
of productsfrom different manufac-
turersfrom across Europe, provid-
ing customers with a unique oppor-
tunity to choose the best of designs
and products from top class sani-
tary-ware manufacturers. Bagno De-
sign is a name synonymous with
[uxury bathrooms and tiles around
the Middle East and Asiaregions.

Source: Oman Observer - April 21, 2010

Bait Al Ahlam Bagno Design show-
room at Al Ghubrawill showcase
leading designer brandsin Tiles,
Sanitaryware, Accessories, L uxuri-
ousMirrors, Jacuzzis, and Steam
Rooms etc from leading brands such
asApape, Apaiser, Bertocci, Art
Cream, Bossini, Bongio, Bati, GSI,
Effegibi, Bugnatese, Geberit, Fantini,
Galassaia, Nicolazzi, Hoesch Design,
Vado, Reginox, Simex, Sanit Zucche-
tti, Wagner Ewar, and Stoneforest.

Hritik Khimyji, Director, Khimji
Ramdas, said: “ The new Bagno De-
signshowroomisinlinewith KR In-
fraGroup'’ s strategy to provide
high-end bathroom solutionsto its
discerning customers. Our custom-
erswill now get to usethe best in
bathroom fittings and accessories to
experienceanew level of luxury.”

One of the main attractions of the
showroom isthe Dream Light
showerhead from Bossini. This
Showerhead reflectsthe beneficial
effects of seven colours on the
body and mind. Colourshave al-
ways been part of our world and are
avital force and source of energy.
The Chromo-therapy stimulatesthe
body and the mind and helpsto re-
store natural balance.

Vado has introduced a new stylish
showerhead appropriately named as
‘Sculpture’ comprising of six flexible
tentacles. Sculpture allows the con-
sumer to bend, twist and shape the
form into any position. The shower-
head is distinctive in design and
structure providing afresh slant to
bathroom design.

Tourism, real estate sectors
on cusp of sweeping growth

he Sultanate’ s growing popular-

ity astheregion’'sleading tour-
ism destination, together with the
country’ simproved mortgage mar-
ket, isaclear indication that thisis
the best timeto invest in real estate,
according to a study.

Property developers and real estate
agentsin the Sultanate saw renewed
confidenceinthe salesmarket inthe
first quarter of theyear, mainly due
to the major role banks have played
through their improved mortgage
facilities, says a study conducted
by real estate agency Savills Oman.

Oman hasemerged astheregion's
leading tourism attraction with the
development of itsintegrated tour-
ism complexessuch asBarr-Al
Jissah residences, Muscat Hills Golf
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& Country Club and The Wave,
Muscat. While these projects were
not totally unscathed by the global
economic downturn of 2008 they
havefared better than their regional
counterparts.

Thereport saysit isan excellent
timeto buy real estatein the sultan-
ate. “Thereisno doubt in my mind
that now is an opportune time to
buy real estatein Oman. If investors
wait longer they will amost certainly
missthe boat,” says Chris Steel,
Managing Partner, Savills Oman.
“With projects such as the expan-
sion of Muscat International Air-
port, the emerging Royal Opera
House, Shura Council’ s Houses of
Parliament building, and several ex-
isting new tourist developments due
to come on line, now iswithout a

doubt a unique time for investors to
maximisetheir returns.”

Steel said property values have re-
mained firm and the promi se of own-
ership for all nationalitieshasbeen
delivered. The Wave Muscat has
already handed over the first phases
of their development including the
first apartment block Almeria South,
and this month Muscat Hills &
Country Club saw the handover of
thefirst of itsvillasto excited own-
ers.

Most mgjor banksin Oman are pro-
viding mortgage facilitiesto nation-
alsand expatriates. HSBC, Bank
Muscat and National Bank of Oman
have continued to be active lenders,
most recently joined by Standard
Chartered Bank.



Such favourable trading conditions
are bound to attract new entrants to
the market and amajor new real es-
tate and tourism devel opment op-
erator is expected to announce de-
tails of itsentry into the market and
itsfirst major development inthe
Muscat areawithin the next few
weeks, says the report.

Asother countrieswithin the region
struggle to recover from the effects

of 2008, Omanisforging ahead with
increased government and private

investments in areas such as private
equity, integrated tourism devel op-
ments, infrastructure and real estate.

“Savills Oman has seen a surge of
interest from international invest-
ment organisations over the past
few months wanting to penetrate
Oman'’ sreal estate market. Thisin-
terest is supported by the develop-
ments Oman currently has under-
way to diversify into new markets
now and in the future, and investors
are keen to captialise on the benefits

these projects will bring to the
country and the region,” says Steel.

He says property market isvery ex-
cited about theimminent arrival of
new playersinthe Omani market
anditislooking forward to using
local expertiseto assist with new de-
velopments. SavillsOman saiditin-
tends to leverage the knowledge
and expertise of its senior manage-
ment team to devel op tourism re-
lated real estate productsin the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Construction of jJumbo runway
at Muscat airport right on target

he construction of the 4,000-

metre runway and other infra-
structure works of Muscat Interna-
tional Airport expansion project are
on target, according to atop execu-
tive of Turkey-based TAV Construc-
tion.

When fully operational, the 60-
metre-wide runway, will beableto
handle Airbus A380, thelargest pas-
senger aircraft intheworld, the
president of Turkey-based TAV
Construction and group chief execu-
tive officer Dr Eng. M. Sani Sener
told Oman Tribunein aninterview.

Hedisclosed that the 450m-rial main
contract-1, comprising the civil
works of the project, would be com-
pletedin April 2012.

“Thisisthefirst project of TAV
Constructionin the Sultanate. The
main contract-1, which was awarded
tojoint venture partners TAV Con-
struction and Greece-based Consoli-
dated Contractors Company (CCC),
comprisesinfrastructure devel op-
ment, anew runway and construc-
tion of utility buildings,” he said.

Sener said: “Wewill completethe
project as per schedule. Around 600
staff, including 300 engineersare
working hard to completethe

Source: Oman Tribune- April 15,2010

project. Thereare around 1,200
pieces of construction equipment
on site,” he said.

He praised the progress of the Sul-
tanatein variousfields. He said that
Oman waswitnessing rapid growth.
Several Turkish companies, who
have embarked on venturesin the
Sultanate, arefull of praisefor the
growth ininfrastructure and other
sectors of economy, he said. Sener
said that TAV Construction wanted
to be part of the growth of Oman.

“We are the lowest bidders of the
main contract-2 of theairport and

have aso bid for main contract-3,”
hesaid.

TAV would aso be looking to bid
for the proposed smaller airportsin
the Sultanate, he said. Sener lauded
the tendering processin the Sultan-
ate and added that it was very trans-
parent.

The Sultanate’ sairport expansion
plan and the launch of flightsto
new destinations are keeping pace
with the developments, he said. The
airport could easily become an alter-
native destination to Dubai in the
near future, Sener said.

Hesaid: “TAV Construction hasrap-

idly become Turkey’s undisputed
leader in airport construction sector.
Our aimisto become the leading
brand in airport construction inthe
region.”

TAV Congtructionisoperating 10
international airportsglobaly. Itis
currently executing contracts worth
$8.3hillioninthe Menaregion, in-
cluding theterminal building at
Dohaairport and Tripoli interna-
tional airport,” hesaid.

According to ENR (Engineering
News Record) 2009 survey, TAV
Constructionisranked third in the
world in airport construction.

Using the high-tech innovationsin
theindustry, TAV isableto com-
plete projectsin record time, simul-
taneously maintaining the highest
standards of quality and superiority
initswork, he said.

Thefirst phase of an ambitious plan
to expand and modernise Muscat
International Airport, whichisex-
pected to be completed by 2014, will
have the capacity to handle 12 mil-
lion passengersannually. Other ex-
pansions planned in three subse-
guent phases will boost the airport’s
capacity to 48 million passengers by
2050.
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Glorel signs agreement to build
Maktabi 2 in Wattayah

lobal Omani Development &

Investment Co. (Glorei) has
signed an agreement to build
‘Maktabi 2' project in Wattayah.
The project consists of developing
22,000sgm of office spaces, exhibi-
tion hallsand other facilitiesand
supporting services, for atotal cost
of $25million.

The project will take around 18
months and will contributeinthe
economic development of the coun-
try, focusing on commercial, resi-
dential, and tourism complexes. The
contract was signed by Sheikh
Mohammed Oufit Al Shanfari, chair-
man of Glorei, together with Fuad
Abdullah Al Kindi, CEO of Ibn
Khaldoon and Al Madaein Engi-
neering Consultancy and Syam Sun-
der, CEO of Larsen & Turbo, thetwo
companiesimplementing the project.

Mohammed Abu Baker Al Ghassani,

Pacts for development

Source; Timesof Oman - March 30, 2010

A spart of the government’s
endeavours to develop the in-
frastructure that serves the national
economy, 23 agreementsworth
R0O103.37 million onroads, aviation
and sea lands projects at various re-
gions of the Sultanate were signed
at the Ministry of Transport and
Communications yesterday.

The agreements were signed on be-
half of the Government of the Sul-
tanate of Oman by Dr Khamishin
Mubarak Al Alawi, minister of trans-
port and communications and gen-
eral managersof theimplementing
companies.

Intheareaof civil aviation develop-
mental projects, thefirst agreement
worth RO40.5 million whichwas
signed with Galfar Engineering and
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the CEO of Glorei, said: “The
Maktabi 2 project represents one of
the leading projects equipped with
the latest technology making it a
unique smart officein Oman. The
company seeksto use loca prod-
uctsand materialsin all itsprojects
in order to reduce cost, ensure qual-
ity and reduce carbon emission. We
aim to compensate our environment
against the carbon emission from
our offices by severa initiatives
calling for environment protection
by using eco-friendly materials. The
project selection process is based
on the locations that are consistent
with the principle of sustainable de-
velopment, saving water and energy
and preserving the atmosphere.”

Prior to investment, Glorei evaluates
the market with aclear visionin-
tending to find successful invest-
mentsthat fulfil the economic and
investment market conditions. Al

Contracting Company related to
construction of Ras Al Hadd Airport
inthe Al Shargiyah Region (second
package).

The second agreement worth
R0O2.83 millionwassigned with Ibn
Khaldon & Al Mada yin Engineer-
ing Consultancy Bureau isrelated to
consultation services for supervis-
ing the construction of Dugm Air-
port.

Thethird agreement worth RO2.12
millionwassigned with Al Ahliyah
Insurance Company related to third
party coverage of Muscat Interna-
tional and Salaah Airports.

Thefourth agreement, worth
R0O442,190 which was signed with
theNational Air Transportation

Ghassani said, “ The current eco-
nomic situation looks good follow-
ing theinternational financial crisis
that had a strong impact on severa
economic sectors.”

He commended the government for
advertising various projects accord-
ing to plansthus reducing theim-
pact, and as oil prices have regained
itsrecord levelsal these elements
encourage investment.

On another note, Glorei also inaugu-
rated its business centre (Maktabi 1)
in Al Khuwair in the presence of the
company’s board of directors. The
project consists of large office
spaces and provides safe and com-
fortableworking environment for
the companies entering the market
or expanding its business in Muscat
or inthe Sultanatein general, or in-
ternational companiesrequiring of-
ficesfor ashort or limited period.

Inked

Company related to re-designing
and planning air routes over Oman’s
skies. Thefifth agreement worth
RO174,221 whichwassigned with
Inco & Triads Oman International
Engineering Consultancy in asso-
ciation with GOPrelated to render-
ing consultation services for the
study of Musandam Regional Air-
port locations.

In the area of road and land trans-
portation development projects, the
first agreement worth RO19.92 mil-
lion was signed with the National
United Engineering and Contracting
Company and related to construc-
tion of the 31.5kmlong Y anqul-Fida-
Dhank road in the Dhahirah Region.

The second agreement worth
RO11.46 million wassigned with



Galfar Engineering and Contracting
Company relating toimprovement of
the 32.5kmlong Barkat Al Mowz-
Saiqroad (Jaba Al Akhdhar road).

Thethird agreement worth RO5.45
million signed with Desert Line
Projects Co. related to paving the
89km long Sowqrah-Sharbathat-
Shaleem-Marmul road (remaining
works).

Thefourth agreement worth RO2.80
million signed with Khalid bin
Ahmed & Sonsrelated to the de-
signing and constructing the 30km
long internal roads at Hayal and
Majzi inthewilayat of Ibri in Al
Dhahirah Region.

Thefifth agreement worth RO1.86
millionwassigned with Arab
Projects and Transport Company
related to the designing and con-
structing the 11km longinternal
roadsin thewilayat of Dima

W'’ Atta iyeen (Wadi Dimaroad) in

the Shargiyah region. The sixth
agreement worth RO824,950 signed
with the National Engineering Ser-
vices of Pakistan (NES Pak) and
Partnersrelated to providing con-
sultation services for designing and
rehabilitation of 1zki-Farq and Marfa
Fala Daris-Al Ghafat roads.

The seventh agreement worth
RO758,750 signed with ParsonsIn-
ternational related to providing con-
sultation services for the designing
and supervising the construction of
Yanqul-Fida-Dhank road.

The eighth agreement worth
R0O566,590 signed withthe National
Engineering Bureau in conjunction
with EuroStadsrelated to providing
consultation services for the de-
signing and supervising the con-
struction of Wadi Al Amirat-Dima
W’ Ata yeen road.

The ninth agreement worth
R0O312.300 signed with National En-

gineering Servicesof Pakistan (NES
Pak) and Partnersrelated to provid-
ing consultation services for super-
vising the dual carriageroad from

A’ Zaroubto Al Buraimi Hospital
roundabout.

Thetenth agreement worth
RO305,000 signed with Koy & Part-
ners related to providing consulta-
tion services for the designing and
supervising the construction of
Diba-Lima-Khasab road (second
phase). Agreement 11th worth
R0O216,550 signed with Renardet SA
and Partners Consulting Engineers
LLC related to providing consulta-
tion services for the designing and
supervising the construction of
Haima-A’' Sahmah road (Al Wusta
Region).

Agreement 12th worth RO189,200
signed with Driver Consult Co. re-
lated to providing quantity survey
services for the construction of
Wadi Bani Kharous road.

MoU inked for environmental
tourist resort in Mirbat

|'Yasmin Oasis Trading and

Contracting and Alilalnterna-
tional signed an MoU on Tuesday
for the operation of an environment
tourist resort in the Wilayat of
Mirbat in Dhofar Governorate on
Tuesday.

The MoU was signed by AlilaInter-
national CEO Mark Adilsonand Al
Yasmin Oasis chairman Mohammed
BinAqil BaOmar.

Mohammed Bin Aqil BaOmar said
the project comprises acomprehen-
sive environment tourist resort at
Khaisah Agianinthe Wilayat of
Mirbat. The project, which will be
set up over 400,000sgmt area, in-
cludes hotel rooms, villas, chalets,
marine park, diving club, health
club, restaurant, crafts market and
cultural village. The project, which
will cost around 30 millionrias, will

Source: Oman Tribune- March 17, 2010

be completed in 36 months.

He added that the project would
generate a number of job opportuni-
tiesinthefield of environmental
tourism and would have positive
outcome on the craftsmen and fish-
ermen inthelocal communitiesand
on the tourism and food suppliers
aswell.

The plansfor this project were done
in collaboration with leading experts
and consultantsin thisfield. The
project takes into consideration the
needs of visitors for such project. A
tourism environmental open area
that overlooks the sea has been se-
lected to meet the needs of the dif-
ferent categories of visitors.

Mohammed BaOmar said the
project would contribute to the
many efforts undertaken by differ-

ent authoritieswith the tourism min-
istry at the foremost to make the
Sultanate an international tourist
hub.

He added that the project, when
completed would enhance the ac-
commodation capacity in the Sultan-
atein general and the governorate
inparticular.

Onhisturn, Mark Adilson ex-
pressed his happiness for signing
the MoU and praised the eco-diver-
sity of the Sultanate. He also said
the company would operate two
other resortsin the Sultanate,
namely Al Jabel Al Akhdhar Resort
and Musandam Resort.

The company operates more than 20
resortsin India, Vietnam, China, In-
donesia, Laos, Thailand, the
Maldivesand Maaysia.
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Zubalir Corp. plans hotel, residential complex

iversified business group

Zubair Corporation plansto
build a new budget hotel in Muscat
in additionto aretail-cum-residential
complex, atop official said.

“Wearelookingintoit,” director of
tourism, Ziyad Al Zubair said. The
group would, however, would not
go ahead immediately dueto the
general slowdown inthereal estate
market in Oman but would start
working on the projects once the
market improves, hesaid. “ It will be
on mass scale and really depends
ontiming”.

The proposed hotel would target
the value-conscious business trav-
eller aswell asleisuretouristsand
the group may even look at using
the Traders Hotels' brand of the
Shangri-LaHotelsand Resorts, the
Hong Kong-based luxury hotel
group, Zubair said.

Source; Timesof Oman - March 15, 2010

Traders Hotels branded properties
arelocated in major business cen-
tresin Asiaand the Middle East.

Zubair Corporation already hasa
management contract with the
Shangri-LaHotelsand Resortsfor
itsBarr Al Jissah Resort & Spa, a
luxury resort with 680 rooms spread
over 124 acres by the seain Muscat.

Zubair islooking at morethan 20 per
cent growth inits guest arrivals at
itsBarr Al Jissah property in 2010,
Arbind K Shrestha, general manager
of the resort said. The three-hotel
resort had about 80,000 guest arriv-
alsin 2009 as compared to 100,000
during the previous year asthe glo-
bal financial crisis affected the tour-
ismindustry globally, he added.

Leisure travellers account for about
four-fifth of thetotal number of
guests from more than 50 countries
across the world while business

travellersmake up therest in the
three-and-a-half year old property,
Shresthasaid.

The property, by virtue of being part
of the Shangri-Lanetwork of 65 ho-
telsworldwide, benefitsfromthe 1.5
million member strong loyalty pro-
gram of Shangri-LaHotelsand en-
joys an average guest return ratio of
30 per cent, the officialssaid. The
city of Muscat has more than 1,600
hotel roomsin the luxury category
and the current economic scenario
would not allow the hotelsto raise
their averageroom rent in order to
boost revenues, Zubair added.

TheBarr Al Jissah Resort & Spaem-
ploys 1,075 employeesfrom 40
countries and plansto hire more and
takethelevel of native Omani em-
ployees up to 50 per cent of itstotal
staff strength from the present 32
per cent, Zubair said.

Oman realty sector to hit RO1.57b

he construction industry in

Oman is expected to grow by
2.7 per cent toreach RO1.57 hillion
by 2013 asthe government would
continue to spend on infrastructure
projectsaiming for diversifying the
economy, Global Investment House
(Globd) saidinitslatest GCC Redl
Estate Sector Report.

The Omani economy isexpected to
grow by three per centinreal terms
in 2010 benefiting from high crude
oil prices and ongoing government
spending, it said. Besides, economic
performance is expected to get bol-
stered by higher tourist arrivalsand
increased foreign direct investment,
thereby benefiting all the sectors of
the economy including real estate
and construction, the report said.

With respect to residential units,
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Global held astable view onthe
segment due to favourable demo-
graphics. Omanwould require
around 20,000-25,000 new unitsover
the next few yearsto keep up with
itsgrowing populationinwhich
about 43 per cent arelessthan 14
years of age, it said.

TheKuwait-based firmalsoheld a
similar view on the office space seg-
ment in the Sultanate for the short
term asit expected aflattening de-
mand in 2010 with amarginal ten-
dency to pick up towards the end of
the year depending on actual eco-
nomic performance.

However, on alonger term, it might
witness a correction with the deliv-
ery of 200,000 square metres of of-
fice spacein Muscat by 2012.
“Matching such supply within-

creased demand will belinked to
economic performance,” Global
noted in the report.

Although Global held astable view
for the residential and office space
segment in Oman, it held anegative
view for the hospitality segment in
the country as the global economy
were yet to recover from the
recessionary pressures completely.

Onthedemand side, it foresaw ade-
clineintourist arrivalsinOmanin
the medium term through 2011 as
morethan two-fifth of Oman’ stour-
ist countisfromUS, UK and other
developed economies.

Meanwhile, on the supply side, it
warhed of an oversupply situation
asthe major projectsin Muscat are
expected to add about 5,500 rooms.



Oman Cement’s new clinker project
to come on line in Q2

man Cement aimsto bring a

new clinker manufacturing
plant into operation in the second
quarter of thisyear. Theproject, in-
volving aninvestment of 62.7 mil-
lion Omani rias, will boost the com-
pany’s clinker production capacity
by 4,000 tons per day. L ast week,
the company announced a93.2 per
cent jumpin profit beforetax of
27.363 million Omani ridsduring fis-
cal 2009, againgt earningsof 14.109
million Omani rialsayear earlier.

Qahtan bin Yarub a Busaidy, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors, at-
tributed to increased earnings to
higher pricerealisationsduring
2009, aswell aslower procurement
costs of imported clinker, discon-

Source: Oman Observer - February 28, 2010

tinuation of cement imports, and in-
creased investment income. Cement
production during 2009 rose 3.6 per
cent to 2.075 millionmetrictons, as
against output of 2.003 million tons
in 2008. The company produced
1.161 million tonsof clinker during
theyear, asagainst 1.182 million
tons produced in 2008.

Clinker imports however sumped
28.8 per cent to 656,887 tonslast
year, from 922,343 tonsin 2008. Ce-
ment sales during 2009 increased
dightly to 2.178 milliontonsin 2009
from 2.153 milliontonsayear earlier.
Invaueterms, 2009 salesyielded
revenues of 68.284 million Omani
rias, whichwas 7.5 per cent higher
than earnings of 63.522 million

Omani rialsin2008. “ Thisincreaseis
due to the increase in the volume of
salesand improvementsin the aver-
age selling price of cement, ascom-
pared to the average selling price
during theyear 2008,” he stated.

Strong domestic demand for cement
allowed pricestoremain stable
throughout 2009. But increasing ce-
ment suppliesat low pricesfrom
neighbouring countries threatens to
put prices under stain, said Al
Busaidy. Commenting on the out-
look for thisyear, the Chairman
stated: “ The demand for cement in
Oman for the year 2010 as part the
report of a study done for the com-
pany indicated amargina decline
over the 2009 level.

Galfar wins RO 40.5 million
Ras Al Hadd Airport contract

eading Omani engineering and

contracting firm Galfar said yes-
terday that it has won a contract to
implement the key Phase 2 package
of theRas Al Hadd Airport project
at acost of RO 40.5 million.

Inanctificationto the Capital Mar-
ket Authority, Galfar CEO Dr Hans
Erlings said the company hasre-
ceived aletter from the Ministry of
Transport and Communications
confirming the award of the presti-
gious contract.

Construction work on the green-
field airport in the Shargiyah region
iswell under way. Desert Line
Projects, alocal Omani contractor, is
close to completing work on the first
phase of the airport project, involv-
ing the construction of access roads
and the provision of communica-
tionsand power facilities.

Aspart of the Phasell airsideinfra-
structure package, Galfar’ sbrief
covers the construction of afour-
kilometre-long runway, taxiway and
apron, aswell asthe provision of
fuel hydrant facilitiesand naviga-
tion aids, among other facilities. The
international-classrunway will en-
ableeventhelargest civilian aircraft
in operation today, notably the
Boeing 747 and Airbus A380, to use
thefacility.

In addition, Galfar will undertakethe
levelling of areasearmarked for the
construction of theterminal and
other buildings covered in Phase Il
of theairport development.

The Phaselll package, which will be
tendered out next year, coversthe
construction of 220,000 square
metre passenger terminal building
designed to accommodate up to two

Source: Oman Observer - February 25, 2010

gated aircraft ranging from regional
jetstotheBoeing 747. Alsoin-
cluded in this package are the con-
struction of an Air Traffic Control
(ATC) tower, and the provision of
boarding bridges, baggage handling
and security systems and fire-fight-
ingfacilities.

A two-year time frame hasbeen
stipulated by the Ministry for the
completion of Phase 2 of theairport
project.

Separately, Galfar also announced
the award of a contract for the con-
struction of anew Accident and
Emergency Department coupled
withaBurns Department at the
KhoulaHospital in Muscat Gover-
norate. The project, part of the
Phase 8 expansion of thereferral
hospitd, isvalued at 9.979 million
Omanirids.
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Muriya sales event to showcase
Jebel Sifah and Salalah Beach properties

uriya, Oman’sleading pre-

mium property brand, ishost-
ing a four-day sales event spotlight-
ing investment opportunitieslinked
to its prestigious Jebel Sifah and
Salalah Beach devel opments. Dur-
ing the event, set to take place at
the developer’s Muscat Sales Cen-
trein Al Sarooj between February 15
and 18, 2010, Muriyawill also unveil
apackage of exclusive offersand
attractive payment terms— appli-
cablefor alimited period only.

During the promotion, interested
buyers can explore aremarkable
range of purchase options of
Muriya s extensive choice of villas
and apartments, which are available
now at unmatched prices. Investors
can aso take advantage of adiverse
selection of payment methods that
can extend up to seven years. More-
over, any villaor apartment pur-
chased during the four-day promo-
tionwill comefully furnished upon

delivery, courtesy of Muriya.

“The upcoming event is yet another
demonstration of our commitment to
offering investment opportunities at
great value, within our Jebel Sifah
and Salalah Beach properties. We
aregoing the extramileinmaking it
possible for prospective investors
and homebuyers to own a piece of
real estatein some of the most desir-
ablelocationsin Oman. By taking
advantage of our unbeatable pricing
and payment terms, potential inves-
tors— Omanisand expatriatesalike
— can now fulfil their dreams of
owning homesin truly world-class
communities herein the Sultanate,”
said Niazi Mostafa, Vice-President
of Real Estate, Muriya.

Located 45 km from Muscat, Jebel
Sifahisspread over an areaof 6.2
million square metres of the
beachfront. On completion, it will
rank among the most sought-after

Source: Oman Observer - February 14, 2010

propertiesin Oman, offering resi-
dents outstanding luxury and an un-
matched lifestyle. The devel opment
featuresluxuriousresidencesin-
cluding villasand apartments, an es-
timated 200-berth Inland Marinaand
aMarinatown, two boutique marina
hotels, four international 5-star ho-
tels, retail shops, cafes and restau-
rants.

Salalah Beach on the other hand is
located in the uniquely distinctive
Dhofar region in the southern part
of the country. Set on an areaof 15.6
million square metreswith 8.2
kilometres of beachfront, the devel-
opment will eventually be hometo
high-end villas and apartments, two
world-class 18-hole PGA Golf
courses, an estimated 200-berth In-
land MarinawithaMarinaTown
and fivetop international hotel
brands among which are Club Med,
Rotana and Movenpick Hotels &
Resorts.

Qurum Commercial District
development plan unvelled

M uscat Municipality recently
completed the technical de-

signs and specifications for the de-
velopment of the Qurum Commercia
District, and parts of the wadi cross-
ing thedistrict. The project aimsto
turn the areaand makeit alandmark
attracting tourists and businesses
withitsvaried features combining
the pleasure of shopping and family
entertainment within amodern, com-
fortableand lovely environment.
The Qurum Commercia Digtrict
(“QCD") isanimportant tourist and
business destination for the locals,
residents and visitors considering
thelarge number of shops, malls
and commercial complexesoffering
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varied and various goods and ser-
Vices.

Municipality, in co-operation with
aninternational consultancy firms,
is considering suitable options to
develop theareafrom its current
stateinto acomprehensive commer-
cial and entertainment destination in
the heart of Muscat. The project is
now revealed whilethe municipality
is busy completing the draining sys-
tem to safely discharge the flood
watersfrom the main street and in-
ternal serviceroadsleading into
Qurum, and ensure easy and inter-
rupted traffic flow in all weather
conditions.

The project includes various ele-
ments, including apublic plazain
themiddle of thecommercia district.
The plazawill have pathwaysfor pe-
destrians, large network of pedes-
trian crossings and one main pedes-
trian bridge connecting between Al
Oreimi and CCC mallsacrossthe
wadi. The project also includes
maintenance and repair for both
sides of the wadi, completewith
resting areas, coffee shops and
other amenitiessuitablefor all the
family members.

The project aso includes aspecially
designed lighting system which will
play asignificant rolein highlight-



ing the development process, and
will attract pedestriansand visitors.
Thelights are designed on the
shape of trees covering the bridge
giving theimpression of walking un-
der the landscaped area.

The parking lotswill beredesigned
to be consistent with the recom-

mended comprehensive develop-
ment. The parking areaswill bere-
stricted to certain cornersand will
be designed to accommodate larger
numbers of carsand will have ac-
cess from the flyovers currently un-
der construction, in addition to ac-
cess from Sultan Qaboos Street and
Muscat Expressway, together with

therequired public utilitiesand ser-
vices.

The project includes numerous sig-
nificant elements, including prom-
enades and bicycle lanes, green is-
landsin the wadi to regenerate the
vegetation and open spaces lined
with palm trees.

Plan for greenfield airport
In Musandam makes headway

anish aviation specialist GOP

ficina de Proyectos SA has
been awarded a contract to prepare
amaster plan for anew greenfield
airport in Musandam Governorate.
The consultancy study marks a key
first step in the proposed develop-
ment of an international-class gate-
way that has the potential to
catalysetourism, economic andin-
frastructure development in this
strategically importance enclave.

Madrid-based GOP Oficinade
Proyectosled afield of nearly 10in-
ternational and local engineering
consultancy firmsthat bid for the
prestigious contract. The bidding
line-up included leading namesin
airport design and devel opment, no-
tably Pell Frishmann, ADPi Archi-
tects, Favaro & Milan Ingegneria,
Dorsch Consult, and Dornier Con-
sulting. Also competing for the
consultancy study were W S Atkins
International, Renardet, National En-
gineering Office, and Associated
Consulting Services.

The Ministry of Transport and Com-
munications, whichisoverseeing all
airport projectsin the Sultanate,
plansto fast-track the development
of the proposed airport venture with
aview to accelerating the pace of
socio-economic development and
infrastructure modernisationin
Musandam. The governorateis
seen as apotentially attractive can-
didate for investment in, among
other areas, tourism and energy.

Source: Oman Observer - February 2, 2010

Theneed for anew, green-field facil-
ity in Musandam has been
prompted by a recognition that any
upgrade of the existing airport at
Khasab isinherently constrained by
significant geographical and topo-
graphical limitations, among other
factors. Built in the mid-seventies,
Khasab Airport hasonly one 2,500-
metre-long runway which, according
to officials, isnot ideally suited for
modern jets of the kind that are op-
erated by Oman Air and other inter-
national carriers. Moreover, itliesin
the midst of mountains, making any
expansion avirtual impossibility.

Aspart of itsbrief, GOP Oficinade
Proyectos will select a suitable loca-
tionfor the new airport from among
five potential sitesidentified by the
Ministry. Inrecommendingits
choice, the consultant will bere-
quired to take into account airspace
requirements, natural and man-made
obstructionsif any, environmental
impacts, accessto utilities, proximity
to airport users, potential for future
expansion, and cost factors.

Envisaged isan international -class
facility with runways capabl e of
handling aircraft aslarge asthe Air-
bus A380 or Boeing 747. Thelength
and width of the runways and taxi-
wayswill be designed to therel-
evant standards prescribed by the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO).

Also envisioned in the master plan

isamodern terminal designed for a
capacity of 250,000 passengers per
annum. Gate positions, aircraft park-
ing space requirements, terminal de-
sign concepts, service buildings,
fire and rescue equipment buildings
and navigations aids, among other
aspects, will all be studied by the
consultant. In addition, the consult-
ant will be required to devel op short
and long-term projections of aero-
nautical demand to help determine
the ultimate design size and features
of theairport.

The proposed airport venturewill be
the latest addition to the Governo-
rate’ srapidly expanding communica-
tionsinfrastructure. In recent years,
significant all ocations have been
made towards the strengthening of
Musandam'’ sroad network. Mari-
time links between the Governorate,
abutting the strategic Strait of
Hormuz, and therest of Oman are
also being enhanced, most notably
through the introduction of high
speed passenger ferry services,
which presently connect Khasab
and Muscat.

New commercia ports, complete
with marinasfor yachtsand jetties
for high speed ferries, are also pro-
posed at Dibbaand Limain the Gov-
ernorate. The planned devel op-
ments, along with ongoing and new
investmentsin luxury hotelsand re-
sorts, will also drive up tourist in-
flowsinto this stunningly beautiful
region of Oman, say officias.
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Sohar airport phase 1 construction on track

bout 30 per cent of phase-1

stage of Sohar airport has been
completed and work on as per
schedule, said Stefan Altiebler, gen-
eral manager, Strabag Oman LLC,
the devel opment contractor for the
Sohar airport project.

Talking to Times of Oman, Stefen
said four million cubic metresof the
area had been cleared and that lay-
ing of concrete culvertsis currently
on. Thework which started in Sep-
tember would be completedin 14
months, he said.

The mass grading works necessary
to prepare the site for constructing
runway, taxiway, runway exits,
apronsand buildingsareincludedin

Source: Timesof Oman - January 31, 2010

phase-1, which hasan RO37.5 mil-
lion budget. Eight million cubic
metersof undulating terrain—
about 10km from Sohar city — will
have to be suitably levelled.

Strabag has also been entrusted
with building access roads, water
protection works, fencing, electrical
worksand other utility infrastruc-
ture such as a potable water net-
work, irrigation, firefighting and
storm draining systems. Theairport
will be built in three phases. Phase-1
includes preparation of the site,
phase-2 infrastructure, and phase-3
construction of thefacilities.

Bidsfor work in phase-2 have a-
ready been received and the Minis-

try of Transport and Communica-
tion, the client which issued the ten-
der, will finalisethe party it intends
to recruit.

Phase-2 includeswork oninfrastruc-
ture (roads, electricity and water
networks, runway, taxiway, firefight-
ing systems, and lighting), while
phase-3 includes construction of fa-
cilities (passenger and cargo termi-
nals, and catering facility).

The consortium of Hamza A ssoci-
ates, Robert and Company and Bur-
gess& Niplewas awarded the 47-
month PMC contract covering pre-
design study, detailed design, and
tendering and construction supervi-
sion, officialssaid.

Ruwi Master Plan’s first four-star
hotel complex to be ready by 2011

hefirst project of the Master

Planfor '‘Beautiful Ruwi' — a
four-star hotel—cum shopping mall
— launched recently isall set to be
ready by 2011. The RO 6 million
West Gate Palace Hotdl project, cur-
rently under way, isinlinewith His
Magjesty the Sultan’svision for a
'‘Beautiful Ruwi', announced in
Roya Decree 05/2010, which envis-
ages the removal of old buildings
and re-planning of the City of Ruwi.
This was announced yesterday at a
press conference addressed by
Sulaimana Salhi, Chairman, Gulf In-
ternational Investment Co. (GIC).

Hisother partners, including K K
Hussain, Director, and Mohammed
Ashraf, General Manager, were also
present on the occasion. Ashraf,
Managing Director, GIC, said, "the
architectural view of the West Gate
Palace Hotel will change the present
view and skyline of the‘ Ruwi High
Street, near KM Trading, replacing
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theearlier landmark, the erstwhile
Papoo Market". Hussain said the
hotel features 140 rooms, including
6 suitesand 134 rooms, 3 themeres-
taurants, a 24-hour coffee shop
(lounge), 3 conference hallswith ad-
vanced facilities, swimming pool,
and ahealth club.

The ground and mezzaninefloors
offer 80 shops (50 per cent of them
are designed for ‘gold shops', 30
per cent exclusively for ladiesand
kidsitems and the other 20 per cent
for electronics and other general
products. The property envisages
parking facilitiesfor over 140 cars.
The shopping section is scheduled
to be up and running by July 2011,
whilethe hotel will beready by De-
cember 2011. In response to aques-
tion by Oman Observer, Husaain
said in addition to the three million
rialsfrom the promoters, GIC has
taken aloan of threemillionsrials
from Oman Devel opment Bank for

the project.

The construction of the project is
being carried out Kehlan Trading
and Contracting L L C, who had suc-
cessfully completed several mgjor
projectsincluding the KM Trading.
JLP Associates of JL Lawrence
Paul, who will become a partner of
GIC by July thisyear, would manage
the hotel. The company, which has
plansfor 40 per cent Omnaisation,
said as per the Omani Labour Law
those who will be sent abroad for
training will haveto work for the ho-
tel for aminimum of four years.
Hussain said the Gulf International
Investment has also planned three
hotel projects for Ghubra, Seeb and
Salalah, in addition to three projects
inIndia

Hussain said Ruwi, the commercial
and main business district of the
Sultanate, isall set to witnessthe
replacement of narrow streetswith



old buildings, some of them builtin
early 1970s, with abrand new look
as the master place progresses. As

thefirst project of the Ruwi Master
Plan, theWest Gate Hotel Placein
the heart of Ruwi will help advance

thevision for anew beautiful Ruwi

with amodern business environ-

ment and infrastructure.

A great landmark in the making

C'(\)/Instructi on of the 57-kilometre
uscat Expressway isgaining
momentum so asto commissionitin
ashort span of time. Comprising a
series of 12 grade-separated inter-
changes, this Expressway will con-
nect Al Qurum round about with
Naseem round about via Al
Khuwair, Al Ghubra, Al Athaibawith
the Muscat I nternational Airport
and Al Mawaleh.

Thisambitious project is expected
to be an alternative road to the Sul-
tan Qaboos Street which hasal-
ready reached its maximum daily
traffic capacity. The Project team,
including the Muscat Municipality
asthe Engineer, Parsons asthe De-
sign and Construction Supervision
Consultant, Majan Engineering
Consultants as the Quantity Survey
Consultant and Galfar asthe Con-
struction Contractor, has estab-
lished the necessary links with other
agenciesto ensure timely resolution
of the critical issuesand prompt
implementation of the project.

Initially budgeted at RO 132 million
and known as Southern Highway,
this state-of-the-art six-lane express-
way is expected to reduce travel
time considerably and save much of
thetime spent on commuting. "The
world over, development isacon-
tinuous process and a gradual ad-
vancement when it comesto con-
struction of infrastructure”, Khalil
bin Abdullah a Balushi, Director, In-
formation Directorate at the Informa-
tion and External Relations, Muscat
Municipality told the Observer.
"The vital veins being roads that
can easily connect the city with
various other parts of the adjacent
places enabling easy and fast flow
of traffic”, Khalil said.

These hastening and giant strides

Source: Oman Observer - January 26, 2010

towards development in Oman may
have been a challenge to the offi-
cialsof Muscat Municipality. The
diverse topography with rocky
mountains and narrow and re-
stricted area between the sea and
the mountain from the east being
themain challenges. "To face up
these challenges, the municipality
officialsdecided to implement a
number of strategic roads that can
withstand any challenge thrown by
the fast devel opment that will take
placeinthe country”, Khalil said.

In 2004, the process started with re-
search and studies for a number of
quality engineering projectsin the
capital consistent with the success-
ful development process and to be
well-equipped to face the challenges
of the phases of developments an-
ticipated in the future. And that very
thought saw the birth of 'Muscat Ex-
pressway' that kicked off in 2005.

The numerous benefits of this
project vary from providing an alter-
native to the Sultan Qaboos Street
to offering a perfect connection be-
tween al the parts of Muscat and
neighbourhoods and an easy move-
ment between residential, commer-
cial andindustrial districtsand other
utilities. Thisproject isalso ex-
pected to create an open horizon for
the various parts of the city to com-
municate despite the natural ob-
stacles and mountainous areas
around Muscat.

Being constructed according to the
highest international standards of
highways, thisdream project will
provide plenty of room for thetraffic
flow from all over the country to
Muscat. The expressway, with its
dual carriageway with threelanesin
each direction, will contain all the
traffic from the access roads flowing

towards Muscat.

Y et another strategic significance of
thishighway isthat it will be ableto
connect to Muscat's three accesses.
Thefirst from the west towards Al
Batinah road through Al Naseem R/
A, the second from the south to the
road coming from Dakhiliyah and
Sharqgiyah connecting to Rusail
road, and the third accesswill be the
Bausher-Al Amerat road. After the
strenuous construction activities
through the rugged mountainous
area between Bausher and Al
Amerat, now, the arduouswork is
going on at the 6th Interchange.

The project consists of five phases
anditisprogressing at acommend-
able pace. The engineering design
for the Expressway is made accord-
ing to the highest international stan-
dards prescribed by expertswho are
closely working with the construc-
tors. The project is designed to ex-
tend almost parallel to the Sultan
Qaboos Street from the south, ex-
tending over 55 kilometresfrom the
Qurum R/A whichwill betrans-
formed in four-ways crossroad up to
Naseem R/A in additionto 28
kilometres of access roads to and
from the Sultan Qaboos Street.

Other engineering featuresinclude
dual carriageway of threelaneson
each direction and 12 high intersec-
tionsin order to reduce the number
of access roads as much as possible
together with the special installa-
tions to protect the road across sev-
eral deep valleys. Muscat Munici-
pality has been implementing these
projects based on comprehensive
study on the traffic inputs carried
out throughout the capital city
along with expected changes.

The studies resulted in a package of
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the best solution to the snarls that
take considerabletime on the roads.
And besides, al these projects will

road projects consistent with the
latest traffic standards to achieve
the best traffic flow and to provide

be supporting each other in order to
performitsanticipated rolesin na-
tion building.

UK companies eye Muscat,
Salalah airport expansion projects

Source: Oman Tribune- January 26, 2010

heBritish Aviation Group

(BAG), theleading representa
tive body for UK aviation and air-
port devel opment companies, isin
talkswith the Sultanate’ sgovern-
ment to take part in the 2-billion-rial
expansion plan of the country’stwo
international gatewaysin Muscat
and Salalah.

AV G chairman Alan Lamondtold
Oman Tribune: “ Oman and the Mid-
east are regions of great potential
for future growth. It isencouraging
that UK suppliers have received
such ahighlevel of interest from
Omani administration. The
upgradation schemes at Muscat and
Salalh are opportunitiesfor usto
demonstrate our expertise.”

Lamond, whoisintown leading a
British trade and investment mis-
sion, is confident the group is
equipped to supply the technical
know-how and management exper-
tise for mega aviation ventures. “We
haveanimpressivetrack recordin
airport financing, masterplanning,
designing, equipment supply and
operations. Many lessons have

been |earnt and we are pleased to
share our experience across the
spectrum of airport development
globaly.”

The Sultanate’ sairport expansion
plan, which aso includes astring of
new domestic airports, will demand
atotal investment of over 3 billion
rials. It will becompletedina
phased manner and is expected to
trigger tourism and socio-economic
boom.

When operational by early 2013, the
modernised Muscat | nternational
Airport will boast anew runway,
several taxiways and aprons, and a
state-of-the-art terminal withaca
pacity to handle 12 million passen-
gersannually.

Further expansions planned in sub-
sequent phaseswill ultimately in-
creasetheairport capacity to 48 mil-
lion passengers by 2050. Salaah In-
ternational Airport will be
modernised to cater to the city’s
rapid growth as atourism destina-
tion and major transshipment hub
and free zone.

Slew of projects in BEC

ahwan Engineering Company

(BEC) isundertaking adew of
nation-building projectsin 2010, in-
cluding developing the electro-me-
chanical infrastructure project at the
new Muscat | nternational Airport,
one of the largest projects and the
new psychiatric hospital in Al
Amerat.

“Theinfrastructure project compris-
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ing a34,000-tonne central cooling
plant, A0MVA standby power gen-
eration equipment, three 132/11kV
substations, 70 11kV/415V second-
ary substations, 350km of cabling
and 24km of chilled water piping and
servicesfor 22 ancillary utility build-
ingswhich are being set up by BEC
at theairport isthe largest to datein
the Sultanate,” BEC managing direc-
tor SK Virmani said.

The companieson the British trade
mission which took part inthetalks
and site visits include Aerospace
Resources, Airport Design Consult,
Aeronautical and Genera Instru-
ments and Ultra Electronics.

One of themajor challengesin
building airportsin Omanisprovid-
ing drainage. Lamond, along with
other BAG members, have con-
ducted detailed site inspections to
tackle these problems and identified
suitable areasfor participation.

TheBAG whichisfacing stiff com-
petition from French and European
consortiums to win contracts, says
their decision to focus more on the
regionwill bring in results.

“We have decided to divert our at-
tention to thisregion. The aviation
sector is showing a steady growth
inthe Middle East and airport ex-
pansion venturesarein full stream,”
says Lamond.

Themissionwill dsovisit Saudi

Arabia, wherethey will hold talkson
Jeddah airport expansion plan.

pipeline

Source: Oman Tribune- January 26, 2010

“We have excelled for 33 years con-
tinuously and are proud that we are
apart of the nation’ s devel opmental
projects. The projects undertaken
include power plants at variouslo-
cations, LNG plantsat Qalhat, hos-
pitalsal over the Sultanate, seawa-
ter intake project and fertiliser plant
in Sohar, Shargiyah desalination
plant (IWP) in Sur, anumber of PDO
projects, including Saih Rawl deple-



tion compression project and
Marmul polymer flooding project
and the extension project of Oman
Refinery plantin MinaAl Fahal,” he
said.

BEC' s success can be attributed to
thevision and leadership of Virmani,
who hasbuilt aresilient organiza-
tion capable of sustaining itself. To-
day, BEC' sfootprints can be seenin
alarge number of infrastructure

projects such as LNG plants, power
plants, hospitals and oil and gas
projectswhereit hasbuilt areputa-
tion for excellence and world-class
standards.

Al Madina Real Estate signs pact

for

| MadinaReal Estate and Qual-

ity Furnitures have signed a
contract for Poggenpohl Kitchens
tobeinstalledinthenew Al Tild
mega Complex at Ghubra Round-
about.

Al Madina Real Estate pursuesits
resolveto give their customers and
tenants the highest quality apart-
ment by installing premium modular
kitchen manufactured by Poggen-
pohl, Germany, in the 359 well-ap-
pointed apartments at the Tilal Com-
plex. Poggenpohl’s high standards
and superior finishwill goalong
way in enhancing and adding to
evolved state of living in the mixed
development at Al Khuwair andis
one of the reasons why Quality
Furnitures brought Poggenpohl to
Oman.

Kitchens and bathrooms are the key
selling or renting featuresinresi-
dences, so with the installation of
kitchens from the most recognisable
and eco-friendly kitchen manufac-
turer, (Poggenpohl only use water
based lacquers, paints and stains
and only use sustainable forests for
their wood), Al Madinanot only fo-
cuses on maintaining high quality,
but also makesit easier for potential
buyers and tenants to choose the
Tilal Complex over other residential
buildingsin Oman and protecting
the planet at the sametime.

“Thecomplex will aso havethe
largest shopping mall in Oman with
shops, restaurants and a food court.
Inaddition, thereare plansfor a
luxury hotel to be added to the com-
plex,” apressreleaseissued yester-

Poggenpohl Kitchens

Source: Oman Observer - January 26, 2010

day said. All Omani Property Devel-
opers have to upgrade their proper-
tiesto a higher standard to encour-
age buyers and tenants and Al
Madina Real Estate is showing the
way by upgrading their complex
with the help of Quality Furnitures
and Poggenpohl.

Quality Furnituresisfully equipped
to design, supply and install kitch-
ensfromindividual villasto large
estates or complexes using the lat-
est design software. Al MadinaReal
Estate SAOG catersto versatilecli-
entele and has shown it is not only
the celebritiesand ultrarich who
can have a Poggenpohl kitchen but
by adding a Poggenpohl kitchenin
theTilal Complex they are providing
the finest of kitchens to every one
of their customers.

1.18-billion-rial real estate transactions in 2009

hetotal value of thereal estate

transactionsin the Sultanatein
2009 amounted to 1.188 hillionrials
with afall of 52.6 per cent compared
to2.5hillionrialsin 2008.

Accordingto Abdullah Bin Salim Al
Mukhini, Secretary of Property Reg-
istration at the Ministry of Housing,
the total fees collected at the secre-
tariat and property registration de-
partments at housing departments
and directoratesin the wilayats and
regions of the Sultanatein 2009 was

Source: Oman Tribune- January 25, 2010

25millionriaswith afall of 56.4 per
cent comparedto 59 millionriasin
2008,

Al Mukhini said of the 224,078 re-
alty transactions registered across
the Sultanate last year, 50,001 were
in Muscat governorate, 11,608in
Dhofar governorate, 64,532in Al
Batinahregion, 39,275in Al Shar-
giyahregion, 26,891in Al Dakhiliyah
region, 21,364 in Al Dhahirahregion,
6,194 in Buraimi governorate, 3,168
in Musandam governorateand 1,045

in Al Wustaregion.

Thetotal number of title deedsis-
sued in 2009 was 137,562 with ade-
crease of 17.7 per cent compared to
167,155titledeedsissued in 2008. A
total of 67,683 new title deedswere
issued in 2008 with afall of 38.1 per
cent compared to 109 new title
deedsissued in 2008.

The number of title deeds issued to

thecitizens of other GCC countries
was 3,295 with adecrease of 14.2 per
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cent compared to 3,841 title deeds
issued tothemin 2008. Al Mukhini
also said 47,688 sales contracts
worthover 415 millionrialswere
signed in 2009. Thetotal feescol-
lected from such contracts

amounted to 12 millionrialswitha
fall of 64.1 per cent compared to 34
millionriyalscollected in 2008.

Asmany as 950 exchange contracts
were signed in 2009 with an increase

of 18.2 per cent compared to 804
signed in 2008. Thetotal feescol-
lected from these amounted to
46,000 riaswithanincreaseof 7.5
per cent increase compared to
43,000ridscollectedin 2008.

GCC construction sector likely to see boom

he construction sector in the

GCCison courseto achieve
high growth thisyear following a
rebound in the construction and real
estate sector.

According to arecent report, this
followsthe global economic recov-
ery beginning to gain afoothold in
major industrialised countries.

Thereport says GCC countriesare
seeing stability in various economic
sectors and activitieswhich will

play amgjor rolein attracting invest-
ments and foreign funds.

The construction sector in the GCC
states suffered big financial losses
inthe global crisiswhich led to most
of the GCC countriesdelaying major

Source: Oman Tribune- January 21, 2010

projectsin 2009, which are estimated
to beworth $2.5trillionin 3,519
projects.

According to the report, the Sultan-
ate will be one of the most favoured
investment destinations among GCC
countries asit has certain elements
in the construction and real estate
sectorswhich will contribute to at-
tracting domestic and foreignin-
vestments.

The report comes on the back of the
Sultanate’ s preparation to implement
its8th five-year Plan, whichisex-
pected to meet the economic and in-
vestment aspirations, particularly in
industrial investment, trade, tourism,
ports, roads and other investment
programmeskeepingin view thevi-

sion for the Omani economy in 2020.

The government has set apart
nearly 7 billion rialsto strengthen
productive sectorsin its current
budget with additional fundsfor de-
velopment of strategic and service
projects, including tourism and real
estate.

The economic development con-
firmsthe demand for real estate will
grow, whichisalso akey factor that
will enhance the construction indus-
try in Oman in the near future.

Itisestimated that the Gulf region
could spend nearly $600 billion on
infrastructure projects and con-
struction sector thanks to the rise of
oil prices.

Finance ministry okays deals worth 27.7m rials

he Ministry of Finance on Sun-

day approved 13 agreements
worth 27.7 millionrialsas part of the
development projectsbeing imple-
mented by the Sultanate’ s govern-
ment.

Theministry approved an agree-
ment worth 11.91 millionriasto pro-
vide food services for SQU students
for three years. The second agree-
ment worth 3.6 millionwassigned
for constructing housing units at
the hospital residential areainthe
Wilayat of Sur.

A cavalry track * Al Rahba will be

builtinthe Wilayat of Barkaat a
cost of 2.24 millionrias. Another
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deal worth 1.72 million rialsfor the
design, supply and installation of IT
system for the dry dock project in
theWilayat of A’ Dugminthe Al
Wustaregionwill beimplementedin
11 months.

The agreements approved include a
1.64-million-rial deal for the supply
of medicinesfor the Ministry of
Health, the construction of 37 hous-
ing unitsin Madirah villageat Ma-
hout in the Al Wustaregion at a
cost of 1.19 millionrialsand supply
of vaccinesfor the Ministry of
Health at acost of 1.06 millionrials.

Thirty housing unitswill comeupin
Al Jawiyah villagein the Wilayat of

Mahout in Al Wustaregion at a cost
of 905,000 rials. Another 20 housing
unitswill bebuiltin Sarab village of
the samewilayat at acost of 725,000
rias.

Eighteen housing unitswill come up
inHafr villageinthe Wilayat of
Bahlainthe Al Dakhiliyah region at
acost of 720,000rials. The Wilayat
of Bahlawill aso gain with the con-
struction of public utilities at cost of
612,000rids.

Other agreementsinclude, hiring
staff for the colleges of technology
at acost of 551,000 rialsand supply
of vehiclesfor the Interior Ministry
at acost of 528,000 rials.



Vibrant new city in Dugm on anvil

A uthorities overseeing the de-
velopment of aworld-scale port
and industrial hub at Dugm on the
Wousta coast, are laying the ground-
work for the establishment of a
model city that promises to be the
pride of Oman’ surban landscapein
thefuture. Boasting international -
classamenitiesand all thetrappings
of amodern urban setting, the pro-
posed City of Dugm will beaninte-
gra part of the‘ Dugm Develop-
ment’, amulti-billionria initiative
that will transform thisremote cor-
ner of the Sultanate into an indus-
trial powerhouse.

Other key elements of the ambitious
Dugm Development initiativein-
clude aport and dry dock complex,
freetrade zone, industrial area, tour-
ism zone, airport, and the country’s
first coal-fired independent power
and water project — all of whichare
in various stages of design and de-
velopment. Thetask of drawing up
the urban design master plan of the
proposed Dugm City will be as-
signed to an experienced consultant
inacompetitiveinternational tender
floated by the government recently.
The successful bidder will advise
the Supreme Committeefor Town
Planning (SCTP), whichisoversee-
ing the overall master-planning of
the Dugm Development, inthe ur-
ban design of Dugm City.

A number of well-knownlocal and
international consulting firms have

Source: Oman Observer - January 16, 2010

signalled interest in the contract.
Bidderslooking to participatein the
tender include Ramboll, Dar &
Handasah, KEO International Con-
sultants, Khatib & Alami, Arcop
Middle East, Parsons, Jurong, Inte-
grated Consulting, Oman Arab Con-
sulting, Meinhardt Consulting, Mott
MacDonald, and Miles Engineering.
Bidscloseon March 3, 2010. Envis-
aged at Dugm isavibrant city
cdesigned on an innovative and
sustainable socio-industrial model.

Thecity will be hometo potentially
tens of thousands of people em-
ployed by a number of megaindus-
tries, utilitiesand infrastructure
projects due to come on stream at
Dugm inthe coming years. Opportu-
nitiesin tourism, commercial activi-
ties, real estate, and support ser-
viceslike health, education, recre-
ation and entertainment, will con-
tribute to an influx of businessin-
vestors, professionals and workers,
aswell astheir families.

In master-planning the urban design
of the city, the selected consultant
will takeinto account, among other
things, urban growth patterns and
development densities, traffic and
transport patterns and provisions,
projected population and demo-
graphic growth, and provision of
public amenities. Other issuesto be
addressed by the master planin-
clude projected employment oppor-
tunities linked to the variousindus-
tries planned at Dugm, provision of

community support serviceslike
health and education, provision of
public parks and recreation areas,
and the provision of water resource,
wastewater and energy resource
management.

Additionally, the Dugm urban mas-
ter plan will establish the broad dis-
tribution and zoning of variousresi-
dential typologies, industrial activi-
tiesand mgjor educational facilities.
Furthermore, it will alsoidentify the
broad distribution of commercia fa-
cilities, sport and recreational facili-
ties, cultural and entertainment fa-
cilities, and amenities such as hospi-
tals and places of worship. A de-
tailed transportation, road network,
infrastructureand utilities plan will
also beincorporated in the scheme.

To ensure the effectiveimplementa
tion of the master plan, the consult-
ant will formulate detailed devel op-
ment control & urban design guide-
lines. These guidelineswill serve as
references for landowners, develop-
ers, architects and engineers en-
gaged in any development within
the city. Development guidelines
and parameterswill be designed to
alow flexibility for innovative de-
signs, whilereflecting Oman’sdis-
tinctive heritage and culture. Also
as part of its brief, the consultant
will prepareinfrastructure plansfor
the city and tourism zone, which to-
gether form the core areas of the ur-
ban design master plan study.

New projects worth RO 87.5 million

he Tender Board has awarded

projectsworth 87.52 million
rials. The projects awarded during
the council’ sfirst meeting of the
year here yesterday include: Provid-
ing teaching staff for technology
colleges of the Ministry of Man-
power (14.5millionriads—dl other

Source: Oman Observer - January 12, 2010

figuresinrial); additional worksfor
the construction of the Hasik-Al
Shuwaimiyah highway in Dhofar
Governorate (13.99 million); civil
works on Sograh-Sharbathat-
Shaleem-Marmoul road in Dhofar
Governorate (5.45 million); adding
new power generation units at

Khasab Power Plant in Musandam
Governorate (2.99 million); construc-
tion of a power transformer station
at the Royal Hospital (2 million);
construction of power transformer
station at Bausher Heightsin Mus-
cat Governorate (1.9 million); de-
signing and construction of internal
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roadsintheWilayat of Dima

W’ attayeen (Wadi Dimaroad) inthe
Al Shargiyah region (1.85 million);
construction of power transformer
station at Al Zahiaareainthe
Wilayat of Muttrah, Muscat Gover-
norate (1.67 million); construction of
power transformer station at the Air-
port Heights No 3 in Muscat Gover-
norate (1.66 million); construction of
power transformer station at Al
Ansab areain Muscat Governorate
(1.63million); engineering works,
supplies and construction of five

projectsat Sohar Refinery (1.57 mil-
lion); construction of afertilizer fac-
tory inthe Wilayat of Al Ameratin
Muscat Governorate (1.57 million);
additional worksfor Nizwa-Jibreen
dual carriageway (1.44 million); addi-
tional worksfor thetechnica setup
and supply of equipment for thera-
diotransmission stationin Al
Buraimi Governorate (1.35million);
additional worksfor theimprove-
ment of Agabat Wadi Saa on Hafeet
a Zaroubroadin Al Buraimi Gover-
norate (1.18 million); construction of

power transformer station at Al
Khoudh AreaNo 3in Muscat Gov-
ernorate (1.13 million); construction
of electricity network and two sub
stationsin Khadraand Al Lakibin
theWilayat of Al Jazirinthe Al
Wustaregion (836,836); additional
worksfor the construction of main
power transformer station and distri-
bution network at the Wilayat of
Dugminthe Al WustaRegion
(785,020); providing the security
guard servicesfor SQU and SQUH
(759,120).

Deal signed for Salalah Beach Resort project

he Salalah Beach Resort isone

of integrated tourism projects
that will devel op tourism sector in
the Sultanate by providing 320 hotel
rooms and other facilities designed
to attract a big number of tourists,
said Tourism Minister Dr Rajhabint
Abdulameer.

The project, whoseimplementation
began two years ago, also offers
employment opportunitiesfor
Omani job seekers. The project in-
cludesluxurious apartments and vil-
las for free taking possession, world
golf grounds, five hotels (five-star),
two hotels, yacht anchorage for 200
boats, recreational areas, shops, res-
taurants and cafes.

An agreement was signed at the
Chedi Muscat Hotel yesterday for
the management of the Salalah
Beach Resort between Muriya Tour-
ism Development and the French
Club Med company.

Source: Oman Observer - January 8, 2010

Dr Rajhasaid that the Salalah Resort
implementation started two years
ago and that it has agreat tourism
and real estate potentials. She ex-
plained that constructionwork in
the project is progressing as
planned. Dr Rajhaadded in astate-
ment to journaliststhat signing an
agreement with Club Med company
comes after signing two similar
agreements with world groups such
as Rotana and Movenpick to man-
agetwo hotelswithin the Salalah
Beach Resort. She pointed out that
the project will attract tourists and
investors throughout the year.

Samih Sawiris, Chairman of Muriya
Tourism Development, said: "The
beauty of Salalah has been attract-
ing international touristsfor many
years and the addition of Club Med
to the Salalah Beach Devel opment
will add anew level of world class
accommodation resort. Muriya

Tourism Development aimsto har-
ness Oman'stourism potential with
devel opments that harmonise natu-
ral beauty and human comfort and
luxury"”.

Henri Giscard d'Estaing, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Club Med said, "Thisexquisite
project on the Salalah Coast will be
thefirst Club Med resort on the Ara
bian Peninsula, the only part of the
world where Club Med was not yet
operating. It will be one of the most
beautiful and achieved flagships of
the new Club Med, which aim at be-
ing the worldwide specialist of al
inclusive, multicultural, friendly and
upscale holidays. The project in-
cludesluxurious apartments and vil-
las for free taking possession, world
golf courses, five hotels (five-star),
two hotels, yacht anchorage for 200
boats, recreational areas, shops, res-
taurants and cafes.”

Construction of 3 recharge dams
underway in Shargiyah

he Ministry of Regional Munici-

palities and Water Resourcesis
constructing anumber of damsin
different regions of the Sultanatein
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Source: Oman Tribune- January 8, 2010

order to prevent overflowing of wa-
disand make maximum utilisation of
rain water for irrigation and other
purposes.

Theministry isconstructing re-

charge dams at Wadi Nam, Wadi Al
Rasah and Wadi Al Ugaidahinthe
Wilayat of Al Qabil in Shargiyahre-



gion at acost of 6,156,250rias.

Eng. Saleh Bin Hamad Al Harthy, di-
rector of dams department at the
ministry, said that the construction
of recharge damswas aimed at mak-
ing maximum utility of rain water
that arelost in the desert.

He said that the construction of un-
derground reservoirsin Naba,
Bateen and Al Manjar villagesinthe
Wilayat of Al Qabil, and other vil-
lagesin the lower region of the dam,
would increase the water level of
wellsand aflgj inthesevillages. The
damwill also provide protectionto
farms and property, located behind
the dams through the retention of
floodwaters. In addition to this,
damsplay mgjor rolein attracting
tourists to the wilayat, especially

16pc

heinfrastructure devel opment
will get 16 per centincreasein
the Sultanate’ sbudget for 2010.

Giving details of the budget, HE
Ahmed Bin Abdulnabi Macki, Min-
ister of National Economy and
Deputy Chairman of Financial Af-
fairsand Energy Resources Council
said that more emphasis would be
laid onimproving the existing roads,
seaportsand airportsaswell asallo-
cating additional fundsfor new
infrastructural projects.

Theminister said that the allocation
for infrastructure devel opment
would be950 millionrials.

These alocations are set to cover
the spending on continuing as well
as on new development projects
listedinthe Seventh Five Y ear Plan
(2006-2010) in various sectors, he
said.

Macki said around 30 millionrias
has been allocated to cover the op-

during the rainy season, he said.

He said that the three damswould
be constructed with sand, stones
and gravel filters. To protect the
damsfrom natural calamities, large
stones and pebble layer will be used
infront and rear side of thedamin
order to protect it from flooding and
rainfal. Each dam will have acontrol
tower to discharge water through a
pipelinein addition to the scale to
measurethewater level, he said.

On the components of Wadi Nam
dam, he said that it would be con-
structed with sand, stones and
gravel filters. In order to protect the
dam from natural calamities, large
stones will be used at the front and
rear side. Thelength of the dam will
be 333 metreswitha maximum

height of six metres. It will havea
storage capacity of 0.722 million cu-
bic metres of water, he said.

TheWadi Al Rasah dam will be con-
structed with sand and gravel filters.
Large stones will also be used to
protect the dam. The length of the
damwill be 1,097 metreswith amaxi-
mum height of five metres. It will
have a storage capacity of around
0.775 million cubic metresof water. It
will also havethe discharge valve,
hesaid.

Al Harthy said that Wadi Al Ugai-
dah would aso be constructed on
the same pattern. Total length of the
damwould be 1,229 metreswith a
maximum height of 5.5 metres. [t will
have a storage capacity of around
0.435 million cubic metres, he added.

Increase in budget for
Infrastructure development

Source: Oman Tribune- January 3, 2010

erational expenses of new projects
intended to be operated by some
ministriesduring 2010. These
projects are expected creste around
4,000 job opportunities.

Thisisin addition to the economic
growth resulting from operating
such projects, in terms of increasing
the private investment and the so-
cial development in the regionsthat
host those projects.

He said that additional approbations
for theroad sector (1,777 million
rials), including additional projects
previously mentioned in our state-
ments of previous years and the ad-
ditional road projectsof 2009 worth
724 millionriads. They includeimple-
mentation of thefirst phase (Barka—
Wudam Al Sahil) road and the sec-
ond phase (Sohar port-Khatma
Malaha) of Al Batinah coastal road
spending 274 millionrias, projects
in wilayatsin response to the Royal
Directives of the 2009 Royal Tour
spending 195 millionrialsfor paving

1,256-kmroad.

Construction of roads and bridges
of the first, second and third phases
in Quriyat spending 37 millionrials,
construction of roads according to
the masterplan at Al Dugm at acost
of 43millionrials, Al Zroob-round-
about (Al Buraimi) double-carriage
road (17km) - with studiesand su-
pervision spending at 23 million
rias.

The construction of Arjuut-
Ashkhareet-Srfiet (Dhofar Gover-
norate) by spending 23 millionrials,
the dual-carriageway ring road from
Arzat-roundabout to Rissaut -32km
spending 20 millionrialsarealso
part of the plan.

There are additional approbations
for port sector which costs 1,025
millionrialsfor construction, devel -
opment and expanding of Al Dugm
Port (Al Wustaregion) with an addi-
tional 788 millionrids, including
port expanding, marineworks, con-
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struction of the dry-dock and super-
structure with consultancy services
and supervision, he said.

Additional approbations for the
housing sector amounting to 406
millionriasfor construction of 2,200
houses for the project-hit of coastal
roadin Al Batinah.

Macki said that there were addi-
tional approbations of 882 million
rialsfor theairports sector. An
amount of 450 millionrialswasap-
proved in the previous budget for
thefirst phase of the civil works at
Muscat international airport which
include the runway, roads, path-
ways, yard and the supporting ser-
vices.

The budget has also earmarked an
amount of 63 millionrialsfor level-
ling, setting up and construction of
drainage canalsto reclaim the Mus-
cat International Airport soil. An

Oman construction sector to

Source: Timesof Oman - December 8, 2009

he Sultanate’ s constructionin

dustry isexpected to hit RO1.57
billion by 2013 —a2.7 per cent an-
nual growth, and demand islikely to
remain high, according to areport
by Business Monitor International
(BMI), aMiddle East-based re-
search company.

The report also estimates that the
construction industry in Oman will
account for 5.2 per cent of the gross
domestic product (GDP) in 2009,
which representsreal growth of 2.67
per cent year-on-year. A review of
the current trends reveal that tech-
nology isacrucial factor in the de-
velopment of buildings, infrastruc-
ture and transportation facilities
amid the growing clamour of
sustainability.

Industry expertsfeel the Sultanate’s
major projectswill fuel activitiesin
the construction arena as new office
space, commercia projects, more
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amount of 121 millionrialshasbeen
allocated for the implementation of
the projects of the first package
concerning the construction of four
regional airportswith consultancy
studies for designing and supervi-
sionin Sohar, Al Dugm, RasAl
Hadd and Adam.

There are separate additional appro-
bationsfor town planning and mu-
nicipalities servicessector. An
amount of 120 millionrialshasbeen
allocated for the proposed compen-
sation asfirst phase for the owners
of the properties affected by the Al
Batinah coastal road.

For theremoval of residues, pump-
ing water pools and opening the
main and internal roads affected by
the exceptional climatic conditions
in Muscat, 15 millionrialsalso been
alocated.

Anamount of eight millionrialshas

hotelsand infrastructurewill bethe
result of the Oman 2020 plan.

Additionally, Oman’ s specific mar-
ket requirements and changing de-
mographics will attract further in-
vestment in real estate devel opment.
Oman currently hasapopul ation
base of between 2.5 and three mil-
lionand it isgrowing at two per cent
per annum.

With arapidly expanding popul ation
and demand for infrastructure
projects, OMNIX International, are-
gional technology service provider
and integrator is eyeing the growing
demand for more cost-effective and
resource-efficient buildingsand in-
frastructurein the Sultanate.

“Amidst the current economic cli-
mate, firmsin Oman need
interoperable and flexible technol -
ogy toolsfor building information
modeling (BIM) that can help them

been allocated to construct around
9,406 lighting poles and developing
internal roads as per the 2009 Royal
Tour projects. Fivemillionrialswill
be spent on the construction of a
fence around the Oryx protectorate
and administrative control centres.

Tenmillionrialswill be spent for re-
construction of parks and afforesta-
tion affected by the climatic condi-
tionsin Muscat. Ninemillionrials
have been alocated for completion
of the first phase of Khasab sewer-
ageproject and 21 millionriasfor
lighting and devel oping internal
roadsin anumber of wilayats.

Tosupport Al Hafaarea (Salalah)
project, 11 million rials hasbeen ear-
marked. As per the budgetary allo-
cation, 53 millionrialswill be spent
on construction of dual-carriage
roads, internal roads and bridges at
Dhofar Governorateto facilitate
smoothtraffic.

hit RO1.6b

deliver projectsmore quickly and
cost-effectively,” said Jayant
Deshpande, Director, OMNIX Inter-
national LLC.

“The 2010 versions of our software
bridges communi cation between ex-
tended design and construction
teams. Thesetoolswill help our cus-
tomers more efficiently and produc-
tively solve their design and con-
struction challenges’.

The updated software in Autodesk’s
BIM portfolio includes 2010 ver-
sions of popular products including
Revit Architecture, Revit Structure,
aswell asRevit MEP,

Designed to help increase industry
adoption of the BIM process, prod-
ucts under Autodesk’ s 2010 portfo-
lio isfocused on helping project
teams across disciplines to inno-
vate, analyse energy performance
and increase productivity.



Pacts inked for 500 houses

eikh Saif bin Mohammed Al
abibi, housing minister, yes-

terday signed in the wilayat of
Nizwa 30 agreementsto construct
500 housing unitsin anumber of
wilayats of the Sultanate at a cost of
morethan RO18.5million. The
agreements come within the frame-
work of the social housing program
for low incomefamilies, aninitiative
adopted by the government in abid
to improve the standards of living of
the Omani familiesand assisting
them to have social instability by
availing them proper housing.

The agreements included the con-
struction of 155 housing unitsin the
Al Shargiyahregion, 236inthe Al
Wustaregion, 79inthe Al Dakhi-

Source: Times of Oman - November 24, 2009

liyah region, 24 in Muscat governor-
ateand six inthe Al Batinah region.

The agreementsinclude the con-
struction of 155 housing units worth
R06,024,910in anumber of wilayats
of the Al Shargiyah region. They in-
clude the construction of 62 hous-
ing unitsinthewilayat of Sur at a
cost of RO3,601,427, six housing
unitsin Belad Sur at acost of
R0141,470, six housing unitsinthe
wilayat of Sur (first stage) at a cost
of RO196,133, seven housing units
at the wilayat of Sur at a cost of
RO117,746, seven housing unitsat
the wilayat of Sur (second stage) at
acost of RO195,818, five housing
unitsat thewilayat of Ja danat a
cost of RO155,451, four housing

unitsat Belad Sur in thewilayat of
Sur at acost of RO117,873, four
housing unitsin Belad Sur at the
samewilayat at acost of RO126,971.

The agreements also included seven
housing unitsin Al Khabavillage
(first stage) in DimaWaAl Tayyeen
at acost of RO.164,893, eight hous-
ing unitsin Khabavillage (second
stage) at acost of RO177,622, seven
housing unitsin the wilayat of Sur
(third stage) at acost of RO225,435,
four housing unitsin DimawaAl
Tayyeen at acost of RO173,250, five
housing unitsin the wilayat of

Ja alan (second stage) at a cost of
R0O119,704, and five housing units
inthewilayat of Sur at acost of
RO116,632.

Strong demand for office space in Oman

he total value of construction

projectsfor the commercial sec-
tor in the GCC between 2009 and
2010is$34 billion and around two
per cent of this spend, totalling over
$710million, will bewithin Oman, a
latest research report said.

The study carried out by leading in-
dependent research company, Ven-
tures Middle East on behalf of dmg
world media, said, “ Out of atotal of
142,916 plotsdistributed at the be-
ginning of 2008 in Oman, 4,102 plots
or 2.9 per cent were used for com-
mercial purposes. Additionally ap-
proximately 3.9 per cent of the plots
existed asresidential-cum-commer-
cial use properties.”

Theresearch estimated that the ma-
jority of the office supply and de-
mand in Oman is concentrated
around the capital Muscat. “New
office projects between 2009 and
2010 are estimated to be worth $710
million, with interior design con-
tracting (IDC) and fit-out expendi-

Source; Times of Oman - November 22, 2009

turetotalling $85 million,” the study
stated.

“Degspite the economic recession,
Oman remains an attractive location
for companiesto locate to, and this
is borne out by the fact that office
space continues to grow within the
country. In addition to the signifi-
cant value of the commercial
projects to the construction sector,
thereismassive potential for interior
designers and office suppliers,”
Sinead Bridgett, The Office Exhibi-
tion event director said speaking
about the research.

“The Office exhibition bringsthe of -
fice sector from across the globe
into Dubai, and providestheideal
opportunity for companiesfrom
Oman to showcase their products
and ensure they are part of this still
growing sector,” Bridgett added.
New office projects are set to
double between 2009 and 2010
withinthe GCC, according to new
research commissioned by dmg

world media, organisersof The Of-
ficeExhibition.

Looking elsewhereinthe GCC, in
the UAE, the new office spacein
2009 and 2010 isworth $22 hillion,
with estimated fit-out and IDC
spend at $2.7 billion. INKSA, office
space of around eight million square
metreis expected to grow between
20-30 per cent by 2012. Thetotal
value of new projectsis estimated at
$4.8billion, with fit-out and IDC at
$577million.

In Qatar, Doha soffice market has
experienced significant growth, with
thevalue of total commercia office
projects expected to be completed
between 2009 and 2010 at $3.1 hil-
lion, and IDC and fit-out estimated
at $374 million.

Office stock in the Kingdom of
Bahrainisestimated at 500,000
square metres, and research sug-
gests there is demand for an addi-
tional 80,000 square metres.
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Project Majlis Oman on track

ou aremost likely to see giant

mechanical armsof construc-
tion cranesrising into theair on
your left side as you approach the
Al Bustan roundabout from Wadi Al
Kabir side. Thesiteisthelocation
of MajlisOman project for which
foundation work is currently under
progress.

“ After completion, it will beOman’s
iconiclandmark built. TheMajlis
Omanwill provide aunique perspec-
tive on the events that will shape
the country’ sfuture,” said Engineer
Khalid Mohammed Al Balushi,
project director of the Majlis Oman.

Armed with bachelor’ sdegreein
civil engineering and post-graduate
in construction management from

Source; Times of Oman - November 10, 2009

the United States, Khalid isleaving
no stone unturned to see that the
project isright on track.

TheMajlis Oman project, epitomiz-
ing the optimism of HisMajesty Sul-
tan Qaboos bin Said, will house the
MajlisOman, MajlisAl Shura, Magjlis
A’ Dawla, together with VIP areas,
aninformation centre, library, offices
and a host of other amenities.

SaysEngineer Khalid, “ Theoverall
style of the splendid edificewill in-
corporate a harmonious blend of
modern and traditional architectural
elements. It ismeant to combine his-
torical and cultural influenceswith
cutting edge technology to achieve
ahigh-tech building which will
project Oman to theworld.”

The project isbeing built in two
phases and has four main compo-
nents. Theimposing central build-
ing, the Majlis Oman, with aclock-
tower, will housethe Parliament As-
sembly hall, State Council and
Majlis Shurahallsand facilitiesto
receive VIPsand senior officials.

The Council of Oman (MagjlisOman)
ismade up of member of the State
Council (MglisA’ Dawla) and Con-
sultation/ShuraCouncil (MajlisAl
Shura) asstipulated in Article 58 of
theBasic Law of the State. It as-
sists the government in drawing up
the general policies of the state. The
council meets at the request of His
Majesty, to study and discuss mat-
tersraised by him, taking all itsdeci-
sions by amgjority vote.

HM orders RO249m projects

is Magjesty Sultan Qaboos bin

Said hasissued Royal Orders
on establishment of a number of de-
velopment and service projects for
roads, supply of electricity, water,
health and housingin Al Batinah
and Al Dahirah and governorates of
Al Buraimi and Musandam, worth
R0O249.248 million.

His Mgjesty has also issued direc-
tivesto ministersaccompanying him
on hisroyal tour to meet withwalis
of wilayats to identify needs and re-
quirements of the citizens, and the
services and projects required, an
official source said.

HM'’ s orders stipulated execution of
702km of road, ingtd lation of 5,900
electricity poles and construction of
500 residentia unitsin Al Batinah
and Musandam, establishment of a
hospital in Saham, ahealth centrein
Sohar and another in Al Suwaiq,
construction of sougs, slaughter-
houses and transfer of overhead
power line into ground ones, the
source said.
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The source said key projectsin-
cluded construction of the road of
Wadi Halti in Sohar, the Wadi
Shafan road in Saham and construc-
tion of roads in the mountainous ar-
easof Al Khamirah, Safi and Sahi in
Al Rustaq and construction of a
bridgeto link the banks of Wadi
Bani Kharousin Al Awabi.

The projects a so include develop-
ment of aroundabout in Al Suwaiq
and Al Khaboura and construction
of Al Khabt road, in addition to the
Khasab/Al Khalidiyah road inthe
wilayat of Khasab, the source said.

Inthe Al Dahirah region and the
governorate of Al Buraimi, the Royal
Orders stipulated construction of
591km road, instd lation of 3,506
electricity polesand installation of
water supply network in Al Dahirah
region and construction of 306 resi-
dential units. Thisisin additionto
construction of dua road of Al Salif/
Maskan, Al Hajr/Bilad Al Shahoum
road, Asuad Al Gharbiyah road at
Hamrat Al Daroaand construction

of internal roadsin Magnayat, Al
Hayal and Majzi; asalso asphalting
of theroads of Al Saninah/Al Fateh,
Al Saninah/Al Rayhanah and
Dhank/Al Khabit.

HM'’ s orders also covered expan-
sion of the45km road of Yanqul/Al
Dariz and asphalting of 34km of Al
Mari/Qamirah and the 12km road of
Hail Al Khanabsha/Humaira

HM’sRoyal Orders also stipulated
installation of water network in lbri
Heights, Hila, Al Nahda2, Al Ainain,
Al Rabiyah, Al Sabikhi, and Kawas,
from Saih Al Masarat to Al Saninah
and construction of water reservoir
at Hail Al Khanabshain thewilayat
of Yanqul.

The source added that during the
Roya Tour of His Mgjesty the Sul-
tan, Omantel was carrying out con-
struction of G3 Mobile Phone Sta-
tionsin 135 villagesof Al Batinah
and Al Dahirah regions and the gov-
ernorates of Al Buraimi and Musan-
dam and has completed 39 stations.



Barr Al Jissah residences near completion

t seemsthe realty sector havefi

nally started responding to the
positive huesin thelocal market.
Barr Al Jissah luxury residential de-
velopment yesterday announced
the near completion of its Phasel|
— comprising three compounds
with 71 unitsincluding 15 villasand
56 townhouses.

“Intoday’ sreal estate market global
investors and buyers look for cred-
ibility of the project, political and
economic stability, friendliness of
the local population and unigqueness
of theenvironment,” said Jose Lora,
chief executive officer, Juthoor Real
Estate at a press conference hosted
by Zubair Corporation and Juthoor.

Ownersof the property areamix of
Omanis, expatriate Arabs, European
and North Americaninvestors.

“The completion of the phaseisan
important landmark, but other addi-

Source: Timesof Oman - October 25, 2009

tionsincluding aretail conceptin
the heart of theresort will help en-
surethat Barr Al Jissahisatruly in-
tegrated tourism complex,” said
Ziyad Al Zubair of the Zubair Corp.

Talking about the occupancy Lora
said, out of 71 units, two properties
are left to be sold. “High networth
individualstill believein real estate
despite the downturn. In most cases
25 per cent of their investment port-
folio congtitutes real estate. Espe-
cially inthe current market they look
for value deals,” he added.

Barr Al Jissah Residence is one of
thefew real estate projectsin Oman
that has been open to international
investors like the Wave and the

Blue City, which also offer freehold
property ownership.

At the event it was al'so announced
that Juthoor Real Estate, who were
appointed as the strategic construc-

tion and real estate consultant for
theresidentia project have now
also been appointed by the Zubair
Corp. to manage Al Mazaar Souq at
the Shangri-Laresort complex.

Al Mazaar Souq property comprises
51 retail shops, two international
restaurants, an amphitheatre with an
open-air arenaand amajor game
area. Theproject ispart of Moham-
med Al Zubair’ svision, for afully
integrated world-classleisure, resi-
dential and tourism project at Barr
Al Jissah. Al Mazaar Souq shop-
ping destination will showcase the
Sultanate’ s heritage, art and culture.

Loraadded that it was asign of the
quality of the project and the confi-
dence that the Zubair Corp. hasin
the robustness of the Omani and re-
gional economy that had led to the
ongoing development and imple-
mentation of new additional stages
of the Barr Al Jissah devel opment.

Dar Al Zain sells out all villas in Phase |

ar Al Zain, the debut devel op-

ment project launched by Zain
Property Devel opment recently, ex-
ceeded all sales expectationswith all
the 36 five-bedroom villasin Phasel
of the project being sold out. These
villas are expected to be compl eted
by June next year.

Sales have now begun for Phase I
of the project, which comprises43
residential units of single, twin,
three and four bedroom villas. Fu-
ture phases will be announced in
the coming months.

Commenting on the success of the
development, Mish’al Mohammed
Abdullah Moosa, managing director
of Zain Property Development, said:
“The extraordinary turnout and in-
terest that has accompanied the
launch of our Dar Al Zain project
highlightstheimportance of our vi-

Source: Timesof Oman - October 19, 2009

sion to provide high-quality, afford-
ableresidential unitsfor familiesin
the Sultanate. The recent launch of
Phase | villas provided us an oppor-
tunity to show visitors and potential
buyers not only the quality of the
finished villas, but also the quality
of the on-going implementation and
finishing stages of the project.”

“At Zain, weremain very committed
to our target customers and
throughout every stage of the
project’s design and construction
we have taken steps to ensure that
the homes remain suitable and af -
fordablefor thesefamilies. Wefeel
that we haveidentified agap inthe
market for affordable homesin
which families can reside without
having to settle on the high stan-
dard of living to which they are en-
titled,” he added.

Zain Property Development isafam-
ily business established in 2008. Dar
Al Zain isthe debut development
from the developer and coversa
62,000 square metresitein Al Seeb.
TheRO17-million project’ sultimate
aimto cater to Omani familiesisevi-
dent from every aspect of the devel-
opment. From the practical yet idyl-
lic project location, conveniently
situated just 15 minutesfrom Mus-
cat International Airport, and yet
only atwo-minute drive from the
picturesque Seeb beach to the ex-
tensive facilities planned to comple-
ment the site, the developer’ s preoc-
cupation with all thingsfor family is
clearly apparent.

The project requires abooking de-
posit of only RO5,000, followed by
gradua bi-monthly instalments of 10
per cent.
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Construction of Batinah coastal road
project to commence shortly

onstruction work on the

atinah Coastal Road, one of
the biggest road initiatives currently
being implemented by Oman’ s Gov-
ernment, will kick off shortly follow-
ing the selection of contractorsto
execute the key first phase of the
project.

India s Nagarjuna Construction
Company (NCC) hasbeen awarded
Section 2 of the first phase at a cost
of RO 149 million. Earlier, Turkey's
Makyol was selected to execute
Section 1 at acost of RO 125.286
million. Both companieswere se-
lected in an international competi-
tive tender that attracted bidding in-
terest from alarge number of major
local and international contractors.

The Supreme Committeefor Town
Planning is overseeing theimple-
mentation of the 241 kilometre-long
road, part of an ambitiousinitiative
to improve road communications
along the Batinah coast aswell as
open up large coastal swathes to
economic, tourism and commercial
investment. Theall-weather, four-
lanedual carriageway runsfor the
most part, parallel to the Gulf of
Oman coast from Naseem Garden to
Khatmat Malahaon the Sultanate’ s
border withthe UAE.

First out to tender was Phase 1,
whichwill beimplemented intwo
sections. The first section covers a
59.5 kilometrelength from Naseem

Source: Oman Observer - October 13, 2009

roundabout to Sayyid Said bin Sul-
tan Naval Baseat Wudam a Sahel in
the Wilayat of Musannah. As part
of itsRO 125.286 million contract,
Makyol will also construct 85
kilometres of serviceroadsand 15
kilometresof link roads. Underlining
the size of the project, Makyol will
also build one interchange and
seven roundabouts at various
points along the main carriageway,
in addition to nine roundabouts on
the service roads.

Section 2, which has been awarded
to Nagarjuna Construction Com-
pany, coversa65.7 kilometrelength
from Magjees roundabout in Sohar to
Khatmat Malahain Wilayat Shinas.
A number of serviceroads, link
roads, interchanges, roundabouts
and wadi bridges are also included
inthe company’sRO 149 million
contract. Theremainder roughly
115-kilometre stretch of the Batinah
coastal road will betendered out in
the Phase 2 development of the
project.

Ahead of the construction of the
carriageway, the government hasal-
ready commenced the process of re-
habilitating those displaced in mod-
ern residential zones complete with
civil and social amenities. Saudi
Arabid sAl Rajhi Development
Company has been awarded a con-
tract to build 2,200 housing units at
acost of RO 148 millioninthefirst
phase of the rehabilitation

programme. Construction of the
homeswill be undertaken in phases
over athree-year timeframeto alow
for the smooth and seamlessreloca
tion of the affected communitiesto
their new residences.

Importantly, the coastal road project
will also lead to thetransformation
of the Batinah waterfront and its
hinterland. In addition to theresi-
dential zones, aseriesof traditional
sougs will be developedin al the
wilayats through which the coastal
road crosses. These sougs, featur-
ing sectionsfor trade in fish, veg-
etables, animal auctions and other
related activities, will betourist and
architectural landmarksintheir own
right.

When compl eted, the road project is
also expected to contribute enor-
mously to economic growth and in-
frastructure development along the
length of the populous Batinah
coast. It will provide new impetusto
theregion’ sagricultural and fisher-
iespotential. Furthermore, the
project will open up pristine
swathes of beachfront to tourism
and other economic opportunities,
aswell as bring development to
small coastal townsand communi-
ties. Opportunitiesfor investment in
restaurants, lodgings, groceries, and
other commercial establishmentswill
mushroom in the wake of the road
project, thereby supporting local
employment and income generation.

Zain Property launches RO 17m

ar Al Zain, an affordable, family
orientated villaand townhouse
devel opment, measuring some
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Seeb villa project

Source: Oman Observer - October 7, 2009

62,000 square metres, at Seeb was
launched in an unveiling ceremony
of the show villayesterday. Last

night’s launch showcased Phase |
of the devel opment whose name
‘Dar Al Zain' appropriately trans-



lates as “House of Beauty’, includ-
ing the completed show-villa

The project will be completed in four
separate phases; Phase | will con-
sist of 36, 5 bedroom twin villasand
will beready asearly as June 2010.
Phasell will deliver 46 homesof a
variety of town-house and villa
styles, including 3, 4 and 5 bedroom
properties. Phase |11 will consist of
18 luxury individual villasand Phase
IV will seeamixtureof 84, 3and 4
bedroom homes. The project is
planned to be completed in its en-
tirety by the fourth quarter of 2012.

Founded in January 2008, Zain
Property Development isan Omani
family business, and their debut de-
velopment was designed to reflect
these qualitieson every level. “Dar

Al Zain was designed and con-
structed around the requirements of
the Omani community; more specifi-
caly, Omani middleincomefamilies
looking for asafe, clean and com-
fortable community inwhich to
live,” said Mishal Moosa, MD of
Zain Property Development.

The RO 17 million project’ sultimate
aim; to cater for Omani families, is
evident in almost every aspect of
the development. From the practical
yet idyllic project location, conve-
niently situated just 15 minutesfrom
Muscat International Airport, and
yet only atwo-minutedrivefrom the
picturesque beach of Seeb; to the
extensivefacilities planned to com-
pliment the site, the devel oper’ spre-
occupationwith all thingsfamily is
clearly apparent.

Dar Al Zainwill beasecure, gated
development, giving peace of mind
to resident families, and will feature
avariety of carefully planned facili-
ties such as a child-care day centre,
afully equipped gymnasium and
pool, beautifully maintained gardens
and an array of retail and food out-
lets carefully considered to compli-
ment family life.

Moosa elaborated “ Our goal isto
makelife easier for thesefamiliesby
providing them with affordable
homes. Our propertiesreflect the
character of the Omani community;
our villas, for example, arebuilt ac-
cording totraditional Omani archi-
tectural style and yet also display
the same quality of design and con-
struction as more expensive, ‘ luxury’
Developers’.

Indo-Italian JV wins contract to build
deepwater bulk jetty in Sohar

Source; Oman Observer - September 29, 2009

he joint venture of Italy-based

international engineering con-
tractor Saipem and leading Indian
infrastructurefirm AFCONS, has
been awarded a contract to design
and construct a deepwater bulk jetty
at the Port of Sohar. Thetotal in-
vestment in the project, which also
includes a dredging component to
be undertaken by Van Oord of The
Netherlands, amountsto RO 95 mil -
lion.

Agreements for both the construc-
tion and dredging components of
the project, aswell asthe credit fa-
cilities, wereinked here yesterday at
aceremony held at the Grand Hyatt
Muscat, and attended by high-rank-
ing government officials, senior ex-
ecutives of the Port of Sohar, heads
of banks funding the project, and
contractors’ representatives.

Magbool bin Ali Sultan, Minister of
Commerceand Industry and Chair-
man of the Port of Sohar, signed the

agreements together with Jan
Meijer, CEO of Sohar Industrial Port
Company (SIPC). Theinvestment
will help create amajor deepwater
jetty at the Port of Sohar to support
the bulk shipping needs of Brazilian
mining conglomerate Vale, whichis
currently building ahugeiron ore
pelletising and distribution centre at
theindustrial port. With the addition
of this 1,380 metrelong and 25 metre
deep jetty, the Port of Sohar will join
a select handful of portsin the
world with the capability to receive
Very Large Ore Carriersof 400,000
DWT.

Speaking at the signing ceremony,
Magbool bin Ali said the project
was a testament to the Port of
Sohar’ srobust investment appeal
notwithstanding the global eco-
nomic downturn. “ Despitethe till
dow recovery of world marketsfrom
thefinancial crisis, this project dem-
onstrates the confidence of the vari-
ous investors and financiersin the

viability of the project and itsfinan-
cial stability over thelong term. It
also demonstrates confidence in the
stability of Oman’ sfinancial sys-
tem,” hesaid.

Thejetty project, hesaid, will be ex-
ecuted by a specia purpose project
company set up as a subsidiary to
Sohar International Development
Company (SIDC), whichisa50:50
joint venture of the shareholders of
SIPC, namely the Government of
Oman and the Port of Rotterdam.

SIDC was set up last year asasister
company of SIPC to invest in port-
related infrastructure projects, de-
velopment of Freezone Sohar, and
other commercial viable and bank-
able projects, he added.

Significantly, the deepwater jetty
project will be financed through an
80:20 debt-equity ratioand ona
project finance basis without gov-
ernment guarantees or subsidies.
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Providing the financefor the project
isaconsortium of six local banks—
BankMuscat, National Bank of
Oman, BankDhofar, Bank Sohar, Ahli
Bank and Oman Arab Bank, aswell
the State Bank of India (SBlI).
Signing the credit facilitiesagree-
ment on behalf of BankMsucat,
Abdulrazak Ali I1ssa, Chief Executive
Officer, remarked that thetransac-
tionwasthefirst of itskind in more
than ayear to achievefinancial clo-
sure on a project finance basis. The

successful closure of this transac-
tion, which was substantially over-
subscribed, attested to the robust-
ness of the project and would serve
asabenchmark for future financing
deals of this nature, he noted.

Van Oord, which has many major
dredging projectstoitscreditin-
cluding previous work done at the
Port of Sohar, will increase the depth
of the existing approach channel
from 18.5 metresto adepth of 23
metres. A new harbour basinwill

also be created with a berthing
pocket of 25 metresin front of the
jetty. For their part, Saipem and
AFCONShave set up a50:50joint
venture to execute the construction
of thejetty. Saipem will focuson the
design and management of the
project. Thefacility is set to come
on streaminthefirst quarter of 2011
at around the sametimethat Vale's
1.4billioniron ore pelletising and
distribution plant will be opera-
tional.

$100 million Ras al Hadd Airport contract
set to be awarded in Q4

contract for the execution of a

key phase of the greenfield air-
port projectin RasAl Hadd inthe
Shargiyah region is expected to be
awarded in the fourth quarter of this
year. Six firmsareintheracefor the
Phase |1 package of the Ras Al Hadd
Airport development contract esti-
mated to cost around $100 million.

The bidding line-up comprises of
thejoint venture of Alsim Alarko
Sanayi Tesidleri VeTicaret ASand
Nagarjuna Construction Company
(NCC), Galfar Engineering and Con-
tracting, Strabag Oman, Desertline
Projects, Hanjin Heavy Industries
and Larsen & Toubro (Oman). Tech-
nical and commercid bids, which
were opened in July, are currently
under evaluation.

Ras Al Hadd is one of six locations
identified by the government for the
establishment of regional airportsas
driversof economic, commercia and
tourism development in the different
regions of the Sultanate. Greenfield
domestic airports are a so under
various stages of design and devel-
opment in Sohar, Dugm and Adam,
while smaller gatewaysare aso en-
visaged in Haimaand Shaleem.
Earlier thisweek, the Ministry of
Transport and Communications,
which is overseeing the develop-
ment of theregional airports, aswell
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asthemultibillion expansion of the
Muscat and Salalah international
airports, unveiled plansfor anew
domestic airport in Musandam Gov-
ernorate. The move underscores the
Omani government’ s continued em-
phasis on the modernisation of the
country’ sairport infrastructure and
the aviation sector in general.
Judging by the pace at whichitis
being implemented Ras Al Hadd Air-
port is set to come on stream well
ahead of the other domestic airport
projects currently under develop-
ment. Desert Line Projects, aloca
Omani contractor, iscloseto com-
pleting work on the first phase of
the airport project, involving the
construction of access roads and
the provision of communications
and power facilities.

The contractor is also preparing the
sitefor the two main packages of
the airport project — the Phasell|
Airside Infrastructure package, and
thePhaselll Terminal Building
package. The Phase |l package,
which is the subject of the current
tender, covers the construction of a
four-kilometre-long runway, taxiway
and apron, aswell asthe provision
of fuel hydrant facilitiesand naviga-
tion aids, among other facilities.
Envisaged in the third phaseisthe
construction of 220,000 square
metre passenger terminal building

Source: Oman Observer - September 7, 2009

designed to accommodate up to two
gated aircraft ranging from regional
jetstotheBoeing 747. Alsoin-
cluded in this package are the con-
struction of an Air Traffic Control
(ATC) tower, and the provision of
boarding bridges, baggage handling
and security systems and fire-fight-
ingfacilities.

In keeping with the Shargiyah
region’ senormous tourism signifi-
cance, RasAl Hadd Airport will be
built to Code F standards of the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) making it suit-
able to handle some of the largest
civilian aircraft in operation today.
Besides catering tolocal and re-
gional traffic, theairport isexpected
to catalyse theinflow of interna-
tional tourists and nature lovers at-
tracted by the Shargiyah region’s
famed turtle sanctuary, the Rimal al
Shargiyah Sands, and other unique
natural and historical attractions.
Canada-based airport devel opment
specidist Pryde Schropp McComb
Inc (PSM1), in association with Gulf
Engineering Consultants of Oman,
areleading ateam of airport engi-
neers, architects, planners and spe-
cialty consultants in the develop-
ment of the project, whichis esti-
mated to cost $250 million. Thefacil-
ity is dated to be operational during
2012,



Construction of new Rotana hotel
well under way in Salalah

Foundati onwork on the sea-fac-
ing Rotanahotel within the
Salalah Beach project under devel-
opment by MuriyaTourism Devel-
opment Company, isunder way.
‘Salalah Beach' projectissettoin-
clude some of the most exclusive
five star hotelsamid its stunning
beachfront scenery. Oman will expe-
rience the hospitality of some of the
worldwide renowned brandsfor the
first time such as Rotana,
M?2venpick Resort & SpaSalalah
and Club Méditerranée. The Rotana
Hotel in Salalah Beach isdesigned
by well known architect, Rami El
Dahan from the prominent El Dahan
& Farid Engineering Consultants.

The company has over 29 years of
experienceworking in architecture
with emphasis on the use of locally
available construction materials.
They have successfully accom-
plished numerous projectsin large

Source: Oman Observer - August 30, 2009

and small scaleresidential, hospital-
ity, commercial and religious
projectsaswell asrehabilitation and
restoration projects. Construction
work on the Rotanais proceeding
with 3,683 m3 aready excavated and
more than 300m3 concretefor the
foundations. Thetotal land areais
263,000 square metres squarewith
520 metres of beach length. The
project includesamain building and
nine hotel clusters complemented
with swimming pools, sportsfacili-
ties with lagoon views and a beach
restaurant. Scheduled to be com-
pleted by 2011, the hotel will incor-
porate 396 room keysand 47 real es-
tate units.

“Salalah is adestination that has
been attracting tourists from around
theworld. Theinternational brands
wearebringingin‘ Salalah Beach’
will play afundamental rolein har-
nessing the country’ s tourism po-

tential. Rotanaat * Salalah Beach’
will be asignature hotel property for
Rotanabrand aswell asMuriya, and
will complement our beachfront ho-
tels,” stated Cyril Piaia, CEO of
Muriya.

Rotanais one of the leading hotel
management companieswithin the
Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region, and hasaportfolio
of 68 properties across 26 cities de-
livering the best of Arabian hospi-
tality. Founded in 1992, the Rotana
Group offers a unique understand-
ing of the culture and communities
of the Middle East.

Thisiscombined with the expertise
of ateam contributing over 35 years
of international experienceinthe
service industry. In a short span of
time, it has grown to be one of the
leading hotel management compa-
niesin MENA.

Bidders line up for Dugm Airport
Infrastructure contract

I n the latest of a succession of air-
port-related contracts tendered
out by the government in recent
months, the Ministry of Transport
and Communications hasinvited
bidsfor akey phase of the Dugm
International Airport projectinthe
Wustaregion. International and lo-
cal construction firms have been lin-
ing uptobidfor the Airfield Infra-
structure Package of the Dugm air-
port project since it was tendered
out late last week.

Consolidated Contractors Company
(CCC), Strabag Oman LLC, Erenport
M?aat Sanayi ve Ticaret Anonim,
Larsen & Toubro (Oman) LLC,
Hanjin Heavy Industries & Con-

Source: Oman Observer - August 24, 2009

struction, Desert Line Projects, and
Galfar Engineering & Contracting

LL C are among the companies that
have so far signalled their interest in
bidding for the contract. The green-
field airport project is centra to the
government’ s goal of developing
Dugminto amajor industrial and
economic hub anchored by aworld-
scale port and dry dock complex.

Designed for acapacity of 500,000
passengers per year, the interna-
tional-size airport isnot only key to
supporting inward investment into
thisarea, but it also promisesto
open up large tracts of thisremote,
yet idyllic coastal stretch, to tour-
ism. A local contractor, Desert Line

Projects, has already commenced
work on thefirst phase of the airport
project, whichiscomingup ona
roughly 2,700-hectare site not far
from aproposed industrial hub. Un-
der acontract valued at RO 27.253
million, Desert Line Projectsisde-
veloping access roads and utilities
necessary to serve the airport dur-
ing the operational phase.

TheAirfield Infrastructure package,
currently under tender, coversthe
construction of a4,020-metre-long
runway designed and built to Code
F standards of the International
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAQO).
A pair of taxiwayslinking therun-
way and aircraft parking apron will
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also be constructed, along with a
passenger aircraft apron.

The selected contractor will alsoin-
stall airfield ground lighting and
ground based navigation and me-
teorological aids, among other facili-
ties. A fuel farm and apron fuel hy-
drant system may be added to the
scope of the contract during the
tendering phase. Inthethird and fi-
nal phase of the airport project,
likely to be tendered out sometime
next year, the passenger terminal

building will be constructed, along
with buildingsfor the cargo termi-
nal, control tower, catering facilities,
fire station, staff housing, and other
landside support facilities.

Theministry hasretained the ser-
vicesof Parsons|nternational Lim-
ited to provide Programme Manage-
ment and Consultancy Servicesfor
the Dugm Airport project, whichis
slated to be operational in 2012. Sig-
nificantly, thetender for the Dugm
project comes close on the heels of

asimilar tender issued by the minis-
try for theairfield infrastructure
package of Sohar Airport.

Like Dugm, Sohar will also festurea
500,000 passengers-per-year capac-
ity terminal, 4-km runway and other
facilitiesto enableit to handle some
of thelargest aircraft presently in
operation worldwide. Four other do-
mestic airports are under various
stages of design and construction
at Rasal Hadd, Adam, Haimaand
Shaeem.

Bids invited for Sohar Airport
alrfield infrastructure contract

evelopment of agreen-field air-

port at Sohar is set to make fur-
ther headway with the government
on Monday inviting bids for the key
airfield infrastructure package of the
project. According to officials, the
airfield infrastructure contract isthe
second of three packages that con-
stitute the overall scope of the
Sohar Airport project. Aspart of this
phase, the selected contractor will
build a4,000-metre runway with
turning loops at the ends, in addi-
tion to afull-length taxiway with
high speed exits.

With awidth of 75 metres, therun-
way will be designed to handle
some of thelargest aircraft in opera-
tion today, including the
Superjumbo A380.0ther worksen-
visaged in this package are airside
roads, power and water networks,
fuel firefighting systems, and navi-
gation aids. The Ministry of Trans-
port and Communicationsisover-
seeing theimplementation of Sohar
Airport, which isdesigned to handle
500,000 passengersand 100,000
tonnes of air cargo per year. It will
also serve as an emergency aterna
tiveto Muscat | nternational Airport.

When operational by theyear 2012,

theairport will further anchor
Sohar’ sposition asan industrial and
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Source: Oman Observer - August 19, 2009

economic hub of the Batinah region.
Thefacility will serve asanew gate-
way for domestic and international
trafficinto aregion that has already
attracted billions of dollarsin mega
industries set up within aworld-
scaleindustria port. Several billions
more are expected to be ploughed
into an ambitiousfree zonein the
making, aswell asaraft of major
tourism and real estateinitiatives
planned in Sohar and the wider
Batinah region.

Importantly, theairport will also add
to the development of atruly
multimodal transport network in
Sohar encompassing air, rail and
road communications. A proposed
expressway and rail network run-
ning the length of the Batinah re-
gion will provide high-speed trans-
port links between Sohar and the
rest of the country. Work on the air-
port project is aready under way at
asitejust off Falg al Qabail round-
about, about 10 kilometres north-
west of downtown Sohar city. The
well-known construction firm
Strabag Oman has commenced work
on the first phase of the project,
covering site preparation works, and
construction of access roads,
among other services.

Theairport terminal will bebuiltin

thethird phase. It will feature apas-
senger terminal building integrated
withanair traffic control tower,
cargo building, catering facility, air
rescue and firefighting building,
and facilitiesfor ground service and
airfield maintenance equipment.
Egypt-based engineering
consultancy group Hamza A ssoci-
ates is the design consultant for the
Sohar Airport project. Hamza A sso-
ciates is supported by US based en-
gineering, architecture and planning
specidists Robert & Company and
Burgess & Nipleinthe design of the
facility.

France' s ADPi has been appointed
project manager to supervise Sohar
Airport, anong other domestic air-
ports currently under devel opment
elsewhere around the Sultanate.
Sohar Airport isbeing executedin
tandem with ahost of green-field
airport developments around the
Sultanate, aswell asthe expansion
of the Muscat and Salalah interna-
tional airports. InJune, Dr Khamis
bin Mubarak a Alawi, Minister of
Transport and Communications,
signed airport and aviation develop-
ment contracts valued at atotal of
nearly RO 580 million. Thelion's
sharewas earmarked for contracts
linked to the modernisation of the
Muscat and Salalah airports.



Construction of Muscat Expressway

Cacl)’lse on the hedls of adding yet
other momentous|andmark

to the Sultanate, construction of the
57-kilometre-long, Muscat Express-
way ispresently fast gaining mo-
mentum.

Comprising aseriesof 12-grade
separated interchanges, this ex-
pressway will connect Al Qurum
Roundabout with Al Naseem
Roundabout viaAl Khuwair, Al
Ghubra, Al Athaiba, Airport, etc and
is expected to be an aternative road
to the Sultan Qaboos Street which
has aready reached its maximum
daily traffic capacity.

Initially budgeted at RO 132 million
and known as Southern Expressway,
this state-of-the-art six-lane express-
way is expected to reduce travel
time considerably and save much of
thetime spent on commuting. De-
sign of thishighly strategic road is
carried out by Parsonswhile Galfar
istaking care of the construction
side.

"Theworld over, development isa
continuous process and a gradual
advancement when it comesto con-
struction of infrastructure”, Khalil
bin Abdullah a Baushy, Director,
Information Directorate at the Infor-
mation and External Relations, Mus-
cat Municipality told the Observer.

"The vital veins being roads that
can easily connect the city with
various other parts of the adjacent
places enabling easy and fast flow
of traffic", Khalil said.

These giant strides towards devel-
opment in Oman may have been a
challenge to the officials of Muscat
Municipality. The diversetopogra-
phy with rocky mountains and nar-
row and restricted area between the
sea and the mountain from the east
being the main challenges.

gains momentum

Source: Oman Observer - August 9, 2009

"To face up these challenges, the
municipality officials decided to
implement anumber of strategic
roads that can withstand any chal-
lenge thrown by the fast develop-
ment that will take placein the coun-
try", Khalil explained.

In 2004, the process started with re-
search and studies for a number of
quality engineering projectsin the
capital consistent with the success-
ful development process and to be
well-equipped to face the challenges
of the phases of developments an-
ticipated in the future. And that very
thought saw the birth of 'Muscat Ex-
pressway' that kicked off in 2005.

The numerous benefits of this
project vary from providing an alter-
native to the Sultan Qaboos Street
to offering a perfect connection be-
tween al the parts of Muscat and
neighbourhoods and an easy move-
ment between residential, commer-
cial andindustrial districtsand other
utilities. Thisproject isalso ex-
pected to create an open horizon for
the various parts of the city to com-
municate despite the natural ob-
stacles and mountainous areas
around Muscat.

Being constructed according to the
highest international standards of
highways, thisdream project will
provide plenty of room for thetraffic
flow from all over the country to
Muscat. The expressway, with its
dual carriageway with threelanesin
each direction, will contain all the
traffic from the access roads flowing
towards Muscat.

Y et another strategic significance of
thishighway isthat it will be ableto
connect to Muscat's three accesses.
Thefirst from the west towards Al
Batinah road through Al Naseem
Roundabout, the second from the
south to the road coming from

Dhakhiliyaand Shargiyah connect-
ing to Rusail road, and thethird ac-
cesswill bethe Bausher-Al Amerat
road. After the strenuous construc-
tion activities through the rugged
mountai nous area between Bausher
and Al Amerat, now, the arduous
work isgoing on at the 6th I nter-
change.

The project consists of five phases
and it isprogressing at acommend-
able pace. The engineering design
for the expressway is made accord-
ing to the highest international stan-
dards prescribed by noted engi-
neerswho are closely working with
the constructors. The project is de-
signed to extend almost parallel to
the Sultan Qaboos Street from the
south, extending over 55 kilometres
from the Qurum Roundabout which
will betransformed into four-ways
crossroad up to Al Naseem Round-
about in addition to 28 kilometres of
access roads to and from the Sultan
Qaboos Street.

Other engineering featuresinclude
dual carriageway of threelaneson
each direction and 12 high intersec-
tionsin order to reduce the number
of access roads as much as possible
together with the special installa-
tions to protect the road across sev-
eral deep valleys. Muscat Munici-
pality isimplementing these projects
based on comprehensive study on
thetraffic inputs carried out
throughout the capital city along
with expected changes.

The studies resulted in a package of
road projects consistent with the
latest traffic standards to achieve
the best traffic flow and to provide
the best solution to the snarls that
take considerable time on the roads.
And besides, al these projects will
be supporting each other in order to
performitsanticipated rolesin na-
tion building.
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Naseem A’Sabaa project ‘will
bring in more investments’

aseem A’ Sabaa, an Integrated

Tourism Complex (ITC) project
in Muscat, costing over $ 1.5 billion,
will create more employment oppor-
tunitiesand bring in moreinvest-
ment to the Sultanate, said the
project developers.

Oman-based Amouage Hotelsand
Resorts and Malaysia-based Bandar
Raya Developments Berhad
(BRDB), one of theleading devel op-
ers, which signed ajoint venture re-
cently to build the ITC project, said
that Naseem A’ Sabaa, which will be
alandmark project, would pavethe
way for new investment opportuni-
ties.

Radiance International, acompany
specialised in investment procure-
ment, master planning, tourism de-
velopment projects and real estate
development projects played ama-
jor rolein bringing the Omani and
Malaysian companies on acommon
platform for thejoint venture. More-
over, it also created theinitial con-
ceptual master plan for Naseem

A’ Sabaa.

The beachfront I TC project, which
will be built on 400,000 square metre
land, hardly 10 minutesfromthe
Muscat I nternational Airport
neighbouring The Wave project, will

Source: Oman Tribune- August 3, 2009

haveresidentia villas, condomini-
ums, two five-star hotels, amarina,
marinaapartments and commercial
blocks.

“TheNaseem A’ Sabaa project istar-
geted at Omanis, GCC and other na-
tionals,” Dato Jagan Sabapathy,
Chief Executive Officer, BRDB, said.
The project, which will be completed
infiveyears, will be of immense eco-
nomic significanceto the Sultan-
ate,” hesaid.

“Naseem A’ Sabaawill havetwo ho-
tels, afive star and aseven star,
with around 600-650 rooms,” His
Highness Sayyid KhalifaBin Taimur
Al Said, Chairman of Radiance I nter-
national told Oman Tribune on the
sidelines of a press conference to
announce the signing of the joint
venture.

The joint venture was signed after
two years of negotiations. Amouage
Hotels and Resortsisthefirst pri-
vate Omani company to set up an
ITC project, hesaid.

“The project will pave the way for
enhancing business relations be-
tween Oman and Malaysia,” he said.
“Naseem A’ Sabaawill haveamarina
to serve the residents of the gated
community. It will also have ashop-

ping centre, officeand commercial
blocks,” he said.

ThelTC project will offer 100 per
cent freehold property rightsto all
buyers, including expatriates and
foreign nationals, he said.

“The project will generate sales of
around $2.5hillion,” Mohammed Al
Khaldi, Chairman of Amouage Ho-
tels and Resorts said. Amouage’ s
visionisto develop an ITC project,
which will be an asset for the Sul-
tanate, he said.

BRDB isprimarily involved inthe
development and management of
primeresidential and commercia
propertiesin Malaysia. The com-
pany, which is one of the estab-
lished property development com-
paniesin Malaysia, waslisted on
the KualaLumpur Stock Exchange
in1968.

BRDB isbest known for its property
development projectsin Bangsar,
KuaaLlumpur’spopular and afflu-
ent suburb, including the Sri Penaga
apartments, the luxury Bangsar Hill
bungalows and so on. BRDB isalso
expanding its presence globally
having embarked on a 325-acre
high-end mixed use development in
Lahore, Pakistan.

Freezone Sohar Phase 1
development flagged off

he first phase devel opment of

Freezone Sohar, an ambitious
initiative with the potential to trans-
form the Batinah region into Oman’s
industrial and economic power-
house, has been formally kicked off
by its promoters. The project is be-
ing devel oped by Sohar Freezone
LLC, anewly established joint ven-
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ture of Sohar Industrial Port Com-
pany (SIPC) and SKIL Infrastructure
Limited of India. SIPC, whichisa50-
50joint venture of the Government
of Oman and the Port of Rotterdam,
managestheindustrial port at Sohar.

Mumbai-based SKIL isIndia slead-
ing infrastructure and devel opment

company well known asapioneerin
conceptualising and developing
specia economic zones (SEZs). Be-
sides developing the first private
portin India, SKIL hasalso built
one of the world’ slargest shipyards.
Sohar Freezone LL C, whichwas
awarded a concession by the gov-
ernment to devel op, operate and



managethe 4,500-hectarefree zone
adjacent to the industrial port, has
now unveiled aplan for thefirst
phaseimplementation of the project.
At the weekend, the company in-
vited international and local con-
sultants, with the requisite expertise,
to prequalify for the detailed design
and engineering contract for Phase
1 of thefreezone project.

Accordingto officias, Freezone
Sohar is proposed to be executed in
five phases. Envisaged in the first
phase, covering an area of 500 hect-
ares, areanumber of downstream
industrial and petrochemical ven-
tures, warehousing and logistics
services, and so-called ‘ soft’ invest-
ments, such as educational, medical
and other service-related amenities.
A master-plan drawn up for Phase 1
of the SEZ project envisionsinvest-
ments organised into the following
clusters: Trading & Logistics (121
hectares), Light Manufacturing (68
hectares), Petrochemicals (26 hect-
ares), Aluminium activities (18 hect-
ares), Iron and Stedl (100 hectares),
Cement grinding (7 hectares), and
Education & Services (20 hectares).

Priority will be given toinvestments

that add value, such as those that
sourcetheir feedstock and raw ma-
terial needsfrom the metal and pet-
rochemical industries operating at
the port. Investmentsin logistics
and ‘' soft services', such as educa-
tional and healthcareinstitutions, as
well associal and leisurefacilities
including shops, restaurants and
tourist amenities, will be given due
consideration aswell. A great deal

of emphasiswill also be accorded to
investments that promote research
and development. The selected con-
sultant will be required to further de-
velop and detail the broad master-
plan already drawn up for Phase 1.

Also as part of its brief, the consult-
ant will undertake ageotechnical
survey of the site, and prepare a
comprehensive design for the road
networks, drainage systems and
utility corridors, among other ser-
vices. Sohar Freezone LL C has set
August 17, 2009 asthe deadlinefor
the submission of expressions of in-
terestinthisregard. Withan area
covering 4,500 hectares, whichis
more than twice the size of the huge
successful industrial port next door,
Freezone Sohar has the potentia to
become a powerful driver of eco-

nomic growth and employment gen-
eration throughout the populous
Batinah. Potential investor interest
in the venture is said to be very
promising.

Investors will enjoy a host of com-
petitive advantages by virtue of the
free zone' s strategic geographic lo-
cation outside the Strait of Hormuz,
and its access to world-class logis-
tics. Equally advantageousisthe
Zone' sproximity tothemajor mar-
kets of the Gulf, Middle East and the
Indian sub-continent. Plansfor an
international airport and anew rail
system at Sohar will further enhance
the project’ sinvestment appeal. Sig-
nificantly, the free zone authority
has already drawn up aregulatory
regime and arange of businessin-
centivesto attract local and interna-
tional investment into the project.

Thisincludesapolicy of no mini-
mum capita requirements, 100 per
cent foreign ownership, freerepa-
triation of capital and profits, relaxed
corporate tax holiday, competitive
land leasetariffs, and duty exemp-
tions on imports and exports (with
only 5 per cent duty on salesto the
Omeani market).

Pacts worth RO47m inked for projects

Fifteen agreementsto implement
anumber of projectsinthe mu-
nicipalities and water resources sec-
tor, at atotal cost of RO47,023,013,
weresigned by Abdullah bin Salim
Al Rowas, minister of regional mu-
nicipalitiesand water resources, in
his office at the ministry yesterday.

Theprojectsinthe municipalities
sector include designing and paving
of anumber of internal roadsinvolv-
ing atotal length of 41.8km. These
includeroadsin Sharjat Fatma
Shagarga a, Hillat Al Sidafi, Hillat Al
Qahamand Tiwi Saidinthewilayat
of Wadi bani Khalid, involving
2.5km, 3kmand 4.5km, respectively.

Source: Timesof Oman - July 31, 2009

Internal roadsinthewilayat of Al
Mudhaibi, involving atotal length
of 27.7km, will aso be paved. An-
other project aims at designing and
constructing Rahab-Al Tiwi roadin
thewilayat of Liwaat alength of
4.10km.

The projects also include expansion
of thetreated water pipelinefrom
the wastewater station in the wilayat
of Saham to the main road (second
phase), development and beautifica-
tion of the business district at Al
Bidayah inthewilayat of Al Suwaig.
They aso include expansion of the
treated water pipelinefromthe
wastewater station in the wilayat of

Saham to the main road (first phase),
construction of apublic park in the
wilayat of Al Rustag, construction
of the wastewater station in the
wilayat of Liwaand the wastewater
network (second phase) in the
wilayat of Saham.

The agreementsrel ated to water
projects include construction of a
dam to protect the populated areas
fromflood havoc at Al Amerat
Heightsin Muscat governorate. In
additionto Al Amerat, the project
will also protect Al Qurm trading
areafrom mgjor floodslike the un-
usual weather condition that hit the
Sultanatein June 2007.
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First private Omani tourism complex
project announced

Malaysian real estate devel-
oper and an Omani landowner
have signed ajoint venture to build
anintegrated Tourism Complex
(ITC) called Naseem A'Sabaa.

Officiasof thetwo companies,
namely Bandar Raya Developments
Berhad (BRDB), Maaysia, and
Amouage Hotelsand ResortsLLC,
said the Naseem A’ Sabaa would be
built on a400,000 square metre area
in Al Athaiba. Thisisway abovethe
smallest size (200,000 square metres)
allowed for an I TC projectin Oman.

Muhammad al Khaldi, Chairman,
Amouage Hotels and Resorts, said
the project is expected to generate

Source: Oman Observer - July 29, 2009

salesworth $2.5 billion and will be
up and running in the next five
years. The joint venture has been
concluded following amost two
years of negotiations. Naseem

A’ Sabaaisabeachfront ITC project
hardly 10 minutesfrom theairport
neighbouring The Wave project. It
will haveresidentia villas, condo-
miniums, two five-star hotels, ama-
rina, marinaapartments and commer-
cia blocks.

The Naseem A’ Sabaa project will be
designed to target Omanis, Gulf na
tionals and a select group of Euro-
peans, Dato Jagan Sabapathy, Chief
Executive Officer, BRDB, told the
Observer in response to a question.

Sabapathy said the project is of
great economic significanceto
Oman asitwill agoalongway in
creating new economic opportuni-
ties. Preliminary planning for the
project has just begun.

Dato Muhammad Zamri, Ambassa-
dor of Malaysia, underlined the
project’ simportance, saying it is set
to be aunique one and quite differ-
ent fromtheexisting ITC projectsin
the Sultanate. Radiance Interna
tional LLC, aninvestment procure-
ment and real estate projects com-
pany, played akey rolein bringing
the Omani and Malaysian sideson a
common platform for concluding the
joint venture.

Cement demand grows
as construction sector thrives

C:Irvnent sales by the Sultanate's
0 principal cement manufac-
turersgrew by significant margins
during thefirst half of thisyear, un-
derscoring the construction sector’s
pivotal rolein sustaining the
economy through the current global
downturn. Half yearly financial re-
sultsrel eased by Oman Cement
Company and Raysut Cement Com-
pany in recent days show increases
averaging 17.5 per centin cement
salesduring thefirst half of this
year, compared to figuresfor the
corresponding period last year.

“It has been business as usual —
where cement sales are concerned
— thispast six months,” an indus-
try executive commented to the Ob-
server. “ Demand has been growing
by 10-12 per cent, with al segments
of the building construction sector
continuing to performwell. In par-
ticular, ongoing infrastructure
projects of the government have
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hel ped maintain the momentum of
cement consumption.”

Oman Cement and Raysut Cement
account for aimost all of the
Sultanate’ sdomestic cement re-
quirements, although small quanti-
ties of bagged cement areimported
by road from the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) or viaOman'scommer-
cia ports.

Releasing itsfinancia resultsfor the
half year ended June 30, 2009, Oman
Cement announced a 17.35 per cent
increasein cement sales, which
jumpedto 1.133 million metric
tonnes during this period from
0.9966 million metric tonnesduring
the sameperiod last year. This

year’ svolumesalsoincluded 89,794
metric tonnes of cement that wasim-
ported to meet the domestic de-
mand. The growth in cement sales
boosted revenues by 32.1 per cent
to RO 35.549 million during thefirst

half of thisyear, from RO 26.902 mil-
lion during the same period last
year.

Net profit after tax jumped ahefty 46
per centto RO 11.178 millionthis
year, asagaingt RO 7.642 million
during the corresponding period
last year. “ The demand for cementin
Oman continuesto remain at ahigh
level. Thissituation is expected to
continuein the near future. In order
to meet the demand for cement, the
company is continuing to procure
clinker to produce additional ce-
ment. The average price of imported
clinker isexpected to belower in
2009 as against the 2008 prices,”
Qahtan bin Yarub a Busaidy, Chair-
man of Oman Cement stated.

To meet the demand growth, Oman
Cement imported 242,696 tonnes of
clinker to supplement itsown pro-
duction of 602,220 tonnes during
thefirst half of 2009. Total cement



produced rose seven per cent to
1,028,808 tonnesthisyear, as
against 961,563 tonnesduring the
first half of 2008. Raysut Cement too
posted similarly upbeat sales results
for thefirst half of 2009. Domestic
cement sales climbed 18.3 per cent
toreach 1.581 million metric tonnes.
Exports during this period amounted
to 352,654 tonnes, taking the
company’ stotal deliveries of cement
to 1.581 million tonnesthisyear, as
against 1.395 million tonnesduring
the corresponding period of 2008.

Whileclinker productionfell dlightly
on account of kiln maintenance
shutdowns, cement production was
lower by 30.6 per cent to 1.026 mil-
lion tonnes this year because of
planned maintenance and rehabilita-
tion works on some of the plant’s
cement grinding cements. The
shortfall was made good through
importsamounting to 724,368
tonnes of cement.

“Going forward, despitethe nega-
tive factors affecting the economy,

Muriya golf projects work

M uriyaTourism Development
appointed Richard McGlynn
as Golf Project Manager for itsITC
projects‘ Salaah Beach’ and * Jebel
Sifah’. PGA Course 1 and Resort
Course2 at ‘ Salalah Beach’ have
been designed to maximisethe play-
ability of the courses while * Jebel
Sifah’ has been designed to exploit
the natural surroundings.

A native of Ireland with over 15
years experience in golf course con-
struction and management,
McGlynnisthe holder of aMasters
of Science Degreein Sports Surface
Technology from Cranfield Univer-
sity, England. He bringswith hima
wealth of experience gained while
working on numerous projectsin
theUK, Switzerland, Dubai, Russia
and India. He believes that sustain-
able planning, construction and
maintenance methods are key to the
success of the projects.

Construction work has begun on
both Salalah and Sifah siteswith
bulk earth worksunderway. I nterna-
tional shapers are on site beginning
to recreate the architects’ designs
on the ground. Deep bore wells and
desalination plants have been in-
stalled to provide the required water
for irrigation purposes.

Thefour-hectare turf nursery for the
propagation of the golf courses

Source: Oman Observer - July 19, 2009

grass has been constructed and will
be planted in the coming months
with the latest varieties of turf grass
for ocean neighbouring courses for
which import permits have been ob-
tained in the Sultanate. Contracts
are currently being composed for
thesupply of irrigation materials
and aprofessional team of experi-
enced installation engineers as-
sembled.

The detailed case studies being re-
searched to determine the best
method of providing the required
growing medium for supremeturf
establishment are also close to
completion. “These projects are
sure to bring sustainable year-round
tourismto Sifah and to Salalah,”
said McGlynn. “The high-profile
golf courses are designed and will
be maintained to international stan-
dards suitable for PGA events and
are sure to raise global awareness of
Oman asaquality golf destination.”

A constant year-round flow of tour-
ismwill aso enabletheselocalities
to grow by creating job opportuni-
tiesfor the local people and sup-
porting industries. Both the courses
a ‘ Saldah Beach’ arebeing de-
signed by Karl Litten & Jeffery
Myersof Litten Myers Golf Course
Architects, North Carolina. Litten
has designed coursesin the US, Ja-
pan, England and Australiato name

we expect that the measures taken
by the Sultanate to inject moreli-
quidity through the banking system
will easetheimpact of thecrisisand
achieve sustained economic devel-
opment over thewholeyear. We
therefore project demand for cement
to continue growing albeit at a
dower rate of 6-8 per cent for thefi-
nancia year, and Raysut Cement will
continue its efforts to meet the de-
mand of the market,” Mohammed
bin Alawi Ali Mugaibal, Chairman of
Raysut Cement stated.

underway

afew, and has been designing
courses since the early 80s— many
of which host PGA championships.

Inthe Middle East, heiscredited for
courses such as Riffain Bahrain, the
origina Creek and renowned Emir-
atesin Dubai. Litten Myerswill
bring to‘ Salalah Beach’ thetrusted
technique of merging golf and red
estate development to produce
courses that blend into the beautiful
surroundings.

In*Salalah Beach', the seafront tees
and greensrunning from alinks en-
vironment on the championship
course are designed for the long hit-
ters and the tour professionals. On
the other hand, generous fairways
amongst the rocky arid surround-
ings under the mountains of there-
sort course are designed with the
relaxed golfer inmind.

‘Jebel Sifah’ golf courseisdesigned
by the Swiss architect Peter
Harradine of Dubai. Harradineisa
third generation golf course archi-
tect well known throughout Europe
and the Middle East for producing
the ultimate course for the sur-
roundings. Harradine Golf boasts
PGA Tour courses such as Abu
Dhabi “Nationa”, DohaGolf Clubin
the Middle East to Bad Ragaz and
Losonein Switzerland and Gut
Hausernin Germany.
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RO30m spent on airport expansion, says CEO

eorge Billow, Chief Executive

Officer (CEO) of Oman Airport
Management Company, said that
the company, since its establish-
ment in 2002, spent RO30 million for
expansion, devel opment and im-
provement of existing airportsinthe
Sultanate.

In astatement he said that the com-
pany had implemented anumber of
projects at the Muscat | nternational
Airport which include expansion of
the departure building, expansion of
the parks oppositeto it and expan-
sion of thearrival terminal. He said
that the aim of these expansions
was to meet the demands of grow-
ing number of passengers and
flights.

Work isunder way at the multi-
phased expansion work of the de-
partureterminal at acost of RO3 mil-
lion. The company iscurrently un-
dertaking a study on the expansion
of the car parks and increasing the
number of shops, utilities and ser-

Source: Oman Tribune- July 18, 2009

vices at theairport, he said.

The CEO said: “ The Sultanate at-
taches great importanceto theair
transportation sector asit isthe air
bridge which linksthe Sultanateto
therest of the world. The company
now promotes the existing opportu-
nitiesand facilitiesat Muscat airport
and Salalah airport to attract more
air carriersand freight companiesto
operate flights and tourist flightsto
thetwo airports.”

The Oman Airport Management
company in association with the
tourism sector is promoting tourism
inthe Sultanate in general and the
Muscat city in particular. Thiswill
have a positiveimpact on Omani
economy.

Hesaid that the air traffic statistics
point out that Muscat and Salalah
airportsarewitnessing agrowthin
air traffic despite the global eco-
nomicrecession. “Thereisanin-
creasein the number of flights oper-
ated by theair carrier especialy dur-

ing the tourism seasons,”’ he said.

Replying to a question on the dead-
line for completing the new Muscat
airport, he said that the airport
would be ready by 2012 and will ca-
ter to 12 million passengersayear.
Theairport will be provided with all
amenities such as the tubes which
directly connect the airport to the
flights.

He also said that work has already
begun at anumber of regional air-
ports such as (Sohar, Dugm, Ras Al
Had and Adam). They will beready
for useby 2012, he said.

George Billow also said that the ca-
pacity of the existing Muscat air-
port, after completing the expansion,
will reach 6 million passengersand
will handle 490 departureflightsa
week. He said that after completing
the new airport, the present building
would be used as offices for the
trade companies or officesthat sup-
port the new airport and air carriers.

Muriya ties up with German contractor Lupp

uriyaTourism Development

Company hastied-up with
Germany based L upp Group to form
LuppMiddleEast LLC. Therecently
established joint firmwill execute
the turnkey construction of 18 ma-
rinaapartment blocksand amarina
boutique hotel in Muriya's ‘ Jebel
Sifah’ project.

“Lupp Middle East has provided us
with an opportunity to bring German
quality and expertisein construction
for thefirst timeto thisregion. We
draw strength from the parent
company’s 99 years of proficiency
inthefield of turnkey construction
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and engineering, employing innova
tive techniquesto deliver high qual-
ity at every stage of production,”
said Robert Smith, managing direc-
tor, Lupp MiddleEast LLC.

“Our joint venturewith Lupp will

hel p fulfil our commitmentstowards
the Government of Oman interms of
hotel development. By bringing the
best of modern techniques of con-
struction into the project, Muriya
and Lupp aimto achievetheir tar-
gets on time. We are however also
willing to consider any other exter-
nal contractors as long as they de-
liver inthereguired timeframeand

adhere to our quality standards with
related modern techniquesfor our
turnkey projects,” emphasised Cyril
Piaia, CEO of Muriya

Based in Shatti Al Qurum, Lupp
Middle East has a staff of approxi-
mately 40 membersthat include Ger-
man expat management, engineers,
supervisors and Omani administra:
tion.

It currently employs 250 skilled
labour and foremen at the Jebel
Sifah construction site, and the
number is expected to increase to
over 500 within the next two to three



months.

The construction company is pres-
ently simultaneously executing the
construction work on seven blocks
and the boutique hotel, i.e. 50 per
cent of the total work is now in con-
structionin ‘ Jebel Sifah’. Thework
on further apartment blockswill also
begin shortly.

Located 45km from Muscat, ‘ Jebel
Sifah’ isset onaland of 6.2 million

square metres. In addition to four
five-star internationally acclaimed
hotels, it will also incorporate bou-
tigue marinahotels, aworld-class
18-hole PGA Golf Course, 200-berth
marinaand marinatown, restaurants
and cafes, retail shops and freehold
luxury properties.

Muriyawas established in 2006
when Egypt’ s Orascom Hotels &
Development (with 70 per cent
stake) and Omani government

owned Omran (with 30 per cent
stake) cametogether inajoint ven-
ture. Sincethen, Muriyahasan-
nounced four ambitious projects
across beautiful locales of Oman.
Two of the ongoing projects arein-
tegrated tourism complexes (ITCs)
offering freehold properties—
‘Jebel Sifah’ and‘ Saldah Beach'. In
addition, Muriyaa so has extensive
plansto develop ‘ City Walk’ in
Muscat and a Boutique Hotel on ‘Al
Sodah Island’.

Sohar Industrial Estate embarks
on Phase 7 expansion

har Industrial Estate (SIE) is

reparing to launch its biggest
expansion to datein areflection of
the Sohar’ s strong appeal asamag-
net for industrial and commercial in-
vestment. The Phase 7 expansion
will add around 780 hectaresto
Sohar’ sburgeoning industrial es-
tate, which is by far the fastest
growing among thesix industrial
parks administered around the Sul-
tanate by the Public Establishment
for Industrial Estates (PEIE). The
upgradewill alow for SIE to cater to
the robust demand for leased indus-
trial plotsin thisgrowing economic
hub. PEIE has appointed thewell-
known Omani engineering
consultancy firm, National Engineer-
ing Office (NEO), to undertake the
detailed design and construction
supervision of SIE’sPhase 7 expan-
sion project.

Aspart of itsbrief, NEO will design
the entireland infrastructure for new
industries, including the road net-
work, and corridorsfor therequisite
utilities, including gas supply lines,
potable water and sewage pipes,
power supply and telecom cables,
among other services. Phase 7 will
be developed on a site located just
beyond the corridor for the pro-
posed Batinah Expressway asit
runsvia Sohar from Barkato Shinas.

Source: Oman Observer - July 11, 2009

Already, anumber of plotswithin
the Phase 7 zone have been allo-
cated to investors looking to set up
small and medium-size plantsin-
volving the manufacture of steel
products, electrical goods, building
materialsand ready-mix cement.

Applications for leased plots at
Sohar have also been received from
manufacturers of construction mate-
rials and wood products, aswell as
shipping and logistics firmslooking
to set up warehouses and stores in
theindustrial port city. SIE currently
hosts around 70 projects which are
engaged in the manufacture of vari-
ous products, such as marble, food-
stuff, detergents, leather, furniture,
toothpaste, beverages, ice cream,
resins, glass and steel bars. At least
40 other projects are under various
stages of construction, while afur-
ther roughly 60 ventures are on the
anvil. The giant smelter of Sohar
Aluminium, which began operations
at full capacity earlier thisyear, is
the biggest of SIE’ stenants. Total
industrial investmentsin SIE gross
around $1.25 hillion.

Theindustria park’slocation, mid-
way between Muscat and Dubai,
combined withitsmoderninfra-
structurefacilitiesand communica
tionlinks, makesit an attractive des-

tination for investment, say officials.
The Phase 7 expansion comes close
on the heels of the development of
SIE’ ssixth phase, which housesa
Meta s Park earmarked exclusively
for downstream aluminium units
which depend on hot metal from the
Sohar Aluminium smelter next door.
Coveringanareaof 1.72million
sgquare metres, Phase 6 already
hosts a number of downstream alu-
minium ventures, at least one of
whichisalready operational.

Others are in various stages of de-
sign and development. Also envis-
aged isaPlastics Park catering to
industries downstream to the petro-
chemical projects currently operat-
ing or under development at the
nearby Port of Sohar. National Engi-
neering Office (NEO), whichishan-
dling the design of the Phase 7 ex-
pansion project, has undertaken a
number of similar design contracts
for PEIE in the devel opment of its
industrial parks. The company was
involved in the design of some
phases of the Rusay! Industrial Es-
tate, aswell asthe complete master
plan and design of the Nizwa Indus-
trial Estate. A contract for theland
infrastructure development of Phase
7 of Sohar Industrial Estateisex-
pected to be awarded before the end
of thisyear.
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22 pacts on developing ports, airports signed

he Sultanate' s government yes-

terday signed 22 development
agreementsfor portsand civil avia
tion sectors at a total cost of
RO87,793,229 as part of itseffortsto
develop the infrastructure and acti-
vateitsrolein serving the nationa
economy.

The agreements were signed on be-
half of the Sultanate’ s government
by Dr Khamisbin Mubarak Al
Alawi, transport and communica
tionsminister whilethe chief execu-
tive officers (CEO) signed for thelo-
cal and international companies.

The agreements, related to ports
and marine affairs sectors, included
anumber of development projects.

Thefirst agreement includes the de-
sign, manufacture, supply, installa-
tion and inspection of 14 winches
for the dry dock in the Wilayat of
A'Duguminthe Al Wustaregion, at
atotal cost of RO24,200,000 with
Shanghai Zhenhua Port Machinery
Company of China.

The second agreement includes the
design, supply and installation of
two gates for the dry dock in the
Wilayat of A’ DugumintheAl
Woustaregion at atotal cost of
RO7,674,421 with Top Great Engi-
neering & Marine Pte Ltd Company.

Thethird agreement isfor provision
of consultancy services for the de-
sign, supervision and operation
management study for the new port
and dry dock construction project in
theWilayat of A’ DugumintheAl
Woustaregion, at atotal cost of
RO7,001,850 with Haskoning UK in
collaboration with Khatib & Alami
company.

Thefourth agreement includesthe
supply of lifting and heavy trans-
portation equipment for the dry
dock inthe Wilayat of A' Duqumin
the Al Wustaregion at atotal cost

50 THE BIG SHow 2011

Source: Timesof Oman - July 1, 2009

of RO5,318,535 with Bahwan
Projectsand Telecoms. Thefifth
agreement with LG Electricincludes
the design, manufacture, supply and
installation of the pumping system
project inthe Wilayat of A' Dugum
inthe Al Wustaregion, at atotal
cost of RO4,886,037.

The sixth agreement with Dai Hong
Electric company includesthe de-
sign, manufacture, supply, installa-
tion and inspection of power gen-
erator project inthe Wilayat of
A'Duguminthe Al Wustaregion, at
atotal cost of RO4,504,450.

The seventh agreement with
Bioksan Engineeringincludesthe
drawing, manufacture, supply, in-
stallation and inspection of the en-
vironmental utilities of thedry dock
inthe Wilayat of A'Duqum at atotal
cost of RO3,257,100.

The eighth agreement with Hankook
Industry Discovery Machinary com-
pany includes the design, manufac-
ture, supply, installation and inspec-
tion of the lifts of the workshops at
thedry dock in A'Dugum at a cost
of RO2,739,600.

The ninth agreement with the Ko-
rean Daewoo Shipbuilding & Ma-
rine Engineering includesthe provi-
sion of consultancy services for the
supervision of theimplementation
of the upstream works project for
thedry dock in A'Duqum port at a
total cost of RO1,415,057.

The 10th agreement with Bahwan
Projects company includes the de-
sign, manufacture, installation and
inspection of theiron cutting utili-
ties at the dry dock in the Wilayat of
A’'Duqum at acost of RO1,241,870.

The 11th agreement with Samsung
includesthe drawing, manufacture,
supply, installation and inspection
of theair compressor at the dry
dock intheWilayat of A’ Dugum at a

cost of RO1,211,402. The 12th agree-
ment with Hanshang company in-
cludesthe drawing, manufacture,
supply, installation, inspection and
refining of the paint materials of the
dry dock in A’Dugum at atotal cost
of RO519,040.

The 13th agreement with Mohsin
Haider Darwish company includes
the design, manufacture, installation
and inspection of the gas storing
utilitiesfor the dry dock in the
Wilayat of A'Dugum at a cost of
RO433,850.

The 14th agreement with Al Sarooj
Construction company isrelated to
the civil worksfor the ferry boat
port at Shinas Port, at a cost of
R08,084,123.

The 15th agreement with Al Sarooj
Construction company includes the
civil worksfor the ferry boat port at
Khasab Port, at a cost of
R0O1,284,633.

The 16th agreement with United
Arab Marine Workshop company
includes the construction of docks
and floating bridgesfor the ferry
boat port and utilitiesin Muscat,
Khasab and Shinas at atotal cost of
R0O5,852,415.

The 17th agreement with WS Atkins
International & Company isrelated
to the development works at Sultan
Qaboos Port at atotal cost of
RO902,500.

The 18th agreement with Barsons
International & Partners company
includes the consultancy services
for the design and supervision of
the infrastructure related to the con-
struction of temporary bridges at
Sohar Industrial Estate roundabout
at atotal cost of RO276,804.

The 19th agreement with Fujro
Middle East and Partnersincludes
the site inspection worksfor liquid



berth methanol Salalah project at
Salalah Port, at acost of RO171,350.

Inthecivil aviation sector, thefirst
agreement with Ghafari Associates
company includes the consultancy
services for the design and supervi-
sion of airplane shelters at Muscat
International and Salalah airports, at
atotal cost of RO4,093,688.

The second agreement with Ghafari
Associates includes consultancy
services for the design and supervi-
sion of the construction of cargo
terminal at Muscat I nternational and
Salalah airports, at atotal cost of
RO1,458,305.

Thethird agreement with Al Hatmi
Engineering Consultancy isrelated

to the design and supervision of the
catering building at Muscat | nterna-
tional and Salalah airports, at atotal
cost of RO1,266,150.

Said bin Hamdoon Al Harthy,
undersecretary for portsand marine
affairsat the ministry and anumber
of officialsfrom the ministry at-
tended the signing ceremony.

Thirteen firms eye retendered
Shinas Port consultancy study

hirteen consultancy firmsarein

the race for akey government
contract to study the potential for
establishing acommercial port at
Shinas, on the Sultanate’ snorthern
Batinah coast. Interest in the con-
tract has been strong despite the
government’ sdecision to re-invite
competitive bidsfor the tender ear-
lier thisyear, after scrapping an ear-
lier tender floated last year. Fresh
bids were opened last week with 13
local, regional and international
firmshaving submitted firm offers.
Thenew bidding line-up comprises
Cowi & Partners, WS AtkinsInter-
national, Jurong I nternational
TypsaConsulting, Khatib & Alami,
Korea Port Engineering Corp, Arup
Gulf Limited, Consulting Engineer-
ing Services, Dar al Handasah,
Modern Engineering Consultants,
Pacer Consultants, Hanscomb & Co,
and Sering International. A commer-
cia gateway at Shinasisinlinewith
the government’ s longstanding ob-
jective of establishing suitable mari-
time infrastructure to support socio-
economic growth at key areas along
the Sultanate’ s coast.

Located closeto Oman’ s border
with the UAE, Shinasisseen as
well-positioned to exploit its strate-
giclocationin aregion that haswit-
nessed unprecedented economic
growth. It not only abutsinterna-
tional searouteslinking the Upper
Gulf, Northern Oman and other In-

Source: Oman Observer - June 28, 2009

dian Ocean hubs, but itsrelative
proximity to the commercial andin-
dustrial growth centres of Dubai,
Abu Dhabi and Sohar can be suit-
ably leveraged to attract maritime
traffic and economic investment.

Equally promisingis Shinas appesl
asanidyllic tourist destination, with
amodern harbour expected to bol-
ster the town’ s ability to attract
small cruise ships, yachts and other
passenger ships. Shinas has already
beenidentified asapotential mag-
net for tourism-rel ated investments.
Its white-sand beaches overlooking
the expanse of the Gulf of Oman
make attractive settings for upscale
integrated tourism and residential
developments. Moreover, the high-
speed ferries, which are popular
with tourists, also halt at Shinas as
they ply between Muscat and
Khasab in Muscat Governorate.

A new port is also expected to pro-
vide a huge boost to the town’s lu-
crativefisheriesactivities, leading to
potential investmentsin afleet of
modern fishing vessels, and even
fish processing plants. A significant
chunk of Shinas’ fish output is cur-
rently exported to marketsinthe
UAE. The port is proposed to be de-
veloped at the site of an existing
jetty at Shinas, which primarily
serves the town’ sfishing commu-
nity aswell asthelocal tradein
foodstuff and essentials. The Minis-

try of Transport and Communica-
tions, which is overseeing the de-
velopment of the project, has
deemed the current facility inad-
equate to meet the area’ s growth
needs.

Based on the consultant’ s recom-
mendations, authoritieswill decide
whether to upgrade the existing fa-
cility or aternatively set up a
Greenfield port at anew site. The se-
lected consultant will undertake a
comprehensive study covering the
planning, technical, financial and
economic aspects of establishing a
commercial port at Shinas. Further-
more, the firm will design and mas-
ter-plan the devel opment of the pro-
posed Shinas facility, aswell as ad-
vise the government on its opera-
tion and management whenitis
eventually up and running.

Also as part of the study, the con-
sultant will assess opportunities for
commercia and infrastructurein-
vestment in and around the pro-
posed Shinas port. Based on traffic
and demand forecasts, the study
will identify requirementsfor land
within or around Shinas Port for the
establishment of warehouse and
storagefacilities, industries, com-
mercial activities such asbanks, lo-
gistics and tour services, aswell as
aFree Trade Zone or Specia Eco-
nomic Zone. A contract award isex-
pected during the next quarter.
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BankMuscat, NBO, Towell Piramal
form new real estate company

ankMuscat, National Bank of

Oman (NBO) and Towell
Piramal havejoined handstoforma
new real estate company, Oman Ur-
ban Development Company LLC
(OUDC). OUDC aimsto bring about
aparadigm shiftinthe Omanreal es-
tate industry by providing bespoke
solutions ranging from budget to
[uxury accommodation, warehous-
ing and industrial complexes, mass
accommodation, themed and mixed
use developments. The signing of
the sharehol ders agreement was
held recently at Bait Towell in Al
Athaiba

The event was attended by Hussain
Jawad, Chairman, W JTowell Group,
Abdul Razak Ali Issa, CEO,
BankMuscat, David Murray Sims,
CEO, National Bank of Oman and

Source: Oman Observer - June 28, 2009

Khushru Jijina, MD Pirama Sunteck,
Indiaand other officials.

“Thistieupisthefirst of itskindin
Oman and we are very proud asa
group to beinvolved in this ven-
ture,” said Hussain Jawad, Chair-
man, W JTowell Group.

Ivor Braganza, CEO of W JTowdll
Property & Construction, described
W JTowell asapioneerinrea es-
tate development in Oman, having
delivered quality projects through
strong backward integration by
partnering architects, sourcing com-
panies and the furnitureleasing
business. Thislegacy will bring a
unique perspectiveto OUDC en-
abling the company to reach greater
heightsin the coming years, he
stressed.

The new company will be managed
by Towell Piramal Sunteck CoLLC,
whichisajoint venture between W
JTowell and Piramal Sunteck, ared
estate devel opment company from
India

“Itisour firsttimeintheregionand
this partnership looksvery promis-
ing and would reach great heights
and transform the real estateindus-
try in the Sultanate,” said Khushru
Jijinaof Piramal Sunteck.

The Company islooking to enter
into different segments of the indus-
try, encompassing warehousing,
commercial development, massresi-
dentia projects, tourism related
projects and even affordable hous-
ing. The company plansto launch
itsfirst project shortly.

Pacts for infrastructure development inked

r Khamisbin Mubarak Al

Alawi, minister of transport
and communications, yesterday
signed 17 agreementsworth
R084,838,847. Theagreementscame
as part of the government’ s effort in
developing the infrastructure and
activating itsrolein serving the na-
tional economy.

Thefirst agreement signed with
Desert Line Projects Company,
worth RO22,960,000, isfor con-
structing the 20km-long Arjout-
Sarfait road in Dhofar governorate.

The second agreement with D Ster-
ling Patco, worth RO22,850,842, is
for constructing the 17km-long dual
carriageway from Al Zaroub round-
about to Al Buraimi Hospital round-
about aswell asits electrification
works.

Theworksincludeamainring
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flyover and two ring bridges to
serve the layouts on both sides of
theroad. It aso includes four tun-
nels, in addition to about a 27-km-
long service road.

Thethird agreement with Al
Raseeed Trading and Contracting
Company, worth RO7,456,653, re-
lates to the construction of the 27-
km-long Hajaf-Jahnin-Asir road in
Dhofar governorate, aswell assix-
km-longinternal roads.

Thefourth agreement with Parsons
International Company, worth RO7,
336,750, isfor providing consul -
tancy servicein the design and su-
pervision of the construction of
the 180-km-long Southern Al Bati-
nah Express Road, the first and sec-
ond parts, in addition to the 220-km-
long road linking the current road.

Thefifth agreement with Botic, in

collaborationwith |ce Engineering
Company, worth RO2,558,525, re-
lates to designing and supervision
of thethird part of the 95-km-long
Southern Al Batinah Express Road,
in addition to about 40-km-long link-
ing roads.

The sixth agreement with Ali and
Partnersfor Trading and Contract-
ing, worth RO6,969,719, isfor con-
structing the 18.6-km-long Al Turath
district road in Ghubrat Nizwain the
Al Dakhiliyah region.

The seventh agreement with Khalid
bin Ahmed and Sons Company,
worth RO4,940,000, relatesto de-
signing and implementation of a
number of internal roads, about
25.985km-long, from Allihbanto
Kahnat inthewilayat of |bri.

The eighth agreement with Khalid
bin Ahmed and Sons Company,



worth RO3,232,289, isfor renovating
the bridges and support walls on
Bidbid-Sur Road.

The ninth agreement with Khalid bin
Ahmed and Sons Company, worth
R0O2,596,766, isfor renovating the
2.78km-long Wadi Saaon Hafeet-
Alzaroubroadin Al Buraimi gover-
norate.

The 10th agreement with Driver
Consult, worth RO1,297,488, isfor
providing consultancy servicesin
the construction of Hasik-Al
Shuwaimiyah road in Dhofar gover-
norate.

The 11th agreement with Modern
Engineering Consultancy, in col-
[aboration with Stop Consultancy,
India, worth RO778,863,000, relates
to consultancy services for the de-
signing and supervision of the con-
struction of Khasab-Wadi Moh-

Bukharoad project and renovating
Khasab Bukha costal road in
Musandam governorate.

The 12th agreement with Pakistani
National Company for Engineering
Servicesand Partners, worth
RO600,850, isfor providing
consultancy services in the supervi-
sion of the third stage of renovation
of the Nizwa-Thumrait road project.

The 13th agreement with Parsons
International and Company, worth
R0O501,000, isfor consultancy ser-
vicesin the supervision and repair
of the damaged Aseelah-Ras Al
Hadd road.

The 14th agreement, with Pakistani
National Company for Engineering
Services, worth RO209,601, isfor
providing consultancy servicesin
the supervision of repair on Wadi Al
Tayyeenroad inthe Al Shargiyah

region.

The 15th agreement with Renardet
SA and Partners Consulting Engi-
neersLL C, worth RO205,000, relates
to consultancy services in the de-
signing of theroad from Shagat
Shokab in thewilayat of Baidyah to
Qahidvillage overlooking the Ara-
bian Sea.

The 16th agreement with Pakistani
National Company for Engineering
Servicesand Partner Company,
worth RO175,000, relatesto provid-
ing consultancy servicesin the de-
signing of Al Buraimi Safwan Al
Rawdah road.

The 17th agreement with Desert
Caravan Company, worth
R0O169,499, isfor reinforcing the
roadswith concrete and making
humpsin Northern Al Sharqgiyah re-
gion.

Major road project to enhance Buraimi
Governorate’s infrastructure development

he Ministry of Transport and

Communications has awarded a
contract for the dualisation of akey
carriageway in Buraimi, further rein-
forcing theinfrastructure devel op-
ment of one of Oman’s newest gov-
ernorates.

Federici Stirling BATCOLLCwill
undertake the dualisation and up-
grade of a17.5-kilometre stretch of
the governorate’ s main carriageway
from Zurub roundabout to the
Buraimi Hospital roundabout at a
cost of RO 22.850 million.

The carriageway serves asthe
Sultanate’ s principal gateway into
the United Arab Emiratesonits
northwestern border, andisanin-
creasingly important overland route
for commercial, tourist and cross-
border traffic between Oman and the
UAE. Importantly, with the
dualisation of this key stretch, the

Source: Oman Observer - June 27, 2009

entire highway extending from
Sohar all theway to Oman’ sborder
with the UAE at Buraimi will have
been dualised to international high-
way construction standards. An-
other contractor is close to complet-
ing the dualisation of the 82-
kilometre Sohar-Buraimi highway at
acost of nearly RO 44 miillion.

With atotal of 18 bridges and two
pedestrian underpasses, the
dualised Sohar-Buraimi carriageway
will allow for smooth traffic flows,
particularly heavy vehicles, between
theindustrial port of Sohar and the
UAE, viaBuraimi-Al Ain. Federici
Stirling BATCO, whichisaready ex-
ecuting a number of prestigious
road projectsin Muscat Governor-
ates, led afield of severa leading
local and international companies
that bid for the Buraimi road project.
Thebidding line-up included Con-
solidated Contractors Co, Desert

Line Projects, Strabag Oman, Larsen
& Toubro (Oman), STFA, Oman Gulf
Co, Turkerler Construction, Khalid
bin Ahmed & Sons, Copri Construc-
tion, National United Engineering,
ASASCivil Construction, and
Sarooj Construction.

In addition to dualising the stretch
between the Zurub and Buraimi
Hospital roundabouts, the contract
also callsfor the complete overhaul
of the carriageway, says Savatore
Simonetti, CEO of Federici Stirling
BATCO. “Thisroad will beup-
graded to international standards,
completewith two partia cloverlesf
bridges, four underpasses, New Jer-
sey barriers, and modern street-
lighting. We are mobilising ateam of
road construction specialists,
backed by experienced workers, to
ensureitisbuilt to the client’ s satis-
faction within the stipulated
timeframe.”
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High growth potential for
district cooling In Sultanate

I ncreasing power demand, rising
energy costs and infrastructure
projects are fuelling the growth of
thedistrict cooling market in Oman.
The efforts by the GCC govern-
mentsto avoid a power crisisand
move towards sustainability have
made district cooling aviableand
popular optioninthe Middle East.

Tuk-KeunY ang, executivevice
prisident of K SIndustry, aKorean
trading company, sees huge poten-
tial for district cooling in Oman.
Yang, on hisfirst business visit to
Oman afew weeks ago, met pro-
spective business parters for setting
up district cooling systems (DCS) in
the Sultanate.

“Theregion’ sextreme climate and
increasing construction projects
have created amarket for combined
power plants and district cooling,”
hesaid.

There are abundant opportunities
due to low penetration levels.
“Saudi and UAE have made ad-
vancements, but Omanisstill at a

Source: Timesof Oman - June 23, 2009
nascent stage.”

K SIndustry isinvolved in power
plants and oil and gas business. In
the GCCit catersto clientsfrom the
non-steel plant sector. “We have
just started business relations with
Oman and arein talkswith afew pro-
spectiveclients,” said Yang. In the
medium or long term the company
plans to set up a manufacturing unit
inthe country with 10 per cent
Omanisation at the site. “Wewill ex-
ecute the project with our Korean
district cooling company and local
companiesjoint venture model,”
said Yang. The company plansto
serve Qatar, UAE and Jordan, which
isbigmarket for district cooling.

Digtrict cooling isfast emerging as
themost practical cooling solution
intheMiddle East. Governmentsare
adopting it as a cheaper and greener
alternativeto air conditioning.

“This solution can not only mitigate
the power crisisin the GCC coun-
tries but also help reduce carbon
footprints through increased energy

efficiency and lower CO2 emis-
sions,” said arecent report from
Frost & Sullivan.

Thereport also findsthat the market
had revenues of $580.0 millionin
2008 and estimatesthisto reach $2
billionin 2013 at acompound annual
growth rate of 28 per cent. With
greater involvement of the govern-
ment, the market is expected to be-
come more organised, popul ated,
and competitive.

District cooling is a cost effective
and eco friendly method. It is about
two to three times cost effective
compared with the traditional sys-
tem. The cost of setting up asys-
temisabout $200-300 million. “More
emphasis should be given to the
economics of district cooling for an
end user. Only monetary benefits
can give ahigh growth than envi-
ronmental benefits,” said thereport.
A district cooling system distributes
thermal energy intheform of chilled
water from acentral unit to multiple
buildings through a network of un-
derground pipes.

Al Madina A’Zarga explores hospital venture

Pof Dr Elke Jager, head of an on-
cology clinicin Germany, visited
the office and project site of Al
MadinaA’ Zargarecently. Thevisit
aimsto open the doors of Oman to
the German health specialists. Al
MadinaA’ Zargaand the Ministry of
Health areworking hand in hand to
bring the best medical facilitiesto
Oman.

“My visit to Oman madeit clear that
facilitiesare desired and needed in
thefield of medical oncology, cancer
immunotherapy and palliative care
medicine. | am very impressed with
theplansthat Al MadinaA' Zarga
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hasin placeregarding the
healthcare industry with the goal to
becomeamedical destination
specialising in areasthat will en-
hance the options for up-to-date
and individualised diagnostics and
treatmentsfor cancer patientsin
Middle East,” said Professor Jager.

In parallel, discussionsare under
way for the establishment of the
first healthcare unitin Al Madina
A’ Zarga with focus on cancer pre-
vention and treatment. Al Madina
A’ Zarga has organised, with the
largest oncology clinicin Germany,
aseminar on new strategies of can-

cer therapy and prevention that
took place at Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity with the participation of high-
level dignitariesfrom the medical re-
search sector. Medical tourismwill
increase the number of visitorsfrom
the region and abroad to the new
city and Oman.

“It gives us great pleasure to wel-
come representativeslike Prof J2ger
toOmanandto Al MadinaA' Zarga.
Theseinternational affiliationswill
allow usto open our doors to more
opportunities to give the best ser-
vice, facilitiesand amenitiesto both
our residentsand to Oman asa



whole,” said Richard PRussdll,
Managing Director and CEO, Blue
City Company 1.

“Medica oncology is only one of
the many specialisations that we
have planned forin Al Madina

A’ Zarga. Further, Medicineand
Healthcareisone of the six drivers

guiding usin our mission and vision
in creating thiswhole new city and
the other driversinclude Sportsand
Wellness, Tourism, Entertainment,
Education and Trade.

Itisour goal to equip the city with
state of the art medical facilities, al-
wayskeeping in mind thewell being

of our residents, Oman nationals
and the neighbouring countries.”
Medicine and healthcare cluster in
the new city will be pertinent to the
city’ sintegrated sectors and will
support the strategy of the MoH to
provide high international standards
of patient care; both for Oman and
neighbouring countries.

Al Ansari in JV with Proscape
for landscaping business

| Ansari Trading EnterpriseLLC

entered into ajoint venture
with UAE-based Proscape LLC.
Proscape is one of the leading land-
scaping companiesintheregion
and the new company under the
joint venture has been named
Proscape Al Ansari LLC. Thejoint
venture agreement was signed re-
cently by Ahmad Abdul Rahlim
Anoohi, Chairman, Proscape LLC
and Mohammed Ali Juma, Chairman,
Al Ansari at afunction heldin Mus-
cat. The new venturewill enable
both the partners to foray into new
avenues of the landscaping busi-
ness.

“Proscape Al Ansari will servethe
growing landscaping market of the
Sultanate with high quality projects
and services. The new company will
leverage on the extensive industry
experience of ProscapeLLC, along
with the strong footing of the Al
Ansari group,” said Ahmad. An-
nouncing the launch of the new
company at a press conference here,
Proscape chairman said: “ Thejoint
venture is a new opportunity for
Proscape to expand its service into
the devel oping economy of Oman.

Thisisour expression of confidence
inthe Middle East economy. It will
also consolidate our status as a
leading regional player in theland-
scaping industry. The new venture
will meet theindustry’ srequire-
mentsin Oman. Our partnership
with an esteemed business con-

Source: Oman Observ er - June 15, 2009

glomeratein Omanwill help usex-
pand Proscape’ s reach beyond the
region.”

Commenting on thetiming of the
launch of anew company Ahmad
said: “Recession or no recession,
expansionin Oman had aways been
in our mind and thereis no denying
the fact that Omani economy isdo-
ing well eveninthetime of global
financial crisis.” Statisticsshow a
steady growth in the landscaping
industry of the region, despite glo-
bal setbacks in the property sector.
Itis concluded that thisis aresult of
theregiona governments' initiatives
for ‘ greener surroundings'. It has
also been observed that afew glo-
bal players have already forayed
into the Middle East’ s landscaping
industry recently.

In astatement Mohammed Ali Juma
said: “We, as aleading business
conglomeratein the Sultanate, have
identified an immense scope of land-
scaping opportunities in the coun-
try. The new joint ventureis
launched to tap the potential land-
scape and golf course market in
Oman and becomethe market leader
in Oman’ slandscaping industry.”

Kiran Asher, Managing Director of
Al Ansari Group of Companiesas-
sured that the joint venture means
more greenery in the Sultanate.
“Omanisdifferent from other GCC
countriesin terms of landscaping
and greenery. Oman has potential

and we have the expertise. With this
joint venture we arelooking forward
to making Oman’ slandscape more
beautiful and green.”

Yusuf Nalwalla, Al Ansari’ sJoint
Managing Director said: “Landscap-
ing isgenerally misunderstood with
greenery only. Under the hard land-
scaping we have many projectsto
build swimming pools and sports
fields. We are a so equipped to de-
velop golf course and irrigation sys-
tem.” “ Al Ansari hasenteredinto
thisjoint venture with very specific
strategic intentions. It isfelt that
Oman ispoised for growth in tour-
ism and other infrastructural devel-
opment. Currently, thereisavacuum
for high quality landscape compa-
nies that can cater to innovative
hard landscape, golf courses and
soft landscaping for large areas, un-
der one roof, using modern tech-
niques and good engineering prac-
tices.”

Earlier, Sayed Muhammed Rizwi, Ex-
ecutive Director of Al Ansari said,
“The new venture will enable both
the industry expertsto foray into
new avenues of landscaping busi-
ness in the Sultanate. Our study
confirms that landscaping business
inthe Middle East and Omanin par-
ticular has shown steady growth de-
spite of global slowdown.” Through
our new venture we hope to de-
velop more greenery and make our
surroundings more beautiful, he
said.
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New Towell Building Materials store

owel| Building Materials, one of

the leading suppliers of build-
ing materialsin Oman, opened anew
store, bringing together all the best
building materialsand some of the
world' s biggest names under one
roof. The tastefully done showroom
showcases a wide range of high
quality luxury building materia. The
top management of Towell Group
was present on the occasion.

Located in Wadi Kabir, thisstoreis
based on a one-stop-shop concept,
where from bathroom fittingstoiron
mongery and switchesareall avail-
able at the same place. Stepping
away from storeswhich are dedi-
cated to one singlekind of material,
Towell Building Materialsislooking
to make choosing the perfect fit
easier for everyone beit a contrac-
tor, consultant, builder or customer.
Diverse product categories give the

Source: Timesof Oman - June 13, 2009

option of mixing, matching and cre-
ative experimentation which iswhat
the company is striving to promote.

All thebig brandslike Twyford, Ro-
man Dietsche, Grohe, Lockwood
(AssaAbloy), CeramicaAlcora,
ApavisaPorcelanico, Sffeco,

Franke, and ABB are here, with their
assurance of world class quality and
choice.

The biggest range will be seenin
the bathroom products, afast grow-
ing and ever dynamic category.
From shower enclosures, accesso-
ries and hand dryersto sinks and
wiring accessories, it will openup a
whole new world of choicesand
concepts which will suit al budgets
and cater to different ideas. Design
sensibilities of cosmopolitan, au-
thentic or contemporary are easily
found, with possibilities that can be

mixed and matched, you will be sure
to find and make possible the de-
sign you dream of.

Apavisa collections are noble and
versatilewith excellent technical
characteristic(high bending resis-
tance, full body porcelain, water ab-
sorption and zero maintenance.

L ockwood thisiconic brand pro-
vides awiderange of locking solu-
tionsto residential housing, com-
mercial building and industrial appli-
cation markets. ABB section serves
customers with energy efficient and
reliable productsto improve cus-
tomers' productivity, including
drives, motors and generators, low
voltage products, instrumentation
and analytical and power electron-
ics. Thedivision aso hasfire equip-
ment and systems (SFFECO), which
is considered the pioneersin their
field and operates on aglobal level.

Al Madina A’Zarga’s inks three deals
with Anantara Hotels

lue City Company 1 (BCC1), the

company in charge of the deliv-
ery of phase one of Al Madina
A’ Zarga, strengthened its hotel rela-
tionship with AnantaraHotels, Re-
sorts & Spas, part of the Minor Ho-
tel Group, oneof Asia sleading ho-
tel ownersand operators. BCC1 and
Minor Hotel Group inked three
agreementsfollowing the MoU
signing last year.

Recognised as one of the leadersin
luxury hospitality, Anantarahas
signed atechnical servicesand pre-
opening assistance agreement, ali-
censes and royalty agreement and a
management agreement with BCC1.

Under these agreements, Anantara

will be operating and managing the
first beachfront hotel in Phase 1 of
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Al MadinaA’' Zarga, under the name
AnantaraAl MadinaA’ Zarqa Resort
& Spa, Oman.

“We are very pleased to have an
even stronger relationship with Al
MadinaA Zarga. It isalwaysour
goal to bring colourful, indigenous
experiences to our guests with the
highest quality of servicesand fa
cilities, and partnering with BCC1
will ensurethat werealisethisgoal,”
commented Michel van der Hoeven,
senior vice-president — develop-
ment, Minor Hotel Group.

AnantaraAl MadinaA’ Zarqa Resort
& Spaisthefirst of the 20 hotelsto
be constructed in Al Madina

A’ Zarga. Consisting of 122 keys, the
resort will aimto bring theinflu-
ences of Omani culture and heritage

into a stunning new setting. The
five-star Anantara Spawill beinop-
eration in the resort with afusion of
locally inspired and Asianinflu-
enced services and treatments.

Supported by world-class dining
options, the beach-front resort will
provide aunique blend of ambiance
and exclusivity.

“At Al MadinaA' Zarga, comfortable
living isalwaysour priority for our
residents and visitors. As such,
having Anantarain the new city
proves our commitment to giving
our investors the best.

The new city will be atop destina-
tionin Oman and it is supporting
thediversification of the Oman
economy from fossil fuel to tour-



ism,” said Roger Kacou, vice-presi-
dent for Hotel and Leisure, Blue City
Company 1.

Anantara Hotels, Resorts & Spasis
acollection of five-star luxury and
boutique resorts and spas, provid-
ing animmersioninto the culture,
history and unique natural settings
of itslocations. Anantarahas re-
ceived many accolades for its grow-

ing portfolio of luxury resorts,
stretching from Thailand, to Bali, the
Maldivesand the UAE, including
two new resorts named in both the
CondéNast UK and US‘Hot Lists
for 2000.

Tagged asthe New City of Oman, Al
MadinaA Zargaisa32 km2 devel-
opment a60-minute drivefrom Mus-
cat. It runsalong 16km of coastline

and it will have 20 hotelswith more
than 4,000 keysin total. On comple-
tion, the city will be hometo over
200,000 residentsincluding 10,000
students. Al Madina A’ Zarga offers
all facilitiesand amenities onewould
want and need in athriving metro-
polis. Construction of AnantaraAl
MadinaA' ZarqaResort & Spais
well underway and is expec-ted for
completion by theend of 2010.

Al Madina launches new project

| MadinaReal Estate Co.,

endeavours through its differ-
ent projects, to add significant
achievementsin urban devel opment
sector, in harmony with therequire-
ments of tourism, entertainment and
services. It seeks to provide a hous-
ing environment with privacy and
luxury.

After the significant success of Tilal
Al Khuwair project, Al MadinaReal
Estateislaunching the Shadin Al
Hail project for Shadin Devel opment
Co. Thecolourful nature of Oman
hasinspired the designers to think
of Shadin Project whichisasymbol
of genuine beauty, asit meansthe
small gazelle. The project providesa

Source: Timesof Oman - May 28, 2009

housing oasis with wonderful de-
sign, serenity, water, and nature’ s
colours.

The project occupies an area of
20,000sgm paralldl to Sultan Qaboos
Street, at the centre of Al Hail and
near Muscat I nternational Airport. It
consists of shopping area, hotel
apartment, entertainment facilities
and health club, aswell astheluxu-
rious housing units. The building
area of the project isabout 110sgm
with eight floors. The project cost is
expected to reach RO30 million.

The project will be executedin three
phases and is expected to be com-
pletedin 2012.

Therecessionin the building market
has been beneficial for cutting down
theunits' pricesand offer innova
tive solutions through an easy pay-
ment plan. The advance sum starts
from aslow as 10 per cent and the
payment period extendsto five
years. Cash paymentswill guarantee
the buyer, a discount of 20 per cent.

The second option guarantees a
discount of 15 per cent. Such op-
tions are formulated to encourage
the young investors who are look-
ing for owning suitable housing
units.The developers of this project
are committed to high quality and
implementing theinternational stan-
dards, aswell asthemoral values.

Oriental Ready-Mix launches operations

he Oriental Group’ snewest

offshort, Oriental Ready-Mix
Company LLC, hascommenced pro-
duction of ready mix concrete using
ahigh quality mixing unit manufac-
tured by Liebherr. The German-made
plant’ s4cbm pan mixer with double
agitator, along with the company’s
fleet of transit mixer trucks enables
therapid delivery of high quality
concrete to customer sites. Special
pumps are deployed to pump the
concrete to different heights.

The plant has a so been provided
with awater chiller and ice plant

Source: Oman Observer - May 25, 2009

system that providesthe mixerswith
iced water. Inaddition, itis
equipped with awater recycling
system to minimisewater consump-
tion. Associated companies of the
Oriental Group are: Oriental Interna-
tional Company; Oriental Crusher
Company LLC; Oriental Building
Materia IndustriesLLC; Oriental
Kerbstones IndustriesLL C; and Ori-
ental Insulated Blocks Company
LLC

Over thelast 34 years, the Oriental
Group hasgrown into awell-diversi-
fied building and construction mate-

rials manufacturer and supplier. Its
product range includes sand, aggre-
gate, different types of blocks (solid
and hollow), pavers, kerbsand
ready-mix concrete— productsthat
have contributed to the construc-
tion of highways, bridges, roads,
government and utility buildings,
residential homesand other civil in-
frastructure. The Group was aso
granted the prestigious | SO-9001-
2000 certification, reflecting itscom-
mitment to maintaining quality stan-
dards.

Further in recognition of itscontri-

MARKET REPORT 57



bution to various government, pri-
vate and societal programmes and
initiatives, the Group has been
honoured with anumber of awards,
prizes, medalsand certificates—

both from government and private
bodies. It has aso received citations
for itscommitment to environmental
safety. Thetop management of Ori-
ental Group of Companiescom-

prises Eng Mohammed Awadh Ali &
Ajmi, Chairman; Eng Ali Mohammed
Awadh a Ajmi, ViceChairman; and
Eng Khaldoun Faisal a Hussayni,
General Manager.

Work on new Sohar Airport starts soon

ngstructi onwork onanew air-
rt at Sohar will commence
shortly following the award of akey
contract for the first phase devel op-
ment of this prestigiousinfrastruc-

ture project.

Strabag Oman LLC, awdl-known
civil construction firm, has been se-
lected by the government to under-
take the Phase 1 civil works package
of the airport project at acost of RO
37.5million. Thiscontract will pave
theway for the phased implementa-
tion of airfield infrastructurefacili-
tiesand a passenger terminal suit-
ably designed and equipped to re-
flect Sohar’ sgrowing importance as
aninternational-classindustrial and
economic hub.

Significantly, the new airport will
serve both Sohar and the wider
Batinah region, whichin recent
years has attracted industrial, com-
mercial and infrastructureinvest-
ment in excess of $15 hillion. Be-
sides creating a new gateway for
passenger, cargo and courier traffic
in northern Oman, the Sohar Airport
will also serve as adomestic and
emergency aternative to Muscat In-
ternational Airport. Together with
plansfor arailway lineand anew
superhighway, the new airport will
add to amodern multimodal commu-
nications network that will fuel fur-
ther economic growth in the Batinah
region.

Sohar Airport will comeupona
sprawling sitejust off Falaj a Qabail
roundabout, about 10 kilometres
northwest of downtown Sohar city.
Itsrelative proximity to the major
commercial, industrial and economic
centres of Sohar, notably the Port of
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Sohar, Sohar Specia Economic Zone
and theindustrial estate, is seen as
particularly advantageous. Many of
the features of the new Sohar airport
project attest to its international -
classdesign. Theentire complex will
be designed to IATA Class-A stan-
dards, aswell asthe recommenda-
tions and standards of the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO). Development of thefacility
is envisaged in three distinct con-
tract packages.

Thefirst package, since awarded to
Strabag Oman, coverssite prepara-
tion works and the construction of
access roads, among other services.
The second package, currently un-
der tender, involves the construc-
tion of airsidefacilities, including
therunway, taxiway, fuel andfire
fighting systems, and navigation
aids. The passenger and cargo ter-
minal, aswell asassociated build-
ings, will be constructed as part of
thethird package of works. With a
runway four kilometerslong com-
plete with turning loops at the ends,
theairport will be equipped to ac-
commodate and support aircraft as
largeasthe Airbus A380
Superjumbo, whichistheworld's
biggest passenger aircraft.

A full-length parallel taxiway with
high speed exitsis also planned,
along with aterminal building apron
and cargo apron. The state-of-the-
art terminal buildingswill bede-
signed for a capacity of around
500,000 passengersinitialy, aswell
asaround 100,000 tonnesof air
cargo per year. A key component of
Strabag Oman’ scontract isto carry
out mass grading works necessary
to prepare the site for the construc-

tion of the runway, taxiway, runway
exits, apronsand buildings. A stag-
gering 8 million cubic metres of
earthwork will have to be under-
taken in an effort to suitably level
the undulating terrain that covers
the project area.

In addition, the contractor will also
build severa kilometres of access
roads, security fencing, electrical
works, and other utility infrastruc-
ture such as potable water network,
irrigation network, firefighting net-
work and storm draining system,
among other facilities. A 14-month
timeframe has been stipulated for
the completion of thisfirst phase
package. Egypt-based engineering
consultancy group Hamza A ssoci-
ates is the design consultant for the
Sohar Airport project. Hamza A sso-
ciates is supported by US based en-
gineering, architecture and planning
specidists Robert & Company and
Burgess and Niplein the design of
thefacility.

Significantly, the Sohar projectis
one of six regional airportsbeing
implemented by the Ministry of
Transport and Communications
(MoTC) aspart of an ambitious ef-
fort to scaleup Oman’ saviationin-
frastructure. Regiona airportsare
under various stages of design and
development at Rasal Hadd, Dugm,
Adam, Haimaand Shaleem. Devel-
opment of these domestic airportsis
envisaged in conjunction with multi-
billion-dollar plansfor the
modernisation and expansion of the
Muscat and Salalah international
airports, thefirst phase of which
was tendered out recently to a
Greek-Turkish joint venture at acost
of RO450 million.



Oman’s cement sector outperforms GCC trends

he GCC cement sector, after wit-

nessing a catastrophic down-
turnin 4Q 2008, ended thefirst quar-
ter of 2009 on a positive note, ac-
cording to the Kuwait-based think-
tank Global Investment House.

Net incomefor the 1Q-2009 ended
with aprofit of $351 million ascom-
pared to aloss of $42 millioninthe
4Q-2008. However on ay-0-y com-
parison thefirst quarter profitswere
down 43 per cent. The g-o-qrise
was because of improved perfor-
mance by the equity marketsand re-
viva of confidenceinthe building
and construction markets. But the
tables have turned, and as expected,
profits are emerging despite the eco-
nomic slowdown, Global said.

Onag-o0-qg basis, Oman emerged out
to be the best performer at 356 per
cent followed by Qatar at 73 per
cent and Saudi Arabiaat 39 per cent.
Whilethe UAE emerged out of
heavy losses and ended the first
guarter with aprofit, Kuwait has
been the only country witnessing a
declinein profit mainly duetothe
continued declinein their equity
markets. On ay-o-y basis, Qatar wit-
nessed the least drop in profitsat 11
per cent followed by Saudi Arabia
and Oman at 19 per cent and 21 per
cent respectively. The UAE wit-
nessed adecline in profits by 73 per
cent while Kuwait reported a 147 per

Source: Oman Observer - May 20, 2009

cent drop.

Onanindividual level during g-o-q
basis, the star performer was Raysut
Cement which witnessed aprofit
growth of 706 per cent followed by
Tabuk Cement and Sharjah Cement
whose profit rose by 278 per cent
and 179 per cent respectively. The
company which witnessed the big-
gest declinewas Gulf Cement at 94
per cent followed by Arkan Building
Materialsand Umm Al Qaiwain Ce-
ment Company at 80 per cent and 79
per cent respectively. On ay-o0-y ba
sis, Kuwait Portland Cement re-
corded an impressive performance
with aprofit growth of 474 per cent
followed by RAK Cement and
Union Cement at 187 per cent and 94
per cent respectively.

Declinerswereled by Arkan Build-
ingMaterial, Hilal Cement and Ku-
wait Cement Co. at 630 per cent, 205
per cent and 157 per cent respec-
tively. With the correction in the eg-
uity and real estate markets continu-
ing and liquidity constraintsin-
creasing, project announcements
whichrosetoas$2.68trillionin
April 2009 declined to $2.2trillionin
May 2009. A significant declinein
the projects announcement came
from the UAE whosetotal size went
down to $960 billion from $1.32 tril -
lionin April 2009. Oman witnessed
the second largest declinein project

Oman Cement to produce

man Cement will begin produc-
tion of Pozzolana, anew vari-
ety of cement, next week.

The company istargeting produc-
tion of 20,000 tonnes of Pozzolanain
the first stage of production this
year, at 1,000 tonnes aweek. Capac-
ity will beincreased later in accor-
dancewith demand.

Source: Oman Tribune- May 14, 2009

Thelaunch of the new cement gains
importance with the boominthe
Sultanate' s construction sector. The
new cement, which will be sold for
RO1.7 abag, isconsidered to be
among the best cement productsin
theworld.

Modern pozzolanic cementsarea
mix of natural or industrial pozzolans

announcementsto $96 billion from
$110billion.

Although it is being heard that the
work on different projectsin Saudi
Arabiaand Qatar isgoing on at a
brisk pace, the overall project an-
nouncements in these countries
went down by 9 per cent and 4 per
cent to $586 hillion and $209 billion
respectively. On the conservative
basis of demand forecast, if 50 per
cent of these projects amounting to
$1.1trillion moveforward and if 40
per cent of them account for build-
ing and construction related
projects, then the sector is expected
to witness a cement demand of
close to 90mtpaon an average dur-
ing 2009-15.

“As per our discussions with vari-
ous companies and other industry
sources, the sector will be expand-
ing its capacity to 92mtpaby 2009
and 112mtpaby 2011. Hencethe
sector would be facing a surplus of
cement in the coming yearsif the
projects implementation does not
increase,” Global said. “Webdieve
that the construction activity has
revived in most of the countries
within the GCC aswewitnessed in
the month of March that Saudi
Arabiareported amonthly deficitin
the demand and supply and was
ableto shrug off some of its previ-
oudly piled up inventories.

Pozzolana

and Portland cement. In additionto
underwater use, the high alkalinity
of Pozzolanamakesit especialy re-
sistant to corrosion from sulfates,

and itslower porosity also makesit
more resistant to water absorption.

Oman Cement produces 7,000 bags

of cement daily, catering to the
needs of the construction sector.
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Alirport expansion work to start soon:
Turkish-Greek venture

AV-CCC, aconsortiumof TAV

Construction, aleading Turkish
construction company, and Athens-
based Consolidated Contractors Co
(CCC), haswon an RO450 million
($1.17 billion) contract of the Mus-
cat International Airport expansion
project.

Oncetheproject iscomplete, theair-
port will have abrand new terminal
building, 32 air bridges, two run-
ways, anew cargo terminal and
6,000 parking spaces. The contract
will take about 32 monthsto com-
plete. Theairport, formerly known
as Seeb International, currently
handles 4.5 million passengersa
year. Thefirst phase of the expan-
sion project will alow for 12 million
passengers and 200,000 tonnes of
consignmentsayear. The new termi-
nal building will have anet floor

Source: Timesof Oman - May 13, 2009

areaof 240,000 square metres. "We
have won the contract as ajoint
venturewith TAV (Turkey),” said
Zahi Saba, asenior CCC official
here, yesterday. "The contract
should be announced by the Omani
authorities concerned within the
next few weeks and work should
start thereafter," he said.

Bahwan Engineering Company has
won a sub-contract from this ven-
tureto thetune of RO90 million, he
added.

TAYV Constructionisacompany,
which specialises in the construc-
tion of airports, passenger terminals
besides structures and buildings re-
quiring high degree of engineering.
It has undertaken several projectsin
theregion. Other firmsprequalified
for the contract included France's

Vinci, India'sLarsen & Toubro and
local firm Galfar Engineering Co.

The project will result in Muscat In-
ternational Airport becoming one of
theworld'smost ultramodern air-
ports. Expansion works are planned
in four stages ultimately boosting
its capacity to 48 million passengers
by 2050. Itisoneof thelargestin-
frastructure projects to be under-
taken by the government in terms of
valueand size.

The number of arrival and departure
passengers through Muscat Inter-
national Airport, excluding transfer
and transit passengers, hasin-
creased by 9 per cent by the end of
February 2009 to 537,240 passen-
gerscompared to 493,268 passen-
gersduring the same period of the
year 2008.

RO450m awarded for Muscat, Salalah airports

he Tender Board has awarded

RO450 millionfor thecivil works
for the first phase of Muscat Inter-
national Airportand Salalah Airport
development.

Thefirst phase of the Muscat Inter-
national Airport project will begin
soon, which shall seeinnovationsin
anumber of areas such as hotdls,
restaurants, departure halls, waiting
hallsand vehiclesto taketravellers
fromandto theflights.

The new airport will have abrand
new terminal building, 32 air bridges,
two runways, anew cargo terminal,
parking spacesfor 6,000 vehicles
and much more. New roads, parking
places, anew administrative build-
ing for Royal Navy are also part of
the first phase of the expansion.

It also includes anew building with
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advanced facilitieswhich can ac-
commodate 12 million travellersan-
nually. With the compl etion of the
remaining phases of the project, the
airport can accommodate 48 million
passengers, HE Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Sakhr Al Amri, Undersecretary
for Civil Aviation Affairsat theMin-
istry of Transport and Communica
tion, said.

The new termina building will have
anet floor areaof 240,000sg.m. The
existing runway will be upgraded
and supplemented with anew run-
way. It will be ableto takethe
world’slargest passenger plane, the
Airbus 380.

Thebuilding isrelatively largefor
an airport with that capacity be-
cause theintention isto provide a
high standard of comfort in theter-
minal. In addition, Muscat isgoing

tobeabigtransit airport, and extra
space is needed to guide the many
transit passengers through the ter-
minal with ease.

The project, reports say, includes
some 70 buildings apart from the ter-
minal, including a90-metre-high
control tower and an Air Traffic
Management Centre.

Asfor the Salalah International Air-
port, he said, the new building with
advanced facilitiesto comeup inthe
first phase of expansion can accom-
modate two million travellersannu-
ally. With the completion of there-
maining phases, the airport can ac-
commodate 10 million passengers
annualy.

The government also plans to con-
struct airportsin Sohar, Dugum,
Raas Al Hadd, Adam & other places.



Tenders

he Tender Board yesterday held

itsfifth meeting of theyear, and
thefollowing tendersworth RO597,
985,575 were awarded by the board:

Civil worksfor the Muscat Interna-
tional Airport (first phase of the
Muscat I nternational Airport and
Salalah airport devel opment)
RO450,000,000.

Construction of roads as part of the
Al Dugum master plan
(RO40,501,516); construction of
Sohar airportinthe Al Batinah re-
gion (first phase) RO37,544,193.

Sweeping and transporting the soil
and reclaiming land for the Muscat
International Airport (aspart of
Muscat International and Salalah
airports development project)
R018,250,000. Improvement and re-
inforcement of Muscat International
Airport soil (aspart of Muscat Inter-
national and Salalah airports devel-
opment project RO15,960,000.

Maijid Al

gjid Al Futtaim Group, the

leading retail and leisure pio-
neer inthe Greater Middle East, has
announced itsthird City Centre
project in Oman. The mixed-use
community of shops, entertainment
and hotelswill be located in the
Sultanate’ s second largest city,
Sohar, and is due to open its doors
inthelast quarter of 2011.

Sohar City Centrejoinsthe Group’s
very successful Muscat City Centre
and the recently opened Qurum City
Centre shopping mallsin the capital.
Sohar City Centrewill feature anew
Magic Planet for family fun and en-
tertainment, great shopping, with
over a hundred stores, afood court
with tastes from around the world

worth RO598m awarded

Source: Timesof Oman - May 12, 2009

Construction of court complex
building in Muscat RO12,407,729.
Additional worksfor the construc-
tion of water discharge channelsfor
wadis and paving of side roads of
Muscat I nternational Airport
RO10471,274.

Civicworksfor the expressferries
harbour at Mina Shinas RO8,084,
123. Civicworksfor the expressfer-
riesharbour at Khasab RO1,284,632.

Paving of internal roadsat Tawi Said
areainthewilayat of Wadi Bani Bu
Khalid RO550,000; preparatory
works for the construction of na-
tional museum RO391,131.

The Tender Board also discussed
tender no. 288/2008 regarding the
construction of Al Dugqum water
supply network, tender No. 49/2009
to render consultancy and supervi-
sory services for the rehabilitation
of Izki/Fargand Marfa /Felg Daris/
Al Ghafat road.

The board also discussed tender no.
58/2009 to design and supervise
consultancy services for the con-
struction of the Muscat Interna-
tional and Salalah airports catering
building, tender no. 82/2009 regard-
ing consultancy and supervisory
services for the construction of Al
Duqumairport.

The board further discused tender
no. 92/2009 for the construction of
metallurgical laboratory at the Ghala
Industrial Estate.

It also had discussion on tender no.
93/2009 for the construction of 13
housing unitsand public utilitiesin
thevillage of Saih Al Abyadinthe
wilayat of Buhlain the Dakhiliyah
region, tender no. 94/2009 for the
renovation of concrete facilities of
Oman Oil Refinery (phase 9 and the
anti-fire surfaceno.l). Theboard
also approved issuance of a number
of orders regarding the ongoing
projects.

Futtaim Group announces
Sohar City Centre project

Source: Oman Observer - April 28, 2009

and even two hotels— Ibis and
Novotd. The City Centrewill also
introduce Carrefour, theworld’ s sec-
ond largest retailer, to Sohar. Sohar
City Centrewill facethemain UAE
to Muscat highway, just 500 metres
from the main Sallan roundabout
leading to the residential and com-
mercial areas of the city and the port
of Sohar.

Shahram Shamsaee, Senior Vice-
President, Shopping Mallsat Mgjid
Al Futtaim Properties, saysthat the
new City Centrewill introduce a
uniqueretail experiencefor Sohar
residents and visitors from the
neighbouring districts. “Oman has
seen real growth in the past few
years and Sohar has risen in popu-

larity aswell aspopulation. Thetim-
ing for the City Centreis perfect,”
hesaid. “ The Sohar Industrial Port
isthe fastest growing industrial hub
intheregionandit’ sattracting a
large number of investors.

This new development is part of our
overall strategy and plan to expand
our very successful City Centre
franchisein theregion. Our shop-
ping malls are designed for custom-
ers needs; we approach every detall
of our projects with the consumer in
mind.” The Centreisbeing designed
by architects Broadway Malyan and
Atkinsand will feature acontempo-
rary design embellished with local
Omani characteristicsto create a
quality and welcoming ambience.
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Muriya Home Design
Showroom to open soon

uriyaTourism Development

Company has announced the
upcoming opening of ‘MuriyaHome
Design Showroom’ on April 20,
keeping with the commitment to pro-
vide‘Jebel Sifah’ and ‘ Sdalah
Beach’ clientswith the highest level
of after sales service. The new
showroomwhichwill belocatedin
the Shatti Al Qurum area, closeto
the company’ shead office, will give
customers an opportunity to view
the high quality of selected home
finishing options and wide range of
available upgrading options.

A vast selection of upgrades for in-
terior, exterior and landscaping de-
signsareavailablewith materias
sourced from Germany, Italy, France,
Spain and various other countries.
Themain focusisto provide cus-
tomers with personalised options

Source: Oman Observer - April 19, 2009

thereby creating the ideal home
based on each client’ s unique pref-
erences. The department will also
have contacts with numerous Inte-
rior design expertswho arefamiliar
with the latest trends across the
world, and areavailableto assist in
thisfieldif required.

Customers can benefit from thein-
house design team who are able to
advise on exclusive landscaping op-
tionsincluding swimming pools,
barbeque areas, outdoor showers,
paving...etc. Thedepartment is ad-
ditionally equipped to provide land-
scape maintenance if requested.
“Muriyawill not compromiseon
quality. We have sourced renowned
international brandsfor home finish-
ing providing customerswith the
best quality. Customers are becom-
ing more aware of quality brands

and their expectationswill be ex-
ceeded when clientsreceive their
quality homesfrom Muriya,” said
Sherine Metry, After SalesEngineer-
ing Manager.

With final touches being made to
the upcoming showroom, Muriya
customers can expect an offering
from the best selection of home fur-
nishingsfor their prime properties.
Established in March 2006, Muriya
Tourism Development Company isa
joint venture between Egypt’sre-
nowned Orascom Hotelsand Devel -
opment with astake of 70 per cent
and 30 per cent with the Omani gov-
ernment, represented by Omran.
Muriyaisaleading developer in-
vesting in four major projects,
namely Salalah Beach, Jebel Sifah,
‘City Walk’ in Muscat and aBou-
tiqueHotel on* Al Sodah Island’.

Agreement signed for RO27-million
Shaden Al Hail project

aden Devel opment Company
d Adhi Oman Construction
Company on Thursday signed an
agreement for the construction of
the newly launched Shaden Al Hail,
amixed use development project in
Al Hail.

The agreement was signed by
Shaden Development Company
Chairman Eng. KhamisBin Mubarak
Al Kiyumi and Adhi Oman Company
Chairman Bambang Subetr at Mus-
cat InterContinental Hotel.

TheRO27-million Shaden Hail de-
velopment project, which is sched-
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uled for completionin 2011, will in-
cludeluxury residential units, retail
outlets and serviced apartments.

The project isone of Al Madina
Real Estate Company’ sresidential
and commercial developmentsand
islocated at Al Hail, north of Mus-
cat International Airport, adjacent to
the Sultan Qaboos Highway.

Shaden Al Hail iswithin close prox-
imity of major developments such as
the The Wave Muscat, Muscat City
Center and Markaz Al Bahja.

Al Kiyumi said the target segments
for theresidential unitsarethe high-

end customers. And the price of the
residential unit will beginfrom
RO40,000.

Eng. Abdul Rahman Barham, CEO,
Al MadinaReal Estate Company,
said the project will have around 450
residential units constructed in
three-phases. Construction will
commence shortly, he said.

Adhi Oman Contracting Company is
an affiliate of IndonesiaAdhi Kariya
International and isalready themain
contractor for Tilal Complex, one of
thelargest mixed-use devel opments
inthe Sultanate.



Al Madina A'Zarga appoints
golf course designer

lue City Company 1 (BCC1), the

real estate devel opment com-
pany tasked to deliver Phase 1 of Al
Madina A'Zarga, has announced the
appointment of world renowned
Thomson Perrett & Lobb to design
theinitial golf courseto be con-
structed at the project.

Aspart of Phase 1, BCC1 will de-
velop an 18-hole PGA standard
course consisting of two par threes,
two par fives and five par fours per
nine. Adjacent to the course will be
agated golf community, aclub
house, restaurants and other ancil-
lary amenitiesto compliment the
varied styles of high quality resi-
dences and hotels to be con-
structed. The balanced development
will be situated in anatural environ-
ment of expansive viewsand exten-
sive open space.

Richard Russell, Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer of BCC1,
said: "Wewish to create dream
coursefor thegolfersof al skill lev-
els and we are very pleased to be
working with such a prestigious and
globally recognised namelike
Thomson Perrett & Lobb. Thomson
Perrett & Lobb's course design ex-
pertisewill ensureaworld-classsig-
nature course that supports the vi-
sion of both Al MadinaA'Zargaand
Omanin creating aleading interna-
tional tourism destination.” "At Al
MadinaA'Zargawearebuilding a
new city; to ultimately become an
integral component of the continued
visionary economic development of
the Sultanate of Oman," Russell
added.

Source: Oman Observer - April 14, 2009

Thomson Perrett & Lobb will capit-
alise on the unique location of the
course, sitting as it does adjacent to
the Indian Ocean andthe Al Khor, in
the design. The surrounding proper-
ties and hotelswill have spectacular
viewsfromtheir elevated location
overlooking the golf course.

Founded by Peter Thomson, afive-
timewinner of the British Open and
Chairman of Thomson Perrett &

L obb, thisgolf architectural com-
pany is firmly established as one of
theworld'sleading course design-
ers, Thomson Perrett & Lobb has
designed golf courses extensively
throughout Australia, Europe,
Middle East and Asia. The company
designed the Open Course at
Moonah Links- Home of the 2003
AustraliaOpen, CaryaGolf Clubin
Turkey and Marriott Momi Bay in
Fiji. They are currently working on
projectsin Egypt, Turkey and the
UAE.

"Al MadinaA'Zargaisthe most ex-
citing and unique development in
Oman, if not the Middle East. We
areextremely impressed by the po-
tentia of the golf coursefor the city,
Oman and the Gulf. Itisvery appeal-
ing to be able to play apart in the
development of this pioneering
project, we can assure you, this golf
course will become the focus of at-
tention to theinternational golfers
of al levelswho knowswhat heis
looking for," said Tim Lobb, Princi-
pal, Thomson Perrett & Lobb. Infu-
ture phases the world class course
will be expanded to include an addi-
tional 18-hole course, a state-of-the-

art Golf Academy and equestrian fa-
cilities, al of whichwill bewelcome
additionsto Al MadinaA'Zarga's
uniqueleisure offerings.

Al MadinaA'Zargawill redically ex-
pand the tourism facilitiesin the Sul-
tanate of Oman and the City will be-
come aworld destination centering
its economic development on trade,
sports and wellness, medicine and
healthcare, education, entertainment
and tourism and hospitality. The
City will generatelarge scaleem-
ployment opportunitiesfor Omani
nationals, promotefreehold prop-
erty ownership for nationalsand ex-
patriates alike and serve asa hub for
leisure activitiesin the Sultanate.
Thomson Perrett & Lobb's, golf
course architects, origins date back
to 1965 when Peter Thomson,
formed the founding design practice
based in Melbourne, Australia

Sincethen, the company has ex-
panded and opened a further office
inBeijing and, in 2004, Tim Lobb
joined Peter Thomson and Ross
Perrett to head up TPL in London,
giving the business atruly global
reach. Together, Thomson Perrett &
L obb have morethan 75 years expe-
riencein creating international ly
recognised, integrated golfing facili-
tiesin more than 30 countriesworld-
wide. Theprincipalsareactively in-
volved in the business and the team
includes vibrant professionalswith
qudlificationsin golf architecture,
architecture, landscape architecture,
engineering and CAD. Current
projectsarein UAE, Oman, Egypt,
UK and Turkey.

$750m steel plant to begin production in 2010

ork on Shadid Iron and Steel
Company’ s$750-million stedl
plant at Sohar Industrial Portismore

Source: Timesof Oman - April 12,2009

than 90 per cent compl ete, accord-
ing to the company’ sfinancial direc-
tor Ali BinRashid Al Shihi.

Al Shihi told Oman Tribune on Sat-
urday that the magnetic iron pro-
duction unit with a production ca-
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pacity of 1.5 million toneswill begin
production in thefirst quarter of
2010, whiletheiron production unit
with acapacity of 1.1 million tones
will begin productionin 2011.

Built over an areaof 1,185,000sgm,
SISisthe Sultanate’ sfirst integrated
steel plant.

The project is conceived in three
phases. Phase-l comprises setting
up facilitiesfor production of 1.5
million tonnes of Hot Direct Re-
duced Iron (HDRI).

Thefacility, which hasaproduction

capacity of 1.1 million tonnes of
sted billets, will beinstalledin
Phase-11.

Conversion of billetsinto seamless
tube, sections and bars will be car-
ried out in Phase-111.

Al Shihi said iron orewould be sup-
plied to the domestic market aswell
asexported.

A group of Their Excellencies, busi-
nessmen, officialsand residentsin
thewilayats of Sohar and Liwi re-
cently visited the project site, which
is one of the most important invest-

ment projectsin Sohar industrial
port region.

Theareawill be expanded further for
doubling the production capacity,
Al Shihi said.

He said construction of units had
been delayed by amost a year due
tothe global financial crisisbut the
delay in commencing operations
had been due to external reasons.

However, it has now turned into an
advantage for the company, consid-
ering thedeclinein global ironand
steel prices, he added.

Construction of Al Madina A’Zarga
ongoing at full clip

ECO Development LLC, the

construction company respon-
siblefor delivering thefirst phase of
Al MadinaA’ Zarga, announced that
work on siteisinfull building con-
struction stage and isfirmly on
schedulefor delivery of itsinitial el-
ementsin 2010. “Al Madina
A Zargd sfirst phase siteis experi-
encing intense activity at this phase
of construction,” said Tamer Perk,
AECO’sProject Manager. “ Follow-
ing the completion of earthworks
and infrastructure components,
work is progressing at full speed on
the building construction.

A total of 9,000 people, including
staff and workers, will be eventually
onsite during the peak of construc-
tion, making surethat we meet the
schedule. To date, more than four
million man-hourswithout L ost
Timelnjury (LTI) have beenre-
corded. These milestones prove that
AECO iscommitted to strictly ob-
serving safety rules and preventing
accidents.”

These milestones clearly reveal that
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work isgoing on at a hectic pace.
Currently 1200 workersare dready
working multiple shiftsat the site
and that the project is on track to
delivery inthefourth quarter of 2010
AnantaraResort & Spaand Al

Na man community; thefirst hotel
and first apartments of Phase 1 of Al
MadinaA’ Zarga. According to
Tassos Naoum, Deputy Project
Manager, AECO Development LLC,
“These achievements are important
milestonesfor usasit isour commit-
ment to maintain high standards of
safety during construction. We
have already reached on the second
floors of construction and we are
very committed to on time comple-
tion.

At the same time we continue with
ground levelling works at the other
sections of Phase 1, on which very
soon we will also start building con-
struction.” Richard Russell, Manag-
ing Director and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Blue City Company 1 said,
“The health, safety and welfare of
our workforceisof paramount im-
portance to us and we are delighted

to be working with aworld-class
contractor who shares our valuesin
thisregard. The construction of our
new city is progressing quickly and
we are privileged to support the
government’ svision to provide a
catalyst for the diversification of the
country’ s economy from the fossil
fue sector.” Infact, many benefits
to the local economy have already
started to be realised.

Phase one of Al MadinaA' Zarqais
a2.2 square kilometre devel opment
comprising over 5,500 residences
(apartmentsand villas), threefive-
star hotels, astandard 18-hole golf
course, shopping and entertainment
centres along with other public
amenitiesandinfrastructure. Al
MadinaA Zargawill offer all thefa
cilitiesand amenities associated
with athriving city. AECO Develop-
ment LL C, the design and construc-
tion partnersfor Al Madina A’ Zarga
are acompany owned by ENKA, the
renowned Turkish contractor, and
Elliniki Technodomiki, theleader in
Greek construction and concessions
sector.



Muriya ties up with Gulf Property World

uriyaTourism Development

Company hastied up with
Gulf Property World, one of Oman's
leading real estate agentsto high-
light Muriya’ s destinations ‘ Jebel
Sifah’ and‘ Sdalah Beach’ which of-
fer luxury freehold properties, world-
classfacilitiesand amenitiesin ap-
pealing locales of Oman.

Gulf Property World (GPW)
specidisein sales, lettings, market-
ing and management of quality
propertiesin Oman and hasgrown
inashort span of timesinceit
opened itsfirst branch in Jawharat
Al Shatti- Shatti Al Qurum, in2007.
GPW has now opened a second
outletin Markaz Al Bahja- Seeb, and
will be highlighting Muriya sfree-
hold properties in both branches
during ‘Muriya sWeek at Gulf Prop-
erty World' from April 4-11, 2009.

Both GPW brancheswill showcase
Muriya stwo integrated tourism
complexes*‘ Jebel Sifah’ and ‘ Salalah
Beach’, and staff will be ableto pro-
vide progress updates and answer
queries of interested clients.

“Gulf Property World isdelighted to
showcase the stunning Jebel Sifah

Source: Timesof Oman - April 4, 2009

and Salalah Beach projectsin our
branches. Wewill provide existing
and future clientswith thelatest in-
formation and detail about the
projects and allow them to see the
progress that has been achieved on
the sites.

“We have a strong relationship with
Muriya as they are both profes-
sional and highly experienced in
tourism devel opment; their Oman
projectswill beworld class,” said
MikeHarris, CEO of Gulf Property
World.

Muriyawill aso find aprominent
position in Gulf Property World's
recently launched website. The
technologically advanced website is
a one-stop shop for property up-
datesin Oman and receivesmore
than 400 visitors aday.

“Thisnew aliancewill undoubtedly
bring anew level of interest and add
considerable value to our upcoming
projectsin Oman.

Gulf Property World hassignifi-
cantly changed the face of red es-
tatein Oman, and we are happy to
have tied up with such an esteemed

organisation,” stated Cyril Piaia,
CEO of Muriya.

Thetwo destinations ‘ Jebel Sifah’
and ‘ Salalah Beach’ will featureadi-
verserange of commercial, tourism
and high end luxury facilitiessuch
asfreehold residential properties,
marinasand marinatowns, 18 hole
PGA golf courses, retail outlets, res-
taurants and cafés and world class
hotels including Four Seasons Ho-
tels and Resorts, Banyan Tree Ho-
tels and Resorts, Angsana Resorts
and Spas, Missoni Hotels, Club
Med, Rotana and Movenpick Hotels
and Resorts.

In 2006, Egypt’s* Orascom’ (70 per
cent) and Omani government owned
‘Omran’ (30 per cent) cametogether
to establish Muriya

Since then, Muriya has announced
four ambitious projects across the
beautiful locales of the Sultanate of
Oman. Two of the ongoing projects
areintegrated tourism complexes
(ITCs)—"Jebel Sifah’ and‘ Sdalah
Beach'. In addition, Muriyaalso has
extensive plansto develop ‘ City
Walk’ in Muscat and aBoutique Ho-
tel on Al Sodah Island.

Firms line up for work at Oman airports

man's Transport & Communi-

cation Ministry has received
bidsfrom fivefirmsfor acontract to
provide design and construction su-
pervision servicesfor the mainte-
nance, repair, and overhaul of facili-
tiesat Muscat and Salalah airports.

The bidders are France's Aeroports
deParis, theloca officeof Asie
Etudes Engineering Consultants,
UK -based Atkins, thelocal Ghafari
Associates and UK-based Simon
Engineering.

Source: MEED - March 30, 2009

Theministry hasalso invited con-
sultants to bid by 4 May for the
contract to provide design and con-
struction supervision services for
the cargo facilitiesat thetwo air-
ports.

Earlierin March, the ministry began
negotiations with the three lowest
biddersfor the main construction
contract on the development of
Muscat I nternational airport.

Thethree lowest bidders are the lo-

cal Galfar Engineering & Contract-
ing Company and IndidsLarsen &
Toubro (L& T), withaprice of
RO473m ($1.22bn); Athens-based
Consolidated Contractors Interna-
tional Company (CCC) and Turkey's
TAV at RO509m, and Cyprus-based
Joannou & Paraskevaides (J& P) at
RO520m.

The contract involves building the
northern runway, taxiway system,
aprons, roads, utility buildings and
other civil works.
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The Wave bucks trend,
to expand construction workforce

he Wave Muscat, the $2.5 bil-

lion mixed-use beachfront de-
velopment, is bucking the global
economic and real estate industry
downturns with the announcement
of aworkforce expansion acrossits
portfolio.

Withitsfirst hundred villas deliv-
ered earlier thisyear, The Wave
Muscat is moving steadily ahead
withitsplansto deliver luxury apart-
ments and town homes, leisure and
retail components on schedule. The
company hasidentified at least 27
immediate new openings acrossits
functions to propel growth.

Source; Timesof Oman - March 22, 2009

Nick Smith, CEO, TheWave, said:
“The Wave' sresilience and growth
indifficult conditionsisameasure
of the confidenceinitsoffering from
investors across Oman and the
AGCC. Weareproud to makethis
contribution to the Oman commu-
nity, and look forward to securing
the best available talent to
strengthen our operations.”

The downturn, he added, isa signal
opportunity for carefully considered
development projectslike The Wave
to boost resources and improve effi-
ciency. Morethan 700 homes are
currently under construction at The

Wave, Muscat, with 300 scheduled
for delivery in Q4 2009. Morethan
5,000 men and women currently staff
the company’ s operations.

Abdullah Al Shidi, deputy CEO, The
Wave, Muscat, praised the
company’ s staff for driving the com-
pany forward and ensuring quality
and timely delivery and service.
“The Waveisdriven by the great-
ness of its people, Omani nationals
and expatriates, who work together
to deliver this outstanding project
because they believein its signifi-
cance for the economy and its qual-
ity.”

Construction of Qaryat Qurum project
making good progress

espite the recent global slow-

down and upheavalsin the real
estate market, the growth of Qaryat
Qurum, ajoint venture project of
ETA Star Propertiesand OHI group,
is making good progress.

Thisfact wasreinforced as
Magbool Hameed, chairman of OHI
SAOG and Abid Junaid, executive
director of ETA Star Property Devel-
opersLLC, Dubai, met recently in
Oman toreview the project.

“Whilethe current scenariois cer-
tainly not ideal, thereisno doubt
that the economy will bounce back.
Wejoaintly reviewed the various op-
erational aspects of Qaryat Qurum
and are confident that the unique
location of Qaryat Qurum and its at-
tractive product mix will helpitdo
well inthe medium-term horizon. I'm
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surethereal estate sector will
quickly get back on even keel and
realiseitsfull potential,” said
Magbool.

Commenting onthe current market
state, Abid said: “Though there has
been aslowdown in the market
which has affected the progress of
several projects, our evaluation tells
us that there also has been positive
devel opments with regards to the
reduction of construction costs as
well asavailability of construction
materials. We have reviewed the
project of Qaryat Qurum and are
confident that its unique concept,
location and marketability will defi-
nitely help us meet the desired ob-
jectives. ETA Star Propertiesis
strongly committed to its partner-
shipwith OHI and to Qaryat
Qurum.”

According to recent reports, Oman’s
real estate sector iswell protected
from the global economic slowdown
compared to other marketsinthere-
gion because unlike other countries,
the Sultanate of Oman has not been
avictim of speculative buying. In
Oman, different facets of the
economy are opening up, the expa-
triate workforceisexpanding
steadily and there is construction
happening everywhere.

The real estate projects launched by
other major devel opersin Oman
seem to be progressing quite well.
Market confidenceisakey factor in
the success of real estate markets,
and with the stability of the regional
economy, it isnot surprising how
more investors are being drawn to-
wards buying propertiesin there-
gion.



Abraj Zumurud launches residential project

braj Zumurud LLC, alocal red

estate devel oper, will enter the
market in the coming weekswith an
exciting portfolio of low-end afford-
able property solutions to Omani
and AGCC nationals.

Thelaunch of salesfor Abrgj
Zumurud 1 — anine-story highresi-
dential building consisting of 34
two-bedroom apartments, two one-
bedroom apartments, four retail/
commercial unitsand two offices—
will be unveiled in the coming weeks
by itsexclusive selling agent, Elite
Properties.

“We are delighted to be launching

Source; Timesof Oman - March 22, 2009

this project with our exclusive sell-
ing agents, Elite Properties, who
have been instrumental in delivering
the salesand marketing platformfor
usat atimewhen the market isgo-
ing through a property correction,”
Mohammed Nassir Al Saadi, Group
chairman of Abrgj Zumurud LLC,
said.

“Wefed that the product, pricing
and positioning of Abraj Zumurud 1
in Al Khoud, close by to Sultan
Qaboos University, will be an attrac-
tive purchase for property seekers
and offer an excellent returnonin-
vestment,” he added.

“Thisisanother example of our
company’ scommitment to working
with developersthat share the same
vision as us. Sixty-five per cent of
the Oman market isunder the age of
30 with the magjority of thisgenera-
tion not having the opportunity to
get afoothold on the Oman prop-
erty ladder.

Abraj Zumurud 1 hasthe potential
to change this, with local banks
supporting the project with mort-
gage lending facilities, we are confi-
dent that Abrgj Zumurud 1 will bea
sound investment for al to benefit
from,” Will Blake, chief executive of-
ficer of Elite Properties, said.

75-kilometre Batinah Expressway

evelopment of one of Oman’'s

biggest road infrastructure
projects— the Batinah Expressway
— hasbeen formally kicked off with
the award of akey government con-
tract last week. The 275-kilometre
expressway, which runsthe length
of the Batinah region, will serveasa
new superhighway for passenger
and freight traffic. Further, con-
ceived in parallel with theequally
ambitious Batinah railway project,
the Expressway will help underpin
the region’s development into a vast
industrial and economic belt.

According to officials of the Minis-
try of Transport and Communica-
tions, whichisoverseeing theimple-
mentation of the project, the Batinah
Expressway will start from wherethe
Muscat Expressway — currently
under execution — ends at Halban
near Naseem Garden. Aligned
mostly in parallel with theexisting
Batinah Highway, the new road will
hug the foothills of the North Hajar
mountains asit travelsall theway to

Khatmat Malahaon Oman’ s border
withtheUnited Arab Emirates.

Development of the project is being
fast-tracked in tandem with the
planned implementation of anumber
of ambitious economicinitiativesin
the Batinah region, most notably the
Specia Economic Zonein Sohar.
The Expressway, along with other
infrastructure projects such as the
Batinah Railway and the proposed
Sohar Airport, is seen askey to se-
curing the long-term success of
theseinitiatives. Giventhetight
timeline envisioned for completion
of the project, the Expressway will
be designed in three sections of
roughly equal lengths.

L ast week, the Government Tender
Board awarded contracts for the de-
sign of sections |1 and 111 at atotal
cost of RO 6.404 million. Section 111
coversthefinal 85km segment
stretching from near Al Khadra
(closeto Al Suwaiq) to Sohar. Sec-
tion | — a90km length from Halban

project flagged off

Source: Oman Observer - March 21, 2009

to Al Khadra— will betendered out
in aseparate contract. A total of 10
well-known consulting engineering
firms had participated in acompeti-
tive tender for the consultancy con-
tract covering Sections 11 and I11.
They are Dar al Handasah, National
Engineering Services Pakistan &
Partners (NESPAK), Parsons Inter-
national, Consolidated Consultants
Engineering & Environment, Khatib
& Alami, Cowi & Partners, Century
Architects, Conser & Partners,
Modern Engineering, and Botek
Bosphorus.

The selected consultant will study
and design al elementsof alimited
access expressway along with the
necessary interchanges, flyovers
and underpasses. Bridges, culverts
and other drainage systemswill en-
sure that the expressway is secure
fromwadi flooding of thekind that
often putsthe existing Batinah
Highway out of operation. Signifi-
cantly, the consultant will also de-
sign aseriesof toll plazas at key
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points along the Expressway along
with operating systems for revenue
collection.

Additionally, the Batinah Express-
way will beintegrated with the exist-
ing Batinah Highway through ase-
riesof link roads. Around 170
kilometres of link roads are envis-
aged along Sections |l and 111 alone,
with existing link roads proposed to
be upgraded and dualised. Impor-
tantly, the Expressway will runalong
acorridor that also incorporates the
alignment for the proposed Batinah
Railway. A joint venture of France's
Systraand Oman’ sNational Engi-
neering Office was recently awarded
a contract to study the design re-
quirementsof an arterial railway
system, based upon which afull-

Mega

Government infrastructure
projectsinvolving capital out-
laysin excessof RO 1.5 billionwill
help Oman’ seconomy wegther the
global downturn currently weighing
down economies around the world,
analysts say. Work on asew of big-
ticket infrastructure projects, fi-
nanced primarily by the govern-
ment, is due to kick off in the course
of thisyear. Notable are the Muscat
Airport development, the Batinah
Coastal Road, and amajor housing
and rehabilitation schemelinked to
the coastal road project.

Also due to be awarded this year
areahost of smaller, but capexin-
tensive projects, such as regional
airports, water distribution schemes,
wastewater networks, flood protec-
tion dams, port related improve-
ments, and at |east one major power
and desalination plant. The upshat,
analysts say, is a sustained injection
of government capital which should
help the economy chug along at a
relatively healthy pace until aturn-
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fledged feasibility study and design
will be undertaken.

According to officials, both the Ex-
pressway and the arterial railway
will help cater to aprojected expo-
nential growthinvehicular and
freight traffic asmajor industrial and
economic investmentsin Sohar and
thewider Batinah region comeon
stream. The Expressway in particular
will serve as a speedy and conve-
nient alternativeto the Batinah
Highway, whichisproneto traffic
disruption caused by wadis over-
flowing at Irish crossings, aswell as
serious mishaps.

Moreover, as an extension of the
53km Muscat Expressway, which
runsfrom Qurum to Naseem Garden,

the Batinah Expressway will serve
asalimited access freeway that
would allow motoriststo drive
through and through with no halts
(savefor thetoll plazas) all theway
to Oman’ sborder. Travel timeshe-
tween Muscat and Khatmat Malaha
will be at least an hour shorter on
normal days, officials say.

Underlining the Batinah region’ sim-
portance as an engine of economic
growth, the government has also
initiated development of another
major road project — the Batinah
coastal road. The 241 kilometre-
long, four-lane dual carriageway
runsfor the most part, parallel to the
Gulf of Oman coast from Naseem
Garden to Khatmat Malahaon the
Sultanate’ sborder with the UAE.

Infrastructure projects
to sustain economy through ‘09

Source: Oman Observer - March 7, 2009

around in the global economic
slump, predicted during themiddle
of 2010, takeshold. “Thereisevery
confidence that Oman’ s government
will not hold back oninfrastructure
spending thisyear,” said one market
observer.

“Regardless of how international oil
prices perform, the government is
widely expected to live by its bud-
get commitments to spend around
RO 800 million on mgjor infrastruc-
ture and modernisation schemes
during 2009. After al, alotisat
stakeif spending iscurtailed; it
could lead to job losses and a dam-
aging economic slowdown — some-
thing the government will bevery
keento avoid.” For many large con-
tracting firms, which traditionally
employ thousands of workers, gov-
ernment contracts represent the
mainstay of their business.

Infrastructure projectsin particular
not only ensure continued employ-
ment of these workforces, but cru-

cialy aso haveabeneficia knock-
on effect on other economic and
service industries, notably the ce-
ment, steel and building materials
sectors, transport firms, and a host
of retail sectors. The most coveted
of al the major government projects
up for grabsthisyear isthe main
construction package (MC1 con-
tract) linked to the moderni sation of
Muscat International Airport. A joint
venture of Galfar Engineering &
Contracting and Larsen & Toubro
(Oman) isthelowest bidder (RO 473
million) for the contract, whichin-
volves the construction of a new
runway, aswell as several taxiways
and aprons, utility buildings and the
complete landside redevel opment of
access roadsto the terminal.

Beyond landing a plum contract for
the successful bidder concerned,
the project promises significant
spin-offsfor awide spectrum of
Omani businesses— from suppliers
of construction materials and heavy
equipment to transport firmsand as-



sorted service providers, according
to analysts Equally prized isthe
Batinah coastal road project, the
first phase of which isnow out to
tender. With atotal outlay in excess
of RO 300 million, the project will
trandlate into significant business
opportunitiesfor Omani firms. The
Ministry of Transport and Commu-
nicationsisoverseeing theimple-
mentation of the 241-kilometre-long
dual carriageway, which will run par-
alldl to the Gulf of Oman coast from
Naseem Garden to Khatmat Malaha
on the Sultanate’ s border with the
UAE

Development of the project will be
undertaken in two phases. Thefirst
phase, which is now out to tender,
coversaroughly 125-kilometre
length of the coastal road, while the
balance 116 kilometreswill beimple-
mented in Phase 2. To makeway for
the coastal road, the government
has already commenced the task of
relocating and rehabilitating the
thousands of people who will be
displaced by the project. Several
thousand modern homeswill be
built alongside new access roads,
utilities, sougs and other amenities
aspart of smart, new residential
neighbourhoods that will be created
to house those displaced by the
venture.

Contracts worth several hundred

million riyalswill beup for grabs
when the rehabilitation programme
istakeninhand for full implementa-
tion.

Contractors are a so eyeing oppor-
tunitieslinked to the government’s
plan to develop a string of regional
airportsaround the Sultanate. Con-
struction of at least four airport
projects— at Sohar, Dugm, Rasa
Hadd and Adam — isexpected to
get under way thisyear. Thetotal
outlay towards these projectsisin
therange of RO 400-500 million, say
analysts. Also onthe anvil area
host of water supply schemes, nota-
bly inAl Jabal a Akhdar, Al
Musannah and Adam involving
capital allocationsin excessof RO
150million.

All three schemes, aswell asanum-
ber of large-sized wastewater
projectsin Muscat Governorate, are
expected to go ahead this year. Fur-
ther impetus to economic activity
will comefrom anumber of planned
port development initiatives. Au-
thorities at the Port of Sohar are pre-
paring to award acontract valued at
around $200 million for the con-
struction of a deepwater bulk jetty
to support a huge pelletising plant
and iron ore distribution centre be-
ing devel oped by Brazilian mining
giant Vale at acost of $1.356 hillion.
Development of the jetty isbeing
overseen by Sohar International De-

velopment Company (SIDC), anew
vehicle set up jointly by the Omani
government and the Port of
Rotterdam.

Meanwhile at Dugm on the Wusta
coast, development of an ambitious
port and dry dock complex contin-
ues apace. Oman Dry-Dock Com-
pany, which will own and operate
the ship repair yard at Dugm, plans
to award severa large contractsthis
year linked to the superstructure de-
velopment of the facility ahead of its
scheduled launch in December 2010.
Qilfield contractorsand service pro-
vidersare also gearing for anumber
of hefty contracts due to be
awarded thisyear. Several projects
planned in North and South Oman,
including the Kauther and Harweel
developments, are expected to go
ahead during the year.

According to some analysts, the
current economic environment also
makes abundant sense for the gov-
ernment to proceed with planned in-
frastructure projects, particularly as
commodity pricesare at multi-year
lows. Imported commoditiesare now
5-10 per cent cheaper than what
they were ayear ago. Stedl prices
have crashed from a high of around
RO 700 per metric tonto around
$200. Several finishingitemsusedin
building construction are also alot
cheaper, it is pointed out.

Construction award for Muscat airport
development likely by mid-year

hefirst of severa key construc-

tion contractslinked to the ex-
pansion and modernisation of the
Muscat and Salalah international
airportsis expected to be awarded
by asearly asmid-2009, itislearnt.

Inall, four major construction con-
tracts are now out to tender with a
number of international and local
construction heavyweights partici-
pating in the competitive bidding

process overseen by the Tender
Board on behalf of the Ministry of
Transport and Communications.
Also tendered out apart from these
construction packages are anumber
of other contracts pertaining to the
provision of various kinds of equip-
ment, systems and services at the
two airports.

According to officials, the actua
construction of the two airportsis

Source: Oman Observer - February 23, 2009

organised in four distinct packages
labelled asMain Contracts (MC) 1,
2,3and5. WhileMC 1, 2 and 3 per-
tain to the development of Muscat
Internationa Airport, MC5 focuses
entirely on the expansion and refur-
bishment of Salalah International
Airport. Each of the main contracts
comprises a substantial package of
worksinvolving significant alloca-
tionsin capital investment by the
government.
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The most prestigious of the four
packagesis MC1, which coversthe
development of airsidefacilitiesat
Muscat International Airport. Envis-
aged in this package is the con-
struction of anew 4.3-kilometre, 60-
metre-wide runway built to Code-F
standards, meaning it can handle
thelargest aircraft in service today,
notably the Airbus A380
Superjumbo or itsequivalent.

The existing runway will be up-
graded, whileanumber of taxiways
and apronswill bebuilt— all to
Code-F standards. The modernised
airport will thus boast two runways
instead of today’ s single runway fa-
cility. Also as part of this package,
the selected contractor will under-
take the complete landside redevel -
opment of connectivity to the air-
port. A total of seven bridgeg/inter-
changes, aswell as over 60
kilometres of accessroadswill be
built both on the airside and
landside, while the existing roads
will be widened.

Importantly, the redevel oped airport
will featureamodern storm water
drainage system designed to secure

the complex against flooding of the
kind witnessed in the city during the
adverse weather conditions of June
2007.

The second package (MC2) centres
primarily on the construction of a
new state-of-the-art Air Traffic Con-
trol tower, which at around 100
metresin height, will bealandmark
initsownright. Also envisagedin
this package arefacilitiesfor Crash
Fire Rescue, air traffic management
centre, data centre, aswell as other
facilitiesand services.

Equally coveted by contractorsis
the M C3 package, the centrepiece of
which isthe construction of a
world-class passenger terminal with
acapacity to handle 12 million pas-
sengers per year.

Designed and built to IATA’SA-

class standards, theterminal will be
equipped for every modern passen-
ger convenience and amenity asso-
ciated with some of the best-known
airportsin theworld today. Cover-
ing an areaof around 500,000 sq
metres, the passenger terminal will
alsoinclude anumber of piers, con-

course, access ramps and forecourt
complex. Provision for travel ators/
escalators and other servicesis also
madein this package.

Envisioned in MC5 isthe complete
redevelopment of Salaah Interna-
tional Airport. A new 55,000 sqg metre
passenger terminal designed for
three million passengers per annum
will be built. The package al so en-
tails the construction of a new
4,000-metrerunway, aswell astaxi-
ways and aprons— all built to
Code-F standards. Theexisting run-
way will be upgraded and converted
into aparallel taxiway. Additionaly,
the selected contractor will build the
crash firerescue station, car park,
utility buildings, data centre and
other facilities, aswell asenhance
landside connectivity.

Industry watchers expect the airport
construction awards to be an-
nounced in quick succession as the
government could seek to capitalise
on the current economic environ-
ment — with prices of stedl, build-
ing materialsand contracting ser-
vices at multi-year lows— to accel-
erate devel opment of the projects.

‘Oman construction unaffected by crisis’

Cfonstruction work inOmanisin
ull swing despite the current
financial crisisacrossthe globe,
said Rashid Haroon Al Kindi, Man-
aging Partner of Panorama lnvest-
mentsLLC, at abuilding materials
seminar held in Grand Hyatt Hotel
yesterday.

“The Omani marketsare least &f-
fected by the economic crisiswhich
is the reason why construction work
hereisgoingoninfull flow,” Rashid
said speaking to Times Business.

Asked if therewas any increasein
the cost of building materialsinthe
Omani market, Rashid said the
priceswere stable. “Thereisno
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change in the cost factor. If you
look at the pricesin other countries
thereisaperceptible difference. But
as of now thereisno changein the
Omani market,” hesaid.

Panoramainvestment isa 100 per
cent Omani company that started its
operation last year. They currently
sell furniture, tilesand sanitary
wares. “We have now tied up with
some of the best companiesin the
world like Vabene, SU Smart Utili-
ties, Coppha Fuvi, Paschal and
Aluplast,” Rashid said.

Representatives of Aluplast, Pas-
chal and Coppha Fuvi spoke on
their productsin the seminar at the

Afrah room of Grand Hyatt.

Talking about the economic crisis,
Michael Roser, head of Technical
Support, Aluplast, admitted that
around 13 companiesin Germany
would be affected by the recession.
“Weareamagjor player inthe Ger-
man market and we have not been
affected by the financia upheaval.
But around 13 companieswill be af -
fected by the crisis. If you do areli-
able business nothing can stop you.
Wedon't cry over the crisis be-
cause we sell the best products to
our clients,” Michael said. Aluplast
isone of the main expansion-driven
international manufacturers of win-
dow profile systems.



Muriya’s projects on schedule

lientsowning propertiesin
uriya s projects have been

appraised of the developmentsin
Jebel Sifahand‘ Salalah Beach'.
Having started constructionin Q2
of 2008, Muriyaiswell on target to
fulfil its commitment to its buyers,
future guests of hotels and tourism
activities.

“We are dedicated to completing
and delivering the projects on
schedule asis evident from the work
in progress. The construction
progress at Salalah Beach and Jebel
Sifah for both the hotels and real es-
tate properties are in accordance to
theitinerariesdrawn out. With the
financial backing of our parent com-
pany, Orascom Development Hold-
ing (ODH) and the support of our
government-owned partner Omran,
we are confident of keeping to our
deadlinesand delivering ontime,”
said Cyril Piaia, chief executive of -
ficer of Muriya.

For phase-1 constructionin * Salalah
Beach', the foundation has been
laid for 35 villasand casting of slabs
completedfor 19 villas. 170,000m3 of
the marina basin has been excavated
and 12,000m3 of the quay wall
dredged.

In*Jebel Sifah’ excavation, levelling
and grading of 31 villasfacing the
golf course has been completed.

Construction on the 18 marinaapart-
ment blocksisin progress and due
to be completed within 17 months.
Excavation and levelling of three
marinaapartment blocksisalready

Source: Times of Oman - January 24, 2009

in progress. Work on the marinahas
been proceeding at a good pace —
107,000m3 of the quay wall hasbeen
dredged and 155,000m3 of the ma-
rinabasin excavated.

With the announcement on Novem-
ber 3, 2008 of themajor dealssigned
between Samih Sawiris, chairman of
MuriyaTourism Development and
representatives of world renowned
hotel brandsfor * Jebel Sifah’ such
as Four Seasons Hotels and Re-
sorts, Banyan Tree Hotelsand Re-
sorts and Angsana Resorts and
Spas and Missoni Hotels, construc-
tion for one of the marina boutique
hotelswill start no later than Febru-
ary 2009, and is expected to be com-
pleted within 17 months. Designson
theremaining hotelssignedin No-
vember 2008 are nearing thefinal
stages, and the plan isto start con-
struction before the end of 2009.

Theportfoliofor ‘ Salalah Beach’ in-
cludes brands such as Club
Mediteranee, Rotanaand
Movenpick. The excavation and soil
replacement of the foundations for
the Rotana Hotel has already started
and ismoving at afast pace.

Onthefringesof ‘ Salalah Beach’
and ‘' Jebel Sifah’, Muriyaisoffering
a unique spin-off property invest-
ment avenue‘ Al Jannat’ that pro-
vides an opportunity for ownersto
design their own homes on amini-
mum land areaof 4,200 square
metres. At* Al Janaat’ propertiesin
Salaah, 75 per cent of thefour-metre
high stone wall surrounding the
plots of land has been completed.

In Jebel Sifah, excavationfor 29 ‘Al
Janaat’ properties has been com-
pleted while pouring of concreteis
in progress for the foundations.

Muriyawill provide customerswith
single-storied homes covering 7.5
per cent of the plot, leaving the rest
for nature. Whilethe ownerswill en-
joy the independence of owning a
privateretreat, they will bein close
proximity to the leisure and enter-
tainment facilities provided by the
two projectsthat include luxury ho-
tels, marinas, golf courses and retail
outlets.

On the planning and devel opment
of ‘ Salalah Beach’ and ‘ Jebel Sifah’
projects, Muriyaisdrawingim-
mensely from the experience and ex-
pertise of its parent company ODH
that has projects in seven countries.
One of the examplesis the success-
ful businessmodel of El Gounain
Egypt that started 20 years ago and
isstill being developed. The plan-
ning that has gone into the project
has resulted El Gounato be be-
stowed with severa prestigious
awards.

Established in March 2006, Muriya
Tourism Development Company isa
joint venture between Egypt’sre-
nowned Orascom Devel opment
Holding with astake of 70 per cent,
and 30 per cent with the Omani gov-
ernment, represented by Omran.
Muriyaisaleading devel oper in-
vesting in four major projects,
namely Salalah Beach, Jebel Sifah, a
city complex in Muscat and a Bou-
tique Hotel on Al Sodah Idland.

Phase 1 of Mirbat Beach project
nearing completion

ase 1 of the RO 1 billion Mirbat
Beach project in Dhofar Gover-

Source: Times of Oman - January 24, 2009

norate — centering on the develop-
ment of thefive-star Royal Tulip Re-

sort & SpaMirbat — isnow clear-
ing completion, according to the
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promoters Dhofar Tourism Com-
pany.

The project is poised to dramatically
enhance the governorate’ stourism
apped as the company sets out to
develop aworld-class holiday desti-
nation around the Mirbat Beach
project. “Mirbat Beach isthe most
exciting tourism devel opment
project in theregion. Its massive
plan for asupremetourist destina-
tion is designed to attract tourists
and investors from across the globe.

The dramatic landscapes of Mirbat
town are astunning sight and a
memorable experience,” the com-
pany said in a press statement.
OsamaMariam, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Dhofar Tourism Company,
added: “ Tourism hasaready in-
creased in the region with tourists
placing Oman at the top of their list
of holiday locations.” Mirbat lieson

asmall peninsulain awide bay and
has a port protected against the
monsoon winds. The town has now
become an important fishing port for
the abalone (sufailah) and for the
export of dry fish. Apart from fish-
ing, many local residentsare also
engaged in boat building, net manu-
facturing, and crafting clay incense
burners and wood and stone imple-
ments used in building construc-
tion.

In the waters off Mirbat isatreasure
trove of marinerichesin theform of
exotic underwater species, un-
touched coral reefsand unparallel
marinediversity. Thewatersare aso
ahavenfor divers, while Mirbat Bay
offers many superb beaches with
secluded waterways, adorned by
breathtaking natural beauty. The
company has placed great impor-
tance on the way the development’s

architecture and design should
blend harmoniously with the beauty
of itsnatural environment. Careful
consideration and planning have
gone into ensuring that the project
enjoysall modern amenities. Dhofar
Tourism Company isalsolooking to
develop Mirbat into a destination
for natureloversand holidaymakers,
aswell asanideal venuefor busi-
ness meetings and conferences.

Phase 2 of the project features 161
marinaapartmentsaround aaarina
which will have 75 berthing spots;
258 town homes of different sizes,
47 golf villas; over 10,000 sqm of
retail space and 10,000 sq m of office
space. Other project highlightsin-
clude a9-hole golf-course and club-
house, awater park, a private hospi-
tal/clinic with helipad, nursery and
child carefacility, aswell asan en-
tertainment centre for adults and
children.

Mega-projects to fuel domestic
cement demand in 2009

D omestic cement demand isex-
pected to remain robust during
2009, fuelledinlarge part by
planned investmentsin major infra-
structure projects, integrated tour-
ism and residential complexes, and
general housing growth, according
toatop official of Oman Cement
Company. Jamal Shamisal Hooti,
CEO of thejoint stock company,
said cement consumption trends
would continue to be sustained by
the large government outlays to-
wards araft of mega-projects
planned for implementation during
theyear.

Al Hooti’s positive assessments
came during a presentation on the
company’s performance at the Mus-
cat SecuritiesMarket (MSM) yester-
day. Present at the event were repre-
sentatives of a number of brokerage
and investment firms. The official
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ticked off along list of major
projects that would contribute to ce-
ment uptake during the year.

The project line-up included the six
domestic airportsat Sohar, Rasal
Hadd, Dugm, Shaleem, Adamand
Haima; port developments at Sohar
and Dugm; the tourism and residen-
tial developmentsin Rasa Hadd,
Sifah, Yiti and Tagah; and the
Batinah coastal road rehabilitation
programme.

Infact, up to 10 per cent of the esti-
mated RO 800 millioninallocations
towardsinfrastructure projects, an-
nounced by the government in its
2009 budget, would go towards ce-
ment purchases alone, said Al
Hooti. The private sector isex-
pected to match thisfigurewithin-
vestments of their own in cement-
intensive ventures, thereby ensur-

ing an even healthier demand for the
commodity during theyear, he
added.

Significant cement demand will also
be generated when many Omanis,
keen to have their own homes, em-
bark on the development of their
government-allotted residential
plots. Around 196,000 plotswere
distributed during the 2003-2007 pe-
riod, against which only around
37,000 building permits have been
issued so far. This leaves some
160,000 plots awaiting potential de-
velopment, not counting the scores
of allotmentsthat authorities have
began to make to a broader segment
of Omani women, the official ex-
plained.

In his presentation, Al Hooti also
provided an update on Oman
Cement’ songoing expansion



programme. A new production line
currently under execution will raise
clinker capacity from 4,000 tonnes
per day (TPD) t0 8,000 TPD. The
new plant, being built by ChinaNa
tional Building Materials Equipment
Corporation (CNBMEC) at acost of
$162 million, will beoperationd in
thefirst quarter of 2010, he said.

Significantly, the expansionisex-
pected to eventually lead to the
elimination of clinker importsby
Oman Cement, whichimported
nearly 922,000 tonnes of thisinter-
mediate commodity in 2008. In con-
trast, clinker imports by the com-
pany are projected at around
500,000 tonnesthisyear. Cement im-
ports, on the other hand, which to-
talled around 265,000 tonnes | ast
year, will benil thisyear, he added.

Also under way is aproject to up-
grade the company’ s packing plant,
whichwill impact favourably onits
sales of bagged cement.

The upgrade is due to be completed
by April thisyear. Another project
to expand the grinding capacity of
the company’ s cement millsby 3,000
metric tonnes per day, was com-
pleted last year, the CEO said.
Meanwhile, cement salesby Oman
Cement peaked at 2.120 million
tonnes last year, as against sales of
1.878 milliontonnesin 2007, accord-
ing to Deepak Dikshit, CFO.

Therecord sales generated aturn-
over of RO 63.521 millionin 2008,
compared to RO 49.911 millionin
2007. The company has projected a
salestarget of 2.1 million tonnesfor

2009, which shouldyield RO 67.528
millionin earnings based on the ex-
isting price of RO 30 per tonne of
cement, hesaid.

Company officials said they foresaw
no prospects of a declinein cement
pricesin the Sultanate despite re-
ports of aslump in thereal estate
sector — themain driver of cement
demand — inthewider region. On
the contrary, Oman Cement has seen
cement demand soar to around 9,000
TPD at present, from 7,000 TPD a
year ago, the CEO stressed. Total
domestic demand for cement was
estimated at 4.5 milliontonnesin
2008, with Oman Cement and Raysut
Cement — thetwo main producers
— accounting for around 3.5 million
tonnes of thisvolume. Theremain-
der was met through imports.

Al Habib celebrates 30 years
of real estate success

| Habib and Co. celebrated

three decades of real estate ex-
cellencewith an anniversary dinner
at Crowne Plazaon Monday
evening. The celebration was pre-
sided over by Khalil bin Abdullah Al
Khonji and was attended by key
playersin Oman’ s business, trade
and commercial communities.

Al Habib beganlifein 1978 when
chairman and founder, Ali Maldlah
Habib Al Lawati, recognised that the
real estate sector in Oman consisted
of amix of small agenciesand large
landlords, all operating indepen-
dently of one another. Withtheaim
of developing a‘model real estate
company’, the ambitious entrepre-
neur, saw aloopholein the market
for professional, reliable and per-
sonal real estate services. Habib
subsequently built the Sultanate’ s
largest and most professionally
managed real estate services com-
pany from the ground up.

Asthefirst real estate brokerage
company to be registered with the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Al Habib has played akey rolein
the development of the Sultanate’s
real estate industry.

In the last three decades Al Habib
has built homes, purpose-built of-
fices, offered consultancy services,
managed propertiesfor private and
government bodies and most impor-
tantly grown with the country, sup-
porting His Mgjesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said’ svision of creating adiver-
sified and sustainable economy.

Today Al Habib is one of the lead-
ing real estate companiesin the Sul-
tanatewith over 1,200 staff.

Through itsfive professional divi-
sions, Al Habib providesafull range
of real estate servicesincluding:
finding suitableland, providing
consultancy, offering avaluation
service, managing property rentals,

Source: Timesof Oman - December 23, 2008

undertaking property construction,
aswell as handling the buying and
selling of real estate. In addition the
company can also provide electrical
and civil contracting, civil engineer-
ing projects, building refurbish-
ments and interior decoration.

Most recently Al Habib has devel-
oped anumber of landmark build-
ingsin Omanincluding the Ernst &
Y oung Commercia Centre, City
Residence Apartments, Centre Point
in Muscat and in Salalah, and the
Sanitary and Drainage officesin
Salalah amongst others.

Current projectsincludethefour-
star Park Inn Hotel and residential
developments such as the Lavendar
Apartmentsand Canary Villasas
well as40,000m2 mixed commercia
and residential block for the Minis-
try of Defence Pension Fund.

Onreaching thirty yearsinreal es-
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tate Habib said: “I believe that to
ensure long term success teamwork,
hard work, tenacity and profession-
alismiskey. Through our values of
empowerment, accountability, trust
and excellencein all of our activities
we have achieved areputation that
befits our experiencein the market
place. By investing in our staff

through innovative HR, training and
communication activitiesweare
making acommitment to our clients,
ensuring that no matter how small or
big, they will receive the best pos-
sible service. Asaresult of this
dedication to our clients and team,
our futurewill hopefully see contin-
ued success and growth.”

“Corporate Social responsibility is
also at the heart of our activities. By
donating to the six charities here
thisevening, | am recognising the
important role business playsin
continuing to support and develop
the cultural, economic and socid
prosperity of our wonderful coun-

try.”

Global financial crisis will not hit
Salam-Yetti Project. Sama CEO

arhan Faraidooni, CEO of Sama

Dubai Company, thearm for in-
ternational development and real es-
tate investment of Dubai Holding,
has denied rumours about suspen-
sion of worksof Salam-Y etti Project,
executed by the company in the Sul-
tanate, saying that “work on the
project ison and will not be affected
by theinternational financial crisis
and will continue as scheduled”.

“Wewill offer theresidential units
for sale during the second quarter of
the next year as per apricing policy
that will cope with the develop-
mentsinthereal estate market,” he
added.

“What appliesfor the Salam-Y etti
Project appliesfor the other projects
executed by the company in Dubai,
Qatar, Bahrain, Morocco and Tuni-
sia,” hesaid, adding that Sama
Dubai was keen on proceeding with
its plans as scheduled for comple-
tion of its projects and fulfilment of
its obligations toward its clients and
thecommunity.

“But, at the sametime, wedo not ig-
norethefinancial crisiswitnessed
worldwide which made the company
review itsproject plans,” he said.

Theinternational financial crisishas
cast a shadow on the various sec-
tors, including the banking and real
estate, he said.

74 THE BIG SHow 2011

“SamaDubai and the other compa-
niesoperating inthefield of real es-
tate devel opment cannot work in the
same manner inthelight of the after-
maths of theinternational financial
crisisand impacts of the same on
the states of the region,” he said,
pointing out that the world was
“witnessing anew stage, which will
necessitate the compani es operating
inthefield of real estate develop-
ment to re-programmetheir plans
and mechanisms as per the new eco-
nomic outcomes’.

The states of the region would not
escape the impacts of theinterna-
tional crisisasthey operatewithin
an integrated international financial
and economic system, he said,
stressing the need for transparency
in disclosure of the facts of concern
to the public.

Speaking on the banks' reluctance
to finance real estate projectsin the
present time, he said: “I hopethe
banking sector will begin to finance
the same during the second quarter
of next year inthelight of the 2008
disclosed profits of the companies.”

SamaDubai currently holdsinvest-
ments estimated in billions of dollars
intheMiddle East and North Africa
and is planning to extend its opera-
tionsworldwide.

On completion, the Salam-Y etti

Source; Times of Oman - December 12, 2008

project will represent aunique tour-
ism destination and a prestigious
residential complex interms of the
natural beauty of the area and the
opportunitiesthe project will create.

The project, which occupies a stra-
tegic location between Al Hijr
Mountains and the Gulf of Oman,
began less than a year ago in coop-
eration between SamaDubai and
Omran Company of the Ministry of
Tourism of the Sultanate of Oman.

The concept and design of the
project rely on the features of the
rich Omani heritage and cultureand
aim at meeting the requirements of
touristsfrom all around the world.

The Sdlam-Y etti project is25kmfrom
the centre of Ruwi, which hosts the
business centre of the capital. It
takes 45 minutesfrom Muscat Inter-
national Airport and 20 minutesfrom
Al Qurm to reach the site of the
project.

The project, spread on atotal area
of 4.19sgkm, isexpected toimprove
the surrounding environment, de-
velop residential areas and preserve
the natural beauty of up to 70 per
cent of the project’sarea. The
project, worth $1.7b, iscarried out in
two phases: the first phase will be
completein 2011 and the second is
expected to be completed by year
2013



Agreement to develop resort in Dugum signed

mran, the government of

Oman'’ stourism and devel op-
ment arm, and IHG have announced
the signing of an agreement to de-
velop Crowne Plaza Duqum Resort,
the second Crowne PlazaResort in
the Sultanate of Oman.

Present at the signing were Minister
of Tourism and chairperson of
Omran Dr Rajihabint Abdul Amir
bin Ali, and John Bamsey, chief op-
erating officer, IHG, Middle East and
Africa

Also present from Omran were Eng.
Wael Al Lawati, CEO and Prakash
Gabra, CFO. Whilefrom IHG Rani
Gharbié, director of devel opment
Middle East & Africa, and David
Todd, general manager of Crowne
Plaza Muscat, were al so present.

Crowne Plaza Dugum Resort, which
isscheduled to openin 2011, will

consist of 228 rooms— will include
11 spacious executive suites and six

Source: Timesof Oman - December 2, 2008

family/junior suites. Theproperty is
in close proximity to Dugum town
onthe Arabian Sea, whichisrein-
venting itself as Oman’ snext major
industrial and commercial hub.

Commenting on the signing, John
Bamsey said: “Weare extremely
honoured to be partnering with
Omran once again for the devel op-
ment of Crowne PlazaDugqum Re-
sort. We aready operate other gov-
ernment-owned propertiesin Oman
— and our collaboration on the
Duqum project further demonstrates
our long-standing relationship with
Omran and our commitment to coop-
erate on future development oppor-
tunitieswithin Oman. Crowne Plaza
Duqum Resort isthe first hotel to be
builtintheinitial construction
phase of Dugum’ s expansion and
will mainly cater totheincreasing
businesstravellersinto the area—
consultants, contractors, investors
and project managers— looking for
high levels of servicein close prox-

imity to their place of business.”

Thenew Crowne PlazaHotel will
feature several diverse dining op-
tionsincluding aspeciality dining
restaurant, an all day dining restau-
rant, aseafood grill/pool bar and a
lobby lounge. In addition, the prop-
erty will offer acompletefitness
centrewith thelatest in high-tech
equipment, a spaand tennis courts
— all of whichwill give business
guests the opportunity to mix busi-
ness with pleasure.

Moresignificantly, Crowne Plaza
Duqum Resort will provide business
guests with state-of-the-art meeting
and conferencefacilitiesthat will ca-
ter to their specific needs.

The master plan for Dugum’ sscale-
up aso includes designated areas
for anairport, an oil refinery, free
trade zones and oil storage facilities
aswell asafishing harbour com-
pletewith fishery-related industries.

Blue City ties up with Anantara Hotels & Resorts

lue City Company1 (BCC1) has

recently announced an agree-
ment with AnantaraHotels& Re-
sorts, part of the Minor Hotel
Group, for anew beachfront hotel
developmentin Al MadinaA' Zarga
currently under Phase-1 of its con-
struction.

The agreement with Anantarasig-
nalsthe launch of the first-ever ho-
tel dliancefor Al MadinaA’ Zarqa,
aswell asthe debut of Anantarain
Oman. Roger Kacou, Vice-President
of Hotelsand L eisure Development,
BCClsaid: “I amddighted to wel-
comeAnantarato Al Madina

A Zarga.

The alliance combinesthe strength
of Anantara sexperiencein design-
ing, developing and managing

luxury hotel developmentswith Al
MadinaA’ Zarga'scommitment to
building acity of the future and
placing Oman onthe map asapre-
mier tourist and business destina-
tionintheMiddle East.” Theluxury
destination will offer residentsand
visitors alike outstanding facilities,
exceptiona service and abroad
range of rooms delivered in an envi-
ronment of unmatched elegance and
refined luxury.

It will also feature a5-star spathat
will offer its guests an unmatched
range of services and treatments.
Supported by world-class dining
options, the beach front resort will
provide a unique blend of ambience
and exclusivity.

Dilip Rejakarier, Chief Operating Of-

Source: Oman Observer - November 30, 2008

ficer of Minor International PCL, the
company heading AnantaraHotels
& Resorts said: “We are excited to
have signed thisMOU with such a
prestigious development as Al
Madina A’ Zarqa as afirst step to-
wards our entry in Oman. We be-
lieve Oman, withitsrich cultureand
heritagewill beanideal location for
our luxury Anantarabrand and will
complement our devel opments
throughout the GCC region.

We are confident that this partner-
ship will create one of the most
talked-about destinations in the
world.” Bornin Thailandin 2001, the
Anantara Resorts and Spasisacol-
lection of five-star luxury and bou-
tique resorts and spas, providing an
immersionin culture, history, and
unique natural settings.
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AQPL unveils premium luxury
township Qaryat Qurum

With the objective of setting a
new benchmark in ultraluxury

living, Al Qurum PropertiesLLC, a
joint venture between ETA Star and
OHI group, has unveiled Qaryat
Qurum, apremium luxury township
in the heart of Muscat, at the en-
trance of PDO heights.

Commenting on the partnership at a
press conference held in Hotel Inter-
continental, Magbool Hameed Al
Saleh, chairman, OHI Group said: “It
was our vision to create something
extraordinary to meet the aspirations
of amodern day consumer. Every
component of the project — beiit
the concept, the people, the design,
the materials— have been meticu-
lously planned and will be executed
similarly, in order to ensurethat
Qaryat Qurumisan ultimate state-
ment in exclusivity.”

Stating that the project will bea
landmark in Oman, Abid Junaid, ex-
ecutivedirector, ETA Star Properties
said: “Though Al Qurum Properties
LLCisarecently formed
organisation, it embodiesthe collec-
tive values of trust, expertise and
resultsinherited from both the par-
ent companies— ETA Star Proper-
tiesand OHI. Qaryat Qurumisthe
maiden venture of AQPL andweare
very excited about this project. We

Source; Times of Oman - November 10, 2008

strongly believe that it will not only
bealandmark in Oman but will also
reinforce Oman'’ s potential to be-
comeasignificant real estate desti-
nation of the future.”

Magbool Hameed also stated that
the group was not discouraged by
the global financid crisis.

“We bdlieveit isnot awrong timeto
launch the project as we have been
getting positive response from the
banks and interested buyers,” he
said. Stating that it would take 30to
36 months for the owners to occupy
the place, he said: “ There have been
bookings for the project even more
the launch.” When asked what the
most striking attraction of the
project was, Magbool Hameed said:
“Itislocation, location and loca
tion.”

“With prime properties becoming
scarce within the city, the project of-
fersaonce-in-a-lifetime opportunity
for GCC investors,” he added.

Behram Divecha, CEO, OHI said,
“The demand for property isvery
high in Qurum area as people prefer
to reside closeto their work places.
With an upmarket property likethe
onein Qaryat Qurum, people can
have the best of both worlds.”

Qaryat Qurum’ sresidential and com-
mercial propertiesare spread over
an areaof 128, 934 sg.mtsand atotal
development area of over 500,000
sg. mts. The development has been
broken down into two major catego-
ries— the main centre and the Hill-
top Residences. The main centre
comprisesof aretail area(approxi-
mately 52,000 sq mt), commercia
towers (approximately 95,000 sqmt),
business hotels (approximately 150
rooms) and service apartments (ap-
proximately 8000 sg mt). Thehill top
residences comprises of 13 towers
of 1,2,3,& 4 BHK duplex apart-
ments. The exquisite residences
have been carefully designed to of-
fer an extensive landscape, a
plethoraof modern amenitiesand
contemporary architecturewith a
distinct Arabic flavor. Only Omanis
and GCC nationalsare entitled to
own property in Qaryat Qurum.

Qaryat Qurum residenceswill have
several uniquefeatureslikeasmart
home system, a private garden, pri-
vateterraces, acommon swimming
pool aswell asonein every build-
ing, club houses and state of the art
health centers. A gated community,
Qaryat Qurum epitomisesthevery
best of the* Qurum culture’ — where
tradition blendswith modernity ina
distinctive fashion.

Work on $325m Sohar aluminium
rolling mill to start next year

@n&trucﬂ onwork onamajor
uminiumrolling mill, utilisng
hot metal from the Sohar Aluminium
smelter, is scheduled to commence
at the Sohar Industrial Estatein the
second quarter of next year. The
project, involving acapital invest-
ment of around $325 million, isone
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of half adozen aluminium-based
downstream ventures promoted by
Takamul Investment Company
SAOC, astart-up firm set up by the
state-owned energy investment ve-
hicle Oman Oil Company SAOC.
Takamul hasjoined handswith
Bahrain’ sGulf Aluminium Roalling

Mill Co (GARMCO) inthe planned
establishment of the aluminium roll-
ing mill venture.

Also backing the project isthe Abu
Dhabi Water and Electricity Author-
ity (ADWEA). Development of the
project is envisaged in two phases,



according to a senior representative
of Takamul. Anil Kumar Bishnoi,
General Manager (Finance), stated
at abusinessforum held at the
Oman Chamber of Commerceand
Industry (OCCI) recently that the
project will boast atotal capacity of
160,000 tonnes per year of alu-
minium general coil, foil and paint
stock products. The output is prima:
rily earmarked for marketsinthe
Middle East and Europe.

Aswith al the aluminium-based
downstream ventures promoted by
Takamul, therolling mill project will
depend on hot metal as feedstock
from the Sohar Aluminium smelter.
“We have aready received acom-

mitment of 80,000 tonnes (of liquid
meta ) fromthe Sohar Aluminium
smelter, and we arein discussion
with smelter’ spartner Alcanfor an
additional 80,000 tonnes,” said
Bishnoi. Theproject will contribute
significantly to employment genera-
tion, according to the official. “We
hopeto hire at least 450 peoplefor
this project, and we are targeting at
least 50 per cent Omanisation to
start with,” he said.

Deveopment of therolling mill,
whichwill comeupinadedicated
Metals Park adjoining the smelter,
followsthe signing of aMemoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) by
the project partnersin September

last year, for the commissioning of a
study into the feasibility of the
project. GARMCO, akey partner in
the venture, already operates the
largest downstream a uminium plant
inthe Gulf region, with acapacity of
over 165,000 tonnes per year. The
company takes its feedstock from
Aluminium Bahrain (ALBA), which
isamong the biggest primary alu-
minium producersintheworld.

Launchedin 1986, GARMCO
specialisesin producing high qual-
ity rolled auminium products of
various sizes and alloys. The prod-
uct rangeincludes high-valueitems,
such asfail stock, computer compo-
nents and building products.

Muriya brings leading international
hotel brands to Oman

S‘/IIﬂi h Sawiris, chairman of
uriyaTourism Development,
signed major dealsworth over $450
million with representatives of inter-
national hotel brands at
InterContinental Hotel here yester-
day.

The signing ceremony was heldin
the presence of Rajihabint Abdul
Ameer, minister of tourism.

Along withits partners Orascom
Development Holding and Omran,
representing the Ministry of Tour-
ism, Muriya has secured the portfo-
lios of hospitality brands, including
Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts,
Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts and
Angsana Resorts & Spas, and
Missoni Hotels to its tourism desti-
nation 'Jebel Sifah'. These hotel
properties represent 695 rooms, with
more slated for development in the
future.

Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts
will beworth $170 million, Missoni
Hotelsat $80 million and Banyan
Tree Hotels & Resorts and Angsana

Source: Timesof Oman - November 03, 2008

Resorts & Spasand Viceroy at $200-
250million.

Samih Sawris; Cyril Piaia, CEO,
MuriyaTourism Devel opment;
Phillipe Bijaoui, vice-president-Busi-
ness Development, Missoni Hotels,
David Clessen, director, devel op-
ment, Four Seasons Hotels and Re-
sorts; Pankaj Khimji Ramdas, direc-
tor, Jabal Resorts; Bernold O.
Schroeder, senior vice-president-
managing director, Hotel Opera-
tions, Banyan Tree Holdings;
Haytham Macki, board member,
Jabal Resorts; were present at the
signing ceremony.

"Muriyahas been pursuing alli-
anceswith premium hotelsand re-
sorts that have secured leadership
positionsworldwide. Thealliance
with leading international hotelsis
anindication of our commitment to
bringing the worlds best to Oman,
thus playing afundamental rolein
harnessing the country's tourism
potential," said Samih Sawiris.

Four Seasons is dedicated to the

highest standards of hospitality em-
bodying the concept of a home
away from home for those who ap-
preciate the best. Continuous inno-
vation, focus on service excellence,
exceptional guest and employee ex-
periences, and atargeted expansion
programme of opening hotelsin cit-
ies and resort destinations around
the world have earned the company
leadership in the hospitality indus-
try. Founded in 1960, the Canadian-
based company currently manages
81 propertiesin 34 destinationswith
morethan 31 properties under de-
velopment.

Muriyahas partnered with Jabal Re-
sortsLL C (Omani company estab-
lished in 2007 asjoint venture be-
tween Omani and AGCC investors)
asathird party developer for the de-
velopment operation of two famous
branded resorts, namely Banyan
Tree Hotels and Resorts and
Angsana Resorts and Spa.

Banyan Treeisaleading interna-

tional operator in the boutique re-
sort, residences and spa industry,
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and offers asignature blend of ro-
mance and travel with agreen con-
science. The philosophy behind the
hotels, resorts, residences, spas, re-
tail galleriesand destination clubis
based on rejuvenation of the body,
mind and soul - asanctuary for the
senses.

Angsana Resorts & Spaistheided
complement to Banyan Tree, com-
prising contemporary, chic and eco-
logically sensitiveretreats. Based in
areas of outstanding natural beauty
and exciting city hubs, Angsanaho-
tels, resorts, residences, spas and
retail galleriesreflect the spirit and
communities of itsenvironment. To
date the Banyan Tree Group man-
ages and/or has ownership interests
in over 20 resorts and hotels, over
60 spas, in excessof 60 retail galler-
ies, aswell astwo golf courses.

Italian fashion house Missoni re-
cently signed aworldwide licence
agreement with the Rezidor Hotel

Group to launch thefirst Hotel
Missoni in 2009 (Kuwait and
Edinburgh). A new and distinctively
different kind of hotel, Hotel

Missoni will set itself out to capture
theincreasingly important lifestyle
sector of the hospitality market.

L ocated 45km from Muscat, 'Jebel
Sifah'isset on 6.2 million square
metres. Asacomplement to the ho-
telsit will alsoincludeluxuriousvil-
las and apartments, aworld-class
18-hole PGA golf course, up to 200-
berth marinaand marinatown, retail
shops, two boutique marina hotels
and four five-star internationally
branded hotels.

'Salalah Beach', Muriya'ssecond in-
tegrated tourism complex, issetin
the pristine natural environment of
the Dhofar region that isknown for
itstemperate climate and beautiful
landscape. Thiswill be the venue
for another three hotel chainsin
Oman, namely Club Mediteranee,

Rotanaand Movenpick, with atotal
of 1,150 roomsand moreto come.
The Crown-Jewel of MuriyasHotel
enterprisesin Oman isaunique
luxury resort on Al Sodah Island,
one of thefour Halaniyat Islands, 35
nautical miles off the southern
coast.

Spread over an areaof onemillion
square metres, this boutique hotel
will comprise 32 lavishly-created
chaletseach withitsown individual
private beach aimed at the very top
end of theinternational market, hon-
eymooners and luxury-holiday mak-
ers.

"Muriyasstrategic initiativeswith
world-renowned hotels and resorts
reinforceitscommitment tothe
country's booming tourism sector
while maintaining high standards of
comfort and luxury and conclude
yet another step forward in the de-
velopment of its projectsin Oman,”
said Cyril Piaia

Bank Sohar to finance new
Radisson SAS at Sohar

ank Sohar hasentered intoa

long-term agreement with Al
Nabri Global Investment LLC tofi-
nance the development of a new
beachfront hotel and resort in the
Zafaraan areaof Sohar.

When complete, the luxury property
will be managed and operated as
Radisson SASHotel & Resort Sohar
by the Rezidor Hotel Group—a
well-known, reputed and fast grow-
ing international hotel chain.

Thisarrangement will bein much
the same way as has been done by
Al Nabri Global Investment and
Radisson SASin Muscat.

Thisnew five-star property will meet
the growing requirementsfor top
end hospitality, business and leisure
facilitiesinthe Sohar area.
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Source: Timesof Oman - November 2, 2008

The agreementsfor project finance
and the agreements for the design
and management of the new hotel
weresigned at aformal ceremony
organised under the patronage of
Rajihabint Abdul Amirbin Ali, min-
ister of tourism at the Radisson SAS
Hotel Muscat.

Severa dignitariesfrom the govern-
ment, the private sector and senior
managersfrom Bank Sohar were
present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, Abdullah
Ali Al Nabri, owner-promoter of the
new Sohar hotel project mentioned
that the necessary feasibility stud-
ies have been completed and con-
struction will begin as soon as the
final approvals have been obtained.

The property which will consist of

197 rooms, 15 suites, three restau-
rants, leisure and health facilities
and business and conference ameni-
tieswill take around two yearsto
complete. A tentative datefor the
soft opening will beinthethird
quarter of 2011.

“We have nearly a decade of singu-
lar experiencein the hotel industry
in Muscat and a successful busi-
ness model that we now plan to rep-
licatein Sohar. When commis-
sioned, this property will provide
five-star amenities for both business
and leisure to the people of Sohar,
the Batinah region, the Gulf region
and to international visitorsto the
City.

“Our endeavour in Sohar will also
create hundreds of job opportuni-
tiesin the neighbourhood for



trained and qualified Omanisboth
prior to after * Rezidor Hotel Group
had begun managing the property’.

Abdullah Ali Al Nabri expressed his
appreciation for theimpressive turn-
around time and with which the Cor-
porate Banking Department at Bank
Sohar responded to their request for
project finance and the profession-
alismwithwhichthey finalised all
the arrangements.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
function, Nani B. Javeri, CEO of
Bank Sohar mentioned that the bank
isproud to be partnering Al Nabri
Global Investment in aproject that
further strengthens the potential for

tourism in the country and also
meets the growing corporate re-
quirementsfor hotel accommodation
and servicesin and around Sohar.

“Bank Sohar has on many occa-
sions confirmed itsintent to provide
support to corporate ventures that
contribute to essential amenities
and simultaneously add to the stat-
ure of the country.”

He added that the bank has started
acorporate desk at its branches at
Salalah and Sohar to make certain
that corporate customers in these
two fast growing regions of the
country get prompt and top quality
banking convenience.

“Our approach isto create know!-
edge and share it with our corporate
clients as and when they need it
through our highly competent
project finance unit.

“This unit develops cost effective
solutions for companies planning to
set up new businessesin Oman, or
having plans to acquire companies
abroad.”

The project financeunitisasoin-
volved in bringing ininternational
banking resourceswho will partner
Omani banksin providing workable
financing solutions to corporate
customers.
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Sultanate construction sector
to come on focus at BIG Show

By Kabeer Yousuf

MUSCAT — Oman ¥ to
witness the BIG Show, the
Builders Intermational Gath-
ering, a high-profile inter-
national exhibition for the
region’s huilding and con-
struction sector, an industry
that s currently involved in
mlhions of dollars worth of
major development projects
in March 2011

Organised by Omanexpo,
a leading organiser of profes-
stonal trade shows in the Sul-
tanate under the auspices of
the OCCI (Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry), this
three-day-expo s expected
o be @ venue for innova-
tive concepts in building and
comeirugtion, most modemn
equipment in the industry, and
world class interiors for the
whole region,

“Just like with Interiors
& Buildex before, The BIG
Show will serve sy & major
platform for meeting the rap-
wdly growing requirements of
the industry with the confin-
ued implementition of major
residential, commnercial and
industrial projects throughout
the region.

We arc rebranding the show
this year in light of the event’s
firmly established reputation
as one of the biggest and most
important exhibitions in the
Middle East for the building
and construction  industry,”
satd Masser Diab, General
Manager of Omanexpo,

- The BIG Show, 1o be held

from March 21 to 23, 201 at
the Oman International Ex-
hibition Centre, will promi-
nently feature all types of
building materials, construc-
tion egquipmenl and interior
fumishings, mamy of which
will be brought m by foreign
compantics and miroduced for
the ficst time in the Jocal and
regional market.

The wide range of products
1o be displayed will include
air-conditioning Fystems,
doors and windgws, cement
and concrete products, bath-
room fittings, ceramic wall
and floor tiles, paint produgts,
heavy  equipment, kitchen
maodules and appliances, mar-
ble and stone products, and
hundreds of other products for
any type of construction activ-
ity, renovation wock of inlerioc
design project.

“Thanks to the maton's
well-planned growth, Oman
is least affected i the reces-
sion and we are still maintan-
ing pood mcome from our
natural resources”, sand Khali]
bin Abdullsh bin Mohammed
al Khonji, Chairman, Oman
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

" ‘gﬂ'.'cmment has been

floating kots of tenders, lot of
Peojects are coming such as
waler desalinabion  project,
airport, mads, dams and 5o on
and so forth. So we don't have
to be bBothered about what is
happening far away. We are
on the right track at the rght
time and we need the support
from exhibations of this sort",
Khalil added
The previous edition of
the event, which was held last
March 15-17, set many new’
records including the partiei-
palion of 202 local and inter-
national  companes  whose
displays covered both halls of]
the Oman International Exhid
bition Centre. '
For the wery first nume,
mare than 25 countries were,
also represented in the 2010°
extibition, spearheaded by the
nationa) pavilions of Tutkey,
UK, UAE, $ri Lanka, Egypt
and lwly. The other imterna-
uonal participants came all
the way from Canada, China,
Germany, India, Irun, Jordan,
Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, Ma-
laysta, Malta, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Poland, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, and the
USA,
o= Pl by Khalfan al Rizaigi
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Buildex to get a 'BIG' makeover

Omanexpa gendral manager Nasser Diab (left), OCCI chairman Khalil bin
Abduilah bin pohammaed al Khonji (centra} and OCCI director general
Abdul al Bahrani addressing the press conference on Monday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Exhibition management com-
pany Omanexpo announced that
it is rebranding and expanding 15
successtul Interiors and Builldex
evenl for 2071 under the name
The BiG Show

Ta be held from March 21 10
23 at the Oman Intermatonal Ex-
hibatian Centre, the Builders In-
termational Gathering (BIG) Show
is expected to provide a platform
for firms eager to take advantage
of an industry currently involved
In a wide range of multi-milion
dallar development projects,

MNew Features will include a
constructicn equipmeant, demaon-
stration zone. The first of its kind
in the Middle East, it will give
companies an opportunity 1o
demanrstrale the capabiliies of
their hesvy equipment

Two conferences will also be
held 25 part of the exhibition. The
first will concentrate on new
trends and concepts in the interi-
ors industry, white the second will
tocus on safely in the construc-
tion industry

Khalil bin Abdullah bin Mo-
hammed al Khonji, chairman af
the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry {OCC1, said

the private sector needs strong
support a5 the building industry
experiences strong growth n the
face of stable oil prices and an
mproving global economy. “The
tullding indusiry is a very progi-
ising secior and Oman is focused
on infrastructure development. it
is the right time to support the
sector, The world economic sibu-
ation Is irmproving and oll prices
are impeoving and stable”

MNasser Diab, general manager
of Omanexpo, explained that the
Interiors and Buildex ever had
beer rebranded as The BIG Show
1o reflect its expansion in terms
of both size and content over the
last seven years

“The event was rebranded
after the big success of the last
Buildex event We have had
trermendous responsa locally and
internationally

“Based on that, we did a sur-
wey Lo lind a brand name that will
miake an imprassion on the mands
of the local and international
markets and includes all the in-
dustries, We renarmed it The BIG
Show to include every aspect of
the mdustry.” Diakr added

OMAN

OMAN DAILY Dbserver

TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2010

Oma_nexpo to organise
The BIG Show

MUSCAT — Omanexpa, the
leading organiser of profes-
stonal mrade shows in the Sul-
tamate, is gearing wp for The
BIG Show, a high-profile in-
ternationn] exbibiton for the
region's bullding and construc-
tion sectar, an industry that i
curently  invalved in major
developmeni projects.

Formerly known as Ino-
teriors & Bunldex, The BIG
Show — or the Builders In-
temaonal Gathermg — will
be beld from March 21 1o 23,
2001, @ the Owman Interns-
torel Exhibitions Centre in
Al Seeb. The threc-day ovent,
which i much-nwaited every
year by mdustry professicn-
als, is once again expected o
atract (he partcipation of a
record number of local and
mtgmational exhibitors alms
to take full advantage of exist-
ing major appoTunities in the
miarket

Duaeing the Press Confer-
ence held at (hman Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(OCCT), Khalil an Abdullah al
Khunji, Chaimman of (OCCT),
said thal the BIG Show
Muasch 2001 aims 10 support
the building, construction and
real ¢state seclors being one
of the promising sevtors in the
Saltsnate and represents the
Fature mfrastructune due o im-
provement m cconomic siua-
tiors and global oil prices.

“Just hike wath [nleriors &
Buildex before, The BIG Show
will serve as & major plitiom
for mesting the mupidly grow-
g regquirements of the indus-
try with the continued [mple-
menttion of major residential,
commercial  and  industoial
projects throughiut the region.
We are rebranding the show

this year in light of the event's
firmly established reputation
as one of the higgest and most
imporant exlibitions i the
Middle East for (he building
and  construeetion  ndustry,”
said Masser Diah, general man-
ager of Omanexpa, the pioneer
exhibition management Com-
pany n the Sultanae.

Diab pomted out that The
BIG Show will promimently
teature all types of bulding
materils, construction equip-
ment and mierior fumnishings,
many of which will be brough
in by foreign companies and
introduced for the first time in
the local and regonal market,
The wide range of products io
be displayed will ipclude gir-
condittoning  systems, doors
and  windows, cement and
conerefe products,  bathroom
fittings, ceramic wall and floar
tles, paint prodocts, heavy
equipment, kilchen modules
and appliences, marble and
sione products, and hundreds
of other prodocts for any Type
of ponstreclion SCTviTy. Tend-
vation work ot intetior design
project.

According to Diab, a new
and exciting feature of The
BIG Show will be the Con-
struction Equipment Dernon-
stration Zone, which will pro-
vide a platform fo¢ suppliers,
manufacturers and distribuiors
to showesse how thejr beavy
equipment works. To be held
for the first time ever in the
Middle East, this speeial zone
1o be set up al the back of the
aghibition centre wAill enable
users io fwrmiliarise hemselves
with the advariced features and
amazing capabilities of the dif-
ferent brands of heavy equip-
ment in the market — OMNA
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TIMES OF OMAN

BIE PLANS: Tho dignitaness and organisers of the ‘BIG Show' present thelr plans to the media.- mate by thamem Mobamned TINES 0F DMAN

Abdul Adboom Abbas Al Bahra-
ni, director genecal OCC, pointed
ot that the eupport of OCCT to the
private sector provides them with
confidence and security,

“Just like with Interiors and Buil-
dex before, The BIG Show will serve
as a major platform for meeting the
rapidly growing requirements of
the industry with the continued im-
plementation of major residential,
commercial and industrial projects

throughout the region We are re-
branding the show this year in lght
of the events firmly established
reputation as ope of the biggest and
most important exhibitions in the
Middle Rast for the bullding and
eonatruction industry” said Masser
Diah, geoeral nanager of Omanes-
po, the ploneer exhibiton manage-
ment oonpany in the Sultanate,
Dink pointed out that The BIG
Show will prominently feature all

B6 | TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2010

types of building materials, con.
struction equipment and interior
furnishings, many of which will be
brought in by foreign companies
and introduced for the first tme in
the local and regional market.

The wide range of products to
be displayed will include air-con-
ditloning systems, doors and win-
dows, cement and ¢onarete prad-
uots, bathroom fittings, ceramic
wisll and Aoor tiles, paint products,

heavy equipment, kitchen modules
and appliances, marhle and stone
products, and bundreds of other
produets for any type of construe-
tion activity, rencvation work or
interior design project
According to Diab, a new and ex-
citing feature of The BIG Show will
be the Construction Egulpment
Demonstration Zane, which will
provide & platform for supplisrs,
manufacturers and distributors.

TIMES OF OMAN

ACAL CRETATE CXHIDITION

Omanexpo set to be 'BIG Show'

Tirves News Seruteo

MUSCAT: Omanexpo, the lesd-
ing orgamiser of professional trade
shows in tha Sultanats, ls gearing up
for & high-profile intermational exhi-
bition that will fecus on the regian's
building =nd constraction sector, an
industry that ls currently involved in
billioms of dollars worth of major de-
velopment projects,

Formerly known as Interfors and
Buildex, The ‘BIG Show' — Builders
International Gathering — will be

held during March 21.23, 2011 at the
Oman International Exhibition Cen-
tre in Seab,

The throe-day event, which is
much-awaited every year by industry
professionals, iz opoe sgain expected
ta attroect the participation of 2 record
number of local and international ex-
hibitors which aim totake full adven-
tage of existing mugor opportunities
in the market.

The Oman Chamber of Commeros
and Industry has to suppart the pri-
vate sector, and building and con-

struction sector as well, sald Khalil
bin Abdullah Al Khonji, Chairman,
Q001 at o press conference held
yestarday,

“The Sultanate is currently un-
durgoing simificant infrastruoture
projects, This expo comes in a way Lo
support the private sactor, and bulld-
ing and construction sector. Though
other countries have been affected
due to the recession crisis. However,
wi were lesst affected, and we are
now moving on the right track” Al
Khenji said. »B2



21-23 March 2011

ﬁIGm Oman International Exhibition Centre

Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

||||||||| nal Extibition of Bulde cm.—«h
<.n;= chon Equpment and interior

™ International Exh|b|t|on of Building Materials, www.thebigshow-oman.com
Constructlon Eauibpment and Interior Furnishings

SPACE APPLICATION FORM

Exhibitor Contact Details

Company Name Contact Person
pany Designation
) Mobile No.
Offics Address Email Address
Telephone No. Products
Fax No.

Stand Requirements

~ Type of Stand Cost per sgm Area (sgqm) Amount (USD | RO)
Shell Scheme USD 390 | RO 150 X =
Space Only USD 340 | RO 130 X =

|| Outside Space  USD 130|RO 50 X =

All Payments must be made by cheque in favour of Omanexpo LLC, or by bank transfers to:

Bank Name: National Bank of Oman

Account Name:  Omanexpo LLC

Account No: 1049 -114576 — 001 (RO) | 1049 -114576 — 002 (USD)
Swift Code: NBO MOMRX

Exhibitor Declaration

We hereby confirm our interest in exhibiting at The BIG Show 2011 and that we have read and we agree to all the Exhibition Terms and
Condition of Contract. The signature of this Space Application Form and its receipt by Omanexpo is deemed conclusive evidence of the
Applicant’s agreement to pay the full fees due. The application may not be cancelled by the Applicant. The Applicant further acknowledges
that Omanexpo, having incurred expenses as a result of the application, is not required to refund any of the fees and that Omanexpo is also
entitled to any unpaid amounts that may be owed by the Applicant to Omanexpo.

Name Company Stamp

Designation

Signature Date

For office use onlv USD | RO Payment Terms

Total AmountDue  USD|RO - 50% initial payment due on signing of the contract
Invoice No. - Balance 50% due by 31st December 2010
Exhibition Code (All contracts signed after 31st December 2010 requires
Space / Stand No. 100% settlement)

Authorisation for The BIG Show

Name Signature

Designation

Date

Comments:

The Organiser

P Head Office: P. 0. Box 20, P.C. 117, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
(7‘ Tel: +968 24660124 | Fax: +968 24660125/126 | Email: info@omanexpo.com
OMANEXPO" Regional Office: P.0.Box 80674, Dubai, UAE
Global Business Fatom Tel: (+9714) 2587774 | Fax: (+9714) 2587776 | Email: infodubai@omanexpo.com

www.omanexpo.com
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10.

In these conditions, the term Exhibitor means
the signatory of this application and includes
all employees or agents of such, and the term
Exhibition means that described on the reverse
hereof “The Organiser” means Omanexpo LLC.

In case of “Joint Ventures” howsoever
described, the Exhibitor is deemed to have
obtained the consent of all the individual
participants to all the conditions of this contract.

When payments for space are not made
when due, the organizers reserve the right to
charge interest on any overdue amounts at
2% above the Base Rate as set by the National
Bank of Oman, any previous deposit may
be forfeited and the space reallotted by the
organizers. Any loss incurred by the organizer
arising thereon must be paid by the exhibitor.

Applications for space must contain details
of the proposed exhibit and the names
of other companies represented by the
Exhibitor whose products are to be shown
on or whose services are to be referred to
on the stand. The Organiser reserves the
right to refuse participation to any Exhibitor.

The charge for space is exclusive of any
applicable local Government or exchange and
will be subject to alteration in the event of any
change therein. A notice signed by the organizers
and sent by recorded delivery to the address on
the applications form shall be sufficient notice
of such amendment to the contract which
shall otherwise remain binding in all respects.

The organizers shall gave full power to determine
ineveryrespecttheallocation of area and position
of space and they shall be entitled for any to vary
the general layout or the situation and area of
any particular stand even if already allotted and
the exhibitor shall accept such new allotment of
space in substitution of that originally allotted.

Upon the allocation of space, a contract shall
arise between the organizers and the exhibitor
in terms of these conditions subject to variation
as mentioned as regards space allotted. The
relationship of licensor and licensee shall
immediately arise and continue between the
organizers and the exhibitor. In case of the
non- payment of any sum due or any breach
or non-observance of any of these conditions
by the exhibitor, the organizers shall have full
right to revoke his license and to re-enter upon
the allotted space and may remove and exclude
the exhibitor without prejudice to recovering all
monies payable hereunder, all otherclaimsagainst
him and damages sustained by the organizers.

Every exhibitor shall occupy the space allotted to
him by 8:00 a.m. on the day prior to the opening
of the exhibition. In the event of default from
any cause whatsoever, the exhibitor shall pay
to the organizers the further sum in liquidated
damages equal to the total charge for the
space and the organizers shall have the right to
deal with the space in any way they think best.

In the event of any exhibitor committing an
act of bankruptcy or if a limited company
being wound up, the contract with him
shall be determined and all monies already
paid shall be retained by the organisers.

Exhibitors may not assign, sublet or grant license
in respect of any part of the space allotted
to them nor any advertisement of firms who
are not bonafide exhibitors to be exhibited
on any stand without the prior permission of
the organisers. Only those products, services
and companies mentioned on the application
form may be incorporated in the stand.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Exhibitors will be totally responsible for the
cost of restoring to its original condition any
part of land or structure occupied by them
which has been altered or damaged in any way.

Exhibitors shall be totally responsible for the
obtaining of visas as may be required to enable
them, their servants, agents, representatives,
invitees or others to attend the exhibition
and in no event shall there be any claim for
damagers or otherwise against the organizers
of any loss or expense relation thereto.

The organizers will not be responsible for the
safety of any exhibit or property of any exhibitor,
or any other person, for the loss of, or damage,
or destruction to same, by theft, or fire, or other
cause whatsoever, or for any loss or damage
whatsoever sustained by any exhibitor, by
reason of any defect in a building caused by fire,
storm, tempest, lightning, national emergency,
war, labour disputes, strikes or lockouts, civil
disturbances, explosion, inevitable accident,
force majeure, or any other cause not within
the control of the organizers, whether ejusden
generic or not, or for any loss or damage
occasioned, if by reason of the happenings of
any such events, the opening of the exhibition
is prevented or postponed, or abandoned, or
their own stand fittings, and for their proportion
of the shell scheme stand, as the exhibitors
are advised to cover themselves by insurance
in respect thereof to any extent available.

In no event shall the exhibitor have any claim
for damages of any kind against the organizers
in respect of ay loss or damage, consequential
upon the prevention, or postponement, or
abandonment of the exhibition, by reason of
happening or any of the events referred to in
condition 12 or otherwise, or of the exhibition
building becoming wholly or partially unavailable
for the holding of the exhibition for reasons
beyond the organiser’s control and the organizers
shall be entitled to retain all sums paid by
exhibitors, or such part thereof as the organizers
shall consider necessary. If, in the opinion the
organizers, by re-arraigning or postponement of
the period of the exhibition, or by substitution of
another hall, or building or any other reasonable
manner, the exhibition can be carried through,
the contracts for space shall be binding upon
the parties, except as to the size and position
necessary shall be determined by the organizers.

Stands must be properly manned and
exhibits displayed during all the time that the
exhibition is open to trade visitors and the
public. No exhibits may be removed before
the end of the exhibition without the written
permission of the organizers, which will
only be given in exceptional circumstances.

The organizers reserve the right to make an
additional charge to each exhibitors equal to
any amount charged to them for any services
supplied whether specifically ordered or not.
The organizers accept no responsibility for
breakdown or failure of any of the services
provided for, or in connection with, the exhibition.

Breach of contract and withdrawal by the
exhibitor — without prejudice to the rights
and remedies of the organizers in respect of
any breach of the contract on the part of the
exhibitor, the organizers may at their discretion
allow the exhibitor to withdraw from the
exhibition subject to the following conditions:-

The exhibitor must give a written notice to the
organizers that he desires to withdraw, and if
the organizers allow such withdrawal, they will
notify the exhibitor of their decision in writing.

Any such notification by the organizers to
the exhibitor will constitute a cancellation
of the contract subject to the payment
by the exhibitor to the organizers of a
consideration for release from the contract.

c.  The amount of such payment will be specified in
the organiser’s notification to the exhibitor and
willbethat proportion of the space rental payable
under the contract specified in the second
column below which appears the period date in
thefirst column below upon which the organizers
receive the notification from the exhibitor:

Date of Receipt by Organisers
of Notice of withdrawals

Proportion of Space
Rental payable %

More than 6 months priror to 25%

the opening of the exhibition

6 months to 4 months priror to 50%

the opening of the exhibition

4 months to 2 months priror to 75%

the opening of the exhibition

Less than 2 months priror to 100%

the opening of the exhibition

d. Uponpaymentofsuchamounttotheorganizersby
the exhibitor (credit being given by the organizers
for all rental already paid by the exhibitor), the
contract shall be cancelled and neither party
shall have any further claim against each other.

18. The organizers reserve the right to alter, add
to, or amend any of these conditions or not,
the decision of the organizers shall be final.
No alternation, addition, amendment, or
waiver to or of, these conditions shall operate
to release any exhibitor from his contract.

19. Particular attention is drawn to the relevant
safety standards which must be strictly observed
for any exhibits involving lasers or radioactive
materials, or materials which might provide
noxious fumes or which make use of or display any
other materials which may involve danger to the
health or safety of any person. No such materials
may be brought into the exhibition without prior
agreement in writing of the organizers and also
the exhibitor or person arising from the use or
display of such materials. An exhibitor’s manual
will be issued to the exhibitor containing detailed
instructions for the organization of the exhibition.

20. Standrentalsmaybe paidforinOmaniRialsorUSS.

21. Claims: The organizers cannot accept any
complaint or claim against them unless it is
submitted in writing to the address given on the
previous page within two weeks of the closing
date of the exhibition. All claims and disputed
shall be settled in Muscat in accordance with

the law and customs of the Sultanate of Oman.

All communications should be addressed to:

-

OMANEXPO" ufi

Global Business Platform Member

P O Box 20, PC 117, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Tel: +968 24660124 | Fax: +968 24660125
Email: info@omanexpo.com
Website: www.omanexpo.com

2

We have read all the above terms and conditions of
this form and we undertake to observe and to be
bound by them.

SIBNATUIE: et

Date:
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Suppotied by Gold Sponsor
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With the gevemment allocating more funds for Infra-  your presence In the everlucrative Middle
structure devaelopment and with the private sactor East market.

Ikewiss Investing heavily In various major develop-

ment projects, the Sultanate of Oman continues As a "UF| Approved Event” and with ks well
to experience an unprecadentad congtructon boom  desarved reputation as one of the reglon’s leading
that haa greatly increased the demand for all types  events for the building and construction industry,
of bullding materials, construction equipment and The BIA 8how 2011 |s a majer event that your
imaror furnighingg. comparny gimply cannot afford to migs. Participating

in the exhibition is & sound business imvestment that
The Bl 8how, which was formedy known as will ensure that you would be able to take
interiors & Bulldex, |s 8 high-profile event that will advantage of exdsting and emerging opportunities In
connsact you directy to your target dierts in the tha industry.

vibrant buliding and construction Industry not just

In Oman but throughout the reglon. Now on ts Bth Participate in The BIG Show 2011 and be right In
edition, the three-day event serves as a highly effec- the centre of exciting developments in the region's
tva platform for Introducing your Iatest products and  buliding and constructon Industry. Book your stand
equipment, acquiring new customers, expanding todayl

your business contacts, and further strengthening



A Sampling of
Major Development
Projects in Oman

Al Madina A’Zarga (Blue City) Al Sawadi Investment & Tourism USD 15-20 billion
Muscat and Salalah airports expansion Ministry of Transport and Communications USD 3 billion
Mirbat Beach Project Dhotar Tourism Company USD 2.5 billion
Naseem A’ Sabaa Amouage Hotels & Resorts and BRDB USD 2.5 billion
The Wave, Muscat The Wave, Muscat USD 2.4 billion
Integrated Tourist Resort Complex Yenkit Tourism Development USD 2 billion
Salam Resort & Spa — Yiti and Salam Resort & Spa - Shinas Sama Dubai and Oman Tourism Development Company USD 2 billien
Omagine Project Omagine LLC ' USD 1.6 billion
Barka Resort Alargan International Real Estate Co. USD 1.1 billion
Tilal Al Khuwair Al Madina Real Estate Co. USD 1 billion
Salalah Beach, Jebel Sifah and Al Sodah Island Muriya Tourism Development Company USD 850 million
Khasab Resort Majan Gulf Properties USD 780 million

“Thank you once again for successfully and professionally organizing Interiors & Buildex,
which has now become Alomi’s most important exhibition in the GCC. It cannot be missed
by anyone who is serious about doing business in the GCC and Oman in particular. | would
like to immediately rebook my stand again for next year.”

Albert Douglas
CEO
Alomi Real Wood Floors (UK)



Exhibition Profile:

The Widest Range of
Products and Equipment

The BIG Show will showcage a comprshensive range of products, equipment
| and services that would effectively serve the growing requirements of the

i= i vibrant bullding and constructon Industry In the raglon. Among those to be

displayed prominantly are the following:

« Air Conditioning & Refrigeration Winpows e
' = Bathroom and Badroom Products = -
= Bullding Materials and Systems I
= Caramics and Tllas
= Concrate and Cement Products
* Congtruction Supplles and Equipment
+ Doore, Windows and Walls !
+ Elecirical & Electronic Equipment
* Flooring and Roofing Matarals
* Fumniture and Fumishings
* Heavy Equipment & Consiruction Vehicles
* Inmterior Design Products and Services
* Kitchen Modulea and Products T
= Lighting Fixtures and Accessoriea | s
= Marbls and Cibar Stons Producis
= Metal, Welding and Woodworking Machinery
* Paints, Hardware and Tools
« Sanltary Wares and Flttings
= Stasal and Other Metal Products
= Wood and Timber Products
* Plug Many Other Productsl




Special Feature:

Construction Equipment
Demonstration Zone

For the first ime ever In the Middle East, The B Show will have a
special area, wherein distibutors will be able to showease how thelr
heavy aquipmernt works. Differant brands of the |atest haavy equip-
marit In the market will be ghven an opportunity to demonsirate thelr
special fegtures and capahblliies. This new dimanslon of the show
is axpectad to craate much excitement and attract large crowds of
wolld-be users who are sagar to find out how a particular heavy
equipment would be highly useful in thelr projects.

“The exhitifon was vary professional and well organized.
Most of the visilors were genwing and relumed salished. §
was wal done, and congraiuiations o the team. Keep ¥ up!

Koshy P. Thomas

Dacorstona imemalional (Oman} (R e Em mEE




Visitor Profile:

The Biggest
Crowds of
Industry
Professionals

With tts reputation as a highly Important event for the
buliding and construction Industry, The BIG Show will
anabla you to effactively natwork with your target clients
and to establish strong contacts with the follcwing:




The Most Comprehensive
Media Coverage

To successfully attract a much higher number of industry professionals in 2011, The BIG Show will be
aggressively promoted using a wide variety of media channels. The visitor promotion campaign will
focus not only in Oman but throughout the Middle East as well as other parts of the world. This will
ensure that a large number of trade visitors at The BIG Show will come from all over the world.

The comprehensive campaign will consist of the following:

¢ heavy ad placement in local and regional newspapers, both in English and Arabic

¢ advertisements and editorial coverage in trade publications focusing on the building and
construction industry

¢ regular press releases in newspapers, magazines and websites, such as Amelnfo, Zawya and
MenaFN

¢ e-mail and fax campaigns targeting industry professionals throughout the Middle East region.

e SMS broadcasts before and during the event to effectively reach as many industry
professionals as possible

¢ dissemination of flyers, e-newsletters and personalized invitations to greatly raise awareness
on the event

* radio announcements and newspaper supplements to further highlight the importance of the
show

“l would like to congratulate you on a very good

show. We were very pleased with the number “Interiors & Buildex 2010 was one of the best
and quality of the visitors to our stand. Overall, in recent times. The quality of the products and
the show was a very well run, successful and overall exhibition has improved a great deal.”
pleasant.”

David Hudson Mannu Kapoor

Sales Manager Marketing Manager

Rawson Carpets Ltd. (UK) National Aluminium Products Co. (Oman)




The Most Beneficial
Sponsorship
Opportunities

To maximize the Impact of your participation, The BIG Show offers a wide
range of sponsorship opportunities that will give you a sure edge ovar your
competitors and further boost your company's presence In the local and

reglonal markst.
» Platinum Sponsor « Vishor Bag Sponsor
» Gold Sponsor = Vishor Badge Sponsor
» Sivar Spoensor « Floor Plan Sponsor
» Bronze Sponsor = Lanyard Spongor

Each sponsorship option above camies a range of exciting bansfits,
such as great media milaage with the Inclusion of your logo In all
newspapers and magezines ads, visitor Invitation leaflets, banners,

show catalogues and other promotional materials. Many other benefita

are specific to a particular sponsorship option to snable you to get tha
greatsst promptiongl value for your Investment.

Contact us today for more details on each sponsorship
opportunity as well as the benefits thal you will be
antitled 1o as a valued sponscr of The BIG Show.



The Venue

Established In 1885, the Oman International Exhibition Centre {OIEC)

is the ideal venue for major trade fairs and exhibitions in the Sultanate of
Oman. it offers up to 12,000 square metars of Indoor exhibition space and
It has enough parking spaces for over 2,500 vehicles. It Is comvenlently
located near Muscat Intemational Alrport, ¢loge to major hotalg, and Justa
short ride away from tha city centre of Muscat, For more information,

vislt www.omanexhibltions.com.

COITHngG year ™

Lucy Boatewain
Dasign Director
Diffse Lid. (LK)

“Thanks o af the tearm: in Oman's Imerors & Buildex. We fourst the extilsiion o be very welf run and
vary well attended. Tha siaif was hugely supportive prior fo the axhibiifon, during the bulid phase and
ouring the show. Wa snfoved ihe wihole axperiance and hope that it wi bring is rewards during the

The Organiser

OMANEXPO’

Global Buslness Platform

Established In 19886, Omanexpo Is the plonser exhiblion management
company In Oman and the leading organlzer of profegsional trage shows In
the sultanata. The company ia 8 mamber of UFI-The Giobal Association of
the Exhibidon Industry and the Intemational Assoclation of Exhibiions and
Events {IAEE).

In eddiion to The BHa Show, Omanexpo's porifolle of melor trade exhibiions
Includes the Motor Show, Food & Hotal Oman, Women Expo, MedHealth &
Walinoas, Waight Loss and Coametology Show, and OGWA-The Ragion's
Leading Oll & Qas Exhibition and Conference. For more Information, visit
WWW.OIManexXpo.Gom.




Interiors & Buildex 2010:

A Record-Breaking Event

intardors & Bulldex 2010, the former nama of The BK3 Show, smashed all previous recornds of
tha evert, with the continued growth in the numbear of local and intemational exhibitors, partici-
pating countries, and total number of Indusiry professionals who vishted the show. It was ancther

resounding success for a high-profile trade event that continues to Increase In popularity and

relevance avery yaar.

Strong Growth in

Number of Exhibitors
ag 57
YEAR ) 2008

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN 2010

2007 2008 2009 2010

COMPANIES

Spearhended by the natlonal pavillons of Turkey, UK, UAE, Raly, Sr Lanka and Egypt,
Intariors & Buildex 2010 featurad companies from over 25 countrieg including the following:

Belglum Jordan
Canada Korea
China Kinwah
Egypt Lebanon
Aermary Malaysia
inclin Oman

Iy Paldstan

Philllppines
Poland
Saud Arsbin
Srl Lanka
Turkey

LUAE

UK




Visitors by Product Interest

Alr Condifoning and Rafrigeration - 8%
Bathroom and Kitehen Products - 82%
Ceramics and Stone Products - 71%
Concrete and Steel Products . 80%
Doors, Windows and Walls - 85%
Heavy Equipment & Construction Vehicles - 55%
Interior Daslgn Products & Services - 62%
Blactrical and Electronic Products - 845
Paints, Hardware and Tools - 56%

1. To gather information on new products - 6654
2. To meot potential suppllers/business partners - 4218
3. To make a purchase or place orders - 3374
4. To Imteract with Industry professlonals - 4520
5. To explore potential repressntationpartnership - 2983
“It was of great advantage to us to participata in the exhibition since wa werm
able to Introduce our products to the privete sector. We think that our stand
was ona of the most vislted ones gince we recelved hundreds of visiiors during
the avant”™

Walld Haroun

Markoting Manager

AHlstmwan Tricing Go. (Oman) "The evert was Indesd very productive and

sffactive for us. Kindly keep us posted with all the

nawslatters regarding upcoming events.”
"Thanks for your parfact sardcs. For surs, we will
participate once agaln In the exhibiton In 2011."

Fahad Mohammed Riaz
Managing Dirpcior
Jinnry Zhang Mohaommed Fiaz & Partner Co. (Oman)

Salsg Mansger
Shandong Xingang Group {Clina}




The BIG Show
At-a-Glance

};B =
ullders Intermational l‘iathurlru

8th International Exhibition of Building Materials
Construction Equipment, and Interior Fumlshings

21-23 March 2011

Oman International Exhibition Centre
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Exhibition Timings:
11200 am - 8:00 pm
Registration Deadling.

15 February 2011






For mora Informadion, plsass conteal:

OMANEXPO’

Global Business Platform

Howd O¥icer Raglorm] Ofica:

PG, Biooc 20, P, 117, Muscat, Sulisnata of Oman PO, Box 87, Dybal, Linksd Arah Emintan

Tal. +98A-24860124 | Fax +988-24880125 7 126 Tal. +71-4-8507774 | Fax +97H-4-2667776
E-mak: Infogomanaxpo.com E-mall; infocubali@omanmpo.oom

WWW.omanexpo.com



Act now before all prime locations are gone.
Book your stand today!

Main Contact Person:

Abdullah Beg

Project Manager

Mobile: +968-95140107

E-mail: abdullah@omanexpo.com




www.thebigshow-oman.com

e
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8th Intemational Exhibition of Building Materials,
ConstructionEquipmentand interiorFumishings
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Approved
Event

21-23 March 2011
Oman International Exhibition Centre
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Platinum Sponsor

Supported By

Oman Chamber of
Commerce & Industry

Gold Sponsor

Panorama

Tha ‘Windes o Fa Waeld

Official Logistics Partner
Agility ~==

Fairs & Evenis

Organiser
F 3

e

OMANEXPO
Lizhal Buminsss Metiom
Head Office:
P.O.Box20,P.C.117
Muscat, Suttanate of Oman
Tel. +968-24660124 Fax +968-24660125/ 126
E-mailinfo@omanexpo.com
Website:wwwwthebigshow-oman.com

Regional Office:
P.O.Box 80674, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Tel. +971-4-2587774 Fax +971-4-2587776
E-mai.infodubai@omanexpo.com
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OMAN'’S
DEVELOPMENT
PUSHES AHEAD.
BE PART OF IT!
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OMAN: IN THE
MIDST OF MASSIVE
CONSTRUCTION
WORKS

These are high times for the building
and construction industry in the
Sultanate of Oman. With the imple-
mentation of large-scale industrial,
commercial and residential projects
across the country, the sultanate is
witnessing an unprecedented growth
in the market for all types of building
materials, heavy equipment, and
interior furnishings.

The BIG Show 2011 can
put your company in a position to
effectively take advantage of
growing opportunities in the market.

UNDER '\
CONSTRUCTION

Muscat Hills The Wave, Muscat

As the biggest event that is dedicated for all
requirements of the sultanate’s vibrant building
and construction industry, the exhibition is the
perfect venue for showcasing the products and
services you offer to all your potential clients.
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THE
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OMAN INTERNATIONAL
EXHIBITION CENTRE

EXAMPLES OF MAJOR PROJECTS IN OMAN

Project Name Owner/Developer Project Cost
Al Madina A'Zarqa or The Blue City | Al Sawadi Investment & Tourism USD 15-20 billion
Mirbat Beach Project Dhotar Tourism Company USD 2.5 billion
The Wave, Muscat The Wave, Muscat USD 2.4 billion
Integrated Tourist Resort Complex Yenkit Tourism Development USD 2 billion
Salam Yiti Project Sama Dubai and Oman Tourism USD 2 billion

Development Company

Omagine Project Omagine LLC USD 1.6 billion
Barka Resort Alargan International Real Estate Co. USD 1.1 billion
Qaryat Qurum Al Qurum Properties LLC USD 1 billion
Tilal Al Khuwair Al Madina Real Estate Company USD 1 billion
Salalah Beach, Jebel Sifah, Al Sodah | Muriya Tourism Development Co. USD 850 million
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A SAMPLING
OF MAJOR
DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS

Omagine Project

Tilal Al Khuwair Jebel Sifah
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Exhibition Profile: e air conditioning systems
® bathroom fittings

e building materials

ALL REQUIREMENTS ® ceramics and ftiles
OF THE INDUSTRY e concrete and cement products

construction vehicles
curtains and beddings

e decorative panels

e doors, gates and shutters

e clectric heating systems

e environmental technologies

e fiberglass products

e fire prevention products

e flooring materials

The BIG Show 2011 gives you an
excellent opportunity to showcase
your products and services and to
successfully attract the attention of
potential clients. The range of
products to be displayed includes
the following:




e kitchen modules and equipment
e landscaping products and services

furniture and accessories
heat control films

heavy equipment
home décor and furnishings

lighting fixtures

marble and other stone products

maintenance supplies

metal, welding and woodworking

machinery

paint products

pipes and plumbing fixtures
PVC building materials
real-estate properties
refrigeration equipment
roofing materials

sanitary wares

saunas and swimming pools
security systems

steel and other metal products
wall panels and partitions
and a whole lot more!

€=

Builders International Gathering
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TECHNICAL CONFERENCES

In response to the need for the continued professional development of the industry’s
workers, The BIG Show 2011 will feature two major technical conferences:

e One conference will be managed by the International
Federation of Interior Architects/Designers, which is based in
Canada. It will give industry professionals the opportunity to learn
about all the latest developments and trends in interior design.

e Another technical conference will be organised in partnership
with lkan Media FZ, which is based in Dubai, UAE. It will focus
primarily on ensuring safety at construction sites, an issue that is
increasingly becoming urgent through the years.
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MEET ALL YOUR TARGET CLIENTS

Participating in The BIG Show 2011 will enable you to interact
with the right people in the building and construction industry in Oman.
Just like in 2010, among those who will visit the exhibition are:

e architects e interior designers

® contractors e manufacturers

e consultants e project managers

e property developers e property owners

® engineers e purchasing managers
e end-users/buyers e real-estate agents

e importers/distributors e suppliers and dealers
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BENEFIT FROM OUR EXTENSIVE
PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN

To ensure that you get the most out of your participation,
The BIG Show 2011 will be aggressively promoted in the media
to attract a maximum number of visitors to the event.

The range of promotional activities includes:

e advertisements in both English and Arabic newspapers
e advertisements and editorial coverage in trade magazines

e press releases to newspapers, magazines and websites

e e-mail and fax campaigns targeting industry professionals
® SMS broadcasts to maximize public awareness of the event
e flyers and triads to raise awareness on the event

e radio announcements and direct mailing campaigns
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OMANEXPO’

Global Business Platform

THE VENUE THE ORGANISER

Established in 1985, the Oman Omanexpo LLC is the pioneer in the
International Exhibition Centre events industry in Oman, with over 25
(OIEC) is the ideal venue for years of experience as an exhibition
major trade fairs and exhibitions organiser and event management

in the sultanate of Oman. company.

The OIEC offers 12,000 square In addition to The BIG Show, our major
meters of indoor exhibition exhibitions include OGWA, Food &
space and it has enough parking Hotel Oman, Motor Show, MedHealth
space for over 2,500 vehicles. & Wellness, and the Eid Festival.

It is conveniently located near Omanexpo is a member of UFI-The
Muscat International Airport and Global Association of the Exhibition

is just a short ride away from the Industry and the International

city centre of Muscat. Association of Exhibitions and Events .
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
INTERIORS & BUILDEX 2010
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BE PART OF OMAN’S CONSTRUCTION BOOM

Participate |In

THE

SHOW

Builders International Gathering

8" International Exhibition of Building Materials,
Construction Equipment and Interior Furnishings

21-23 March 2011

///) U fl Oman International Exhibition Centre

A
ppg,\genq Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

For stand reservations or more information, please contact:

- PO. Box 20, Postal Code 117
(/ﬁ Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Tel: +968-24660124 Fax: +968-24660125/ 126

; E-mail: info@omanexpo.com
OMANEXPO Website: www.thebigshow-oman.com

Global Business Platform



mailto:info@omanexpo.com
http://www.interiorsbuildex.com/
http://www.interiorsbuildex.com/
http://www.interiorsbuildex.com/
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